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TO THE READER. 



X T is vtTj natural to thhA. Ae readdr would 
willinglj be apprifed of two things relating to 
-tbefe memoirs :«»Firft, how this curious mami* 
fcript came ^to light, confidering the dark and 
deep fecrecy with which all things are tranfaft* 
ed in the inoiufiti<m. Secondly/ how it came 
into the tranfiator's hands. To iatisfy luch a 
commendable curioikj, he is to be informed, that 
the manufcript w& fent by the fecretary of the 
inquifition at jBologna, to the learned Sifnor Rhsdu 
Ir^eper of the library of St. Mark at Venice, 
hts intimate friend and correfpondent, with the 
whole account how the author was taHcen^ up, 
A *»<! 



H TO THE READER. 

and fecured in the inquiiition, as the letter of 
the fecretary to the fame Signar RhediyvUl fhew: 
which letter, as it gives a great many curious 
particulars in the ex^oikiation of the criminal, 
(Jot he, was taken up as fuoh, although nothing 
very, material was proved againft him ; for which 
reafon, he received a more favourable treatment 
than is generally believed to be cuftomarv in 
that dreadful tribunal^ fo it dlfcovers nO indi« 
reft praAifes of the inqui£tion ; but, on the 
contrary, ihews they proceed with a great deal 
of ciraumfpedion witHin their waHs, tho' all 
things are involved in impenetrable darknefs to 

thofe without. Befides the fuccefiion of new 

popes, and, generally fpeaking, the change of their 
officers attending it, might make them be lefs 
upon their guard, as the fecretary feems to hint 
at in his letter. Neither is there any thing that 
might do him any' harm, in cafe he were dif- 
covered; efpeckdly wiitiBg to a friend of his 
own communion, ^d a prieft, as Signor Khedi 
was ; which is likewife feen by the Tetter. 

As to the fecond quigre^ the manufcript came 
into the publifher's nands by the means of the 
fame Sigrtor Rhediy who is an honour to his 
church, prpfcffifiji, a]^ co«ntty, aad one of the 
ao^oft learaed ajn} Polite^ wen. in the worW. He 
i^ nqt fo bigotte4 to hii religion or profeffion^ 
^^ to fiui?i the coi9t>any. of the Heretical Tra^ 
ftio^Ani, a titlj^ the Itali«M generaUy give us; 
b^t Ipves an4 efti^^nis a learnied nan, although 
of a d^^fent p^rfuafio. One reafoa for this 
nyay be, that he W^aiW 4 freer aii at Venice, 
than they dp in the other parts of Italy. The 
inquifitioa h^s no^ipg to do in the Venetiai^ 
tendtorijes. Althpvgh they ase roman oathoUcs, 
th^ Hate adf^its of no tribunal independent of 
itfclf jUrJ^jfiifeSfc a^ Aey ^t» a. trading people. 
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TO TB£ R£At>£A. iii 

their eommerce obliges tKem to be civil to per- 
fom of til perfuaiiotis, efpecially flrangers; but 
of all others thej feem to have the greatcft ref- 
ped for the Engliik ; whether it be on account 
of their power at fea, or their franknefs iti 
fpending their money, fo many of the Englifh 
nobility and gentry travelling thtt way -, or from 
the candour and iincerity of our nature, fo op- 
pofke to the Italians, yet highly efteemed by 
them : be that as it will, the publifher, who 
had feveral times made the tour of Italy, was 
not only intimately acquainted, but had con- 
trailed a particular friendfhip with Signer Rhsdi^ 
as well on account of their mutual inclinations 
f<Jr learning and antiquity, as for feveral reci'- 
procal obligations pafiin? between them. The 
laft time he was at Venice, which was in com- 
pany of a perfon of the firft rant, who liked 
the place as well as he did, he flayed there up- 
wards of fifteen months*, during which time he 
had the opport^ty of enjoying the converfa- 
tion of his learned friend, with as much liberty 
as if he had been of the fame perfuafion* But, 
the prefem of a gold repeating watch, witb 
fome other of our EngUfh curiofities, fo won 
his heart,, that one day being together in the 

freat library, he Unlocks a , little grate where 
e kept his rarities, and turning to me with a 
fmile, " Signor IngUf§^* fays he, holding a ma- 
nufcript in his hand, ** here is fuch a curiofity, 
I am fure you never faw, or perhaps never 
keitird of: it is the life of a i>erfon who is 
now in the inqui£tion at Bologna, taken frtmi 
Jiis own confemon before the inquifitors ; with 
the account of a country in the heart of the 
vafl defaru of Africai, whofe inhabitants have 
lived unknown to all the world upwards of 3000 
years* and inacceffible to aU the world, but \rf 
A a th© 
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ir TO THE READER. 

the way he was carried thither. The iaoulfico^ 
are fo far perfuaded of the truth of u, that 
they have promifed him his liberty, if he will 
undertake to condu^ fome miflionaries the fame 
way> to preach the gofpel to a numerous peo- 
ple, who, by his account, have tke greateit know- 
edge of natural religion and polity. of any hea- 
then nation yet known, even beyond the Chi- 
nefe. For my own part,, I could fcarce have 
believed it, had not the fecretary of the fame 
inqui&icm, who you may be fuie, by his poft, 
is not 3. uum to be impeded upoo, aiTured me 
of the tumk of it : nay, that he himfelf was 
prefem at his feiiure and examination, and feat 
jme a copy of his life, which he was ordered to 
give in by the inqui^Ws ; with the whole ac- 
count of the occa&m. and manner of his feizure. 
It feems be had lived ibme time in Bologna ia 
the quality of a phyfician, under the name of 
Signor Gauderitio di Lucca^ which he fays is his 
true name, and confirms it by the place of his 
birth, the names of his parents, time of hiscap-^ 
tivity, £3*<r. He had dropped fome words of-;lc- 
veral ftrange fecrets he was matter of, with mut- 
terings of an unknown nation, religion and cuf- 
toms, quite new to the Italian ears; for which 
jeafon the inquifitipn thought fit to feize him, 
and by ways and means made ufe of in that tri- 
bunal, obliging him to give an account of his 
whole life, which is the moft furprifing I ever 
read. Here is the fecretary's letter, giving a 

fuccin^ account of the whole a£Fair. ^ I 

have added," continued he, " fome critical re- 
marks in proper places, to ihew that this account 
is not fo incredible as it may appear at firft 
light, and that it agrees with fome hints left us 
in the remains of antient hiftory. Befides, the 
man ftaE^s to the truth of it with a ftea^f^* 

nefs 
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TO THE K£AD£R. p 

ttefs tbat is fitrprilitig.^-^— Ht is a petfon ^f c 
^ery handfeme prclence, well read, good feafe^ 
mni as it appears to the hu^ui&ors (who are 
Bice ju(^es) of ieeimiftglf good morals. He pro- 
fefTeth Kimfelf a zealous roman catholic, and that 
he alwayt was ib ; for whkk reaion,^ the inqui* 
fitors are cWiler to hhn than ordinary.^— He 
gives ittch a noional and ciroumftantial account 
of hia adventures, that I am of the iecretary's 
opinion, as «a the truth of it. But,'' added he, 
•• I will not foreftal the fatisfaftion you wiU 
£nd in the perufal:" fo ddivered tl» msmu- 
fcript and the iecreury's letter into the pub- 
iiiher's hands, who running his ejes over it for 
fome time, was fo firuck with the novelty of 
the thing, that he aflced Signor Rhidf^ whether 
he might not take a copy of it* He was an- 
fwered, he could not pemdt the manufcript to 
\it taken out of the library ; nor could he, with 
iiaEfety to hiiiilf^lf^ allow a flranger, and of ^ a dtf^ 
ferent religion tooy the liberty dT ftaying ^ long 
in the library by himfelf, ^ the traiorfcribing 
would take up. The pubUilrar iaid» he might 
put what guards upi^ nim he plea^s^ provided 
fie might 'but tranforibe it* No, fays le, that 
is inconvenient too ; but I will wAtt one of my 
under- librarians, I can (ionfide in, to write you 
sn exadt copy, with the feeretary*s letter and 
my own remarks, if you think them worth 
your notice; which he did moft faithftlily; ge- 
Herouily commanding the tranfcrib^r, at the f^e 
tinte, not to take any thin^ of me for his pains. 
Thus, this curioiis manufcnpt came to hand, to 
the m£niie iatisfa^ftion of the publisher, and he 
hopes it will j»ove no lefs to the rerfer's, in 
the penifal of it. Thfe charafter of Signof Gau- 
^t^o cannot -be called in qucftion ; nor is the 
publi&er a perfon-fo little verfed in the nature 
' - A3 ^ and 
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yi to: the reader. 

and vrzj$ of the Italians, as to be impeded ttp» 
on. The tranflation from the Italian is as ex* 
a^ as poffible. This is the .previous account th# 
Publifliei: thought proper to give of this affair. 

N. B. Great part of the matters treated of 
in thefe memoirs, being tranfa^led in a ipman 
catholic countrj, and amone roman catholics, the 
reader muft ^not wonder, if they fpeak oi their 
religion, as if it were the only true one in the 
world. 

It will not be improper to admoniih the reader, 
not to difcredit immediately fome of the rela^ 
tions contained ixt thefe memoirs; but to fuf- 
pend his judgment till he hath re^ Stgnor Rhedi's 
remarks ; particularly, when he comes to the 
origin and antiquity of the people the author 
ipeaks of. ,The learned will find In them fuch 
a vail knowledge in hiflory, and the moft in-^ 
tricate remains of antiquity, as wffl render them 
very well worth their notice. The fame Si^or 
Rhedi told the publiiher, he had enquired into 
what happened at Venice ; particularly what the 
author mentions of Monfi$ur Gedarty one of the 
moft improbable parts of his adventures^ and 
found the whole to be juft as he relates it. 

The publiiher is fatisfied the reader will be 
extremely ibrry, as well as himfelf, for the lois 
of fome flieets bdonging to the middle part of 
this hiftory. How t£ey came to be loft he can- 
not tell; but he fuppofeth, by the incivility of 
the cuftom^houfe officers at MarfeiUes ; &r they 
tumbled over his e£Feifts at a very rude rate, and 
while he had an eye oa other matters, they ei- 
ther took fome of the loofe iheets, or they drop- 
ped out in the tumbling ; at which he was very 
much i^qubled, when he came to iiuf& them in ^ i^ 

the courle of the tranflation». ^ 
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Sl^N TRODUCTION 

TO THX yOLXOWlMO 

MEMOIRS. 

Giving an Account of the Caufes and Manner 
of the Seizure of 

Signer Gautentio di Lucca^ 

And the iirft Part of his Examination. 

In a Letter from the Secretary of the Inquifi* 
rion, to SiGNOR Rhedi. 

The Italian Titles oi Jlluftrijftmo^ ^c. are left out, 
as not ufed in our Language. 



SIR, 

X H £ prefent turn of *afFairs, which fills the 
heads of other people with intrigues of ftate, givet 
me an oj^rtunit^-of returning my bed thanks, for 
the rich prefent you were pleafed to fend to a per- 
fon who was yours before, by the Uri^eft ties of 
A 4 gratitude* 

^ He cither rneaof the death of Tome Pope, or fome extraor^ 
^mn CriiU ia tbe Romilh Occoi^omj* 
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via INTRODUCTION. 

gratitude.-— The cabinet, with the other curioiitie^, 
came fafe to hand, and fhew, that whoever is £o 
happj as to oblige Signor Rhtdi^ fows a feed which 
returns an hundred fold. The poverty of our *pro- 
feflion, hinders me from being capable of making a 
fixitable return, for your magnificent prefcnt •, but 
nothing ought to take from me the denre of expref- 
jfing my acknowledgments. In teilimony of it, and 
to Slew that poverty itfelf ntay be grateful, I fend 
Tou by the bearer, the account of a man, whofe life 
has filled our inquifitors with wonder and afloniih- 
ment. He has been in the inquiiition at this place 
about two years : we have employed all our en- 
gines to find out the truth of what he is, and can 
find nothing material againft him, uzJefs it be the 
unheard of account he gives of himfelf. Our firft 
inquifitor has obliged him to write his own life, 
with all the particulars, as fuccinAly as pofiible, 
adding threats withal, that if we find Him in a falfe 
ftoiT^, it ftiall be wo^fe for him. He tells us ftranap 
Hories of one of the moft beautiful countries in the 
world, in the very heart of the vail defarts of Africa,, 
inacceflible to all the world but by one way, which 
ieems as extraordinary as the country it leads to. — 
•As you are a perfon of univerfal knowled« in an- 
tiquity, and an admirer of curiofities of this nature^ 
I £bnd you a copy of the manufcrist to hare your 
opinion of it ; and to give you as clear a notion of 
the man as I can. You muil know, that about three 
years before he was taken up by the inquifition, he 
took a neat houfe at Bologna m quality of a phyfi- 
cian, paffing thro' fome flight examination for 
form lake, and paying his feet as is c^omary with. 

iirangeri» 



^ ^ The Secretary was a l>omiakail Friar % the Pomkueaas be# 
h% Mafters of the loquifilioo* 
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INTRODUCtlON. ix 

ibangers. His name, as he fiiys, is Gaudentio di 
Lucca^f originally of Lucca, but born in Ragufa ;§ 
Ke is a tall, handfome, clean-built man, as you fha& 
fee in a thoufand; of a very polite adobefs, and 
ibmething very engaging in his afpe<ft, as befpeaks 
your favour at firft fight. He feems to be near 
fifty ; he is a man of good fenfe and fine difcourfe^ 
tho' his accent is not pure Italian ; becaufe, as he 
fays, of his living fo long in foreign countries. life 
ipeaks almoU all the oriental languages, and has a 
very competent Ihare of other parts of learning, as 
well as that of his profeflion. We fent to Ragufa 
and Lucca to enquire about him, but could not get 
the lealt information of his being known in thofe 
parts. The reafbn of which he has given in his life, 
as you will fee ; only at Ragufa, feme people re- 
membered there had been a merchant of that name, 
about five and twenty years ago, who was either loft 
or taken by pirates, and never heard of more. 

The inquifition, as you know, fir, has eyes every 
where, efpecially on ftrangers ; we kept an eye on 
him from his firft fettling at Bologna ; but, as \^e 
proceed with juftice as well as caution, we could not 
difcover any lufficient reafon to take him up. His 
- life was as regular as that of others of his profef- 
fion, which he did not follow very dofely, but only 
for form fake, being chieflj^ confulted at his own 
houfe, on account of fome extraordinary iecrets he 
pretended to be mafter of, without making any vifits 
but to ladies, with whom he grew in prodigious 
requeft. They faid he had a fweetnefs of eafe in 
converfation, that was almoft bewitching. This un- 
accountable fondnefs of the ladies gave us the firft 
fufpicion, left he ihould inftill fome ill •notions into 
that iex,' fo credulous where they are fond, and fo 

incredulous 

f A Kttic Republic in Italy. 

i A Rep«b)ic in Dalmatla, and trlbnlary to the Tuilu 
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II INTRODUCTION. 

increduloua where they diflite. He profeilied him^ 
ielf a roman catholic, ieemed to have a competent 
knowledjge, and even veneration, confidering he was 
a phyfician, for our holy myfteries : fo we had no- 
thing againft him on that account. We could not 
find that he wanted for money, though he lived ra- 
ther genteely than magnificently : we found on fe- 
veral occafiont, that money, the idol of other peo- 
ple, was the leafl of his care : and that he had lome 
fecret fprings we could not fathom. His houfe was 
but decently, though completely fumilhed for one . 
of his rank *, he kept two fervants in livery, and a 
valet de chambre ; who being of this town, knew 
no more of him than we did. There was an elderly 
lady we thought had been his wife, but it proved 
fhe was not ; a foreigner for whom he feemed to 
have a great refpeft, and her maid a foreigner alfo J^ 
and an elderly maid fervant of the town. We have 
them all fecured in the inquifiition, tho' he does not 
know it. She has the remains of a wonderfully fine 
face, and an air of quality ; fhe fpeaks a broken 
Italian, fo that we can get very little oiit of her but 
what agrees with his account. I am confident you 
will rather be pleaied with thefe particulars than 
think them tedious. There is fomethin^ fo extra- 
ordinary in the man, I ought not to omit the leaft 
circumftance. We had feveral confultations about 
him in our inquifition, as well as our conilant inteU 
ligences, but could difcover nothing of moment •,-— 
we examined what correfpondentshe had from other 
parts, and ordered the poflmafler to fend us all his 
letters, which we could eafily open, and feal up 
again with the greatefl nicety, but we could not find 
any he had, except one about a moderate rent of 
four thoufand crowns in the bank of Genoa ; and 
two from a lady of your city of Venice, whom we 
difcovered to be a celebrated courtezan, who fubr 
fcribes herfelf Favilla. We find by her laft letter. 

that 
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INTRODUCTION. xi 

Aat he had given her yery good advice» and per- 
iUaded her to becomes penitent ; you'll oblige ut 
if you will enquire what ihe i|. Amorous intrigues 
xtot falling under our cbgnizance, we let him alone 
fbr fome time» having a perfpn under our examina- 
tion on fufpicion of being a jew in mafquerade, and 
a fpy from the grand Signor, whic^ kept us em- • 
ployed for fome time. Befides, the good advice he 
gave the courtezan, and he being paft his prime» 
made us lefs fufpipious of the ladies ; we fuppofed 
they had recourle to him on account of fome female 
liLfirmities. Tho' the young ladies were moft fcHia 
of him, his behaviour to them was more an endear- 
ing fweetneft and courteiy, than love, with very 
little figns, (at leaft he had the addreis to conceal 
them,) of more kindne& for one than another. In 
ffce, perfons of the beft rank, of both fexes, feegan 
to have a prodigious liking for his company ; he 
flole upon them infenfibly. As he increaied in this 
good opinion, he opened himfelf with greater free- 
<rom ; he made no ihew at all at firfl, more than a 
fee prefence and a polite addrefk : but after fur- 
ther acijuaintance, they difcovered he was mafter of 
nioft fciences, and fliewed a fuperior genius in any 
thing they could difcourfe of. We employed pro- 
' per perfons to iniinuate themfelves into his good 
liking, and confult him as a friend on feveral nice 
points ; but he had iiich a prefence of mind, yet ap- 
peared fo unconftrained in his difcourfe, that they 
owned themfelves novices in comparifon to him.— 
If they talked of politicks, he faid very judicioufly, 
it was not for men of his rank to meddle with af- 
fairs of ftate, or examine what perfons did in the 
cabinet. If of religion, he feemed to underftand it 
Ttry well for one of his profeffion; that nothing 
came from him but what was consonant to the ca- 
tholic faith ; expr6ffing on all occafions a great de- 
Jerence for the authority c^ the church. But flill 

the 
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M INTRODirXJTION. 

the more fagacious were perfuaded fometking mote 
than ordiilary lay hid under that fpecious cover^^ 
At length talking one day with fome of our fpies 
about the cuftoms of "foreign countries, he faid, he 
had met with a nation in one of the remotefl parts 
of the world, who, tho' they were heathens, had 
. more knowledge of the law of nature and common 
morality, than the moil civilized chriftians. Thit 
was immediately carried to us, and explained as z 
Tfefleftion on the chriftian religion. Another time, 
as he had a great knowledge in philofophy, he dropt 
Ibme words, as if he had fome (kill in judicial, al- 
trology 5 which, you know, fir, is a capital crime 
with us. We were as good as refolved to feize him, 
when we were determined to it by the following 
accident. Two of the moft beatiful women in aU 
Bologna had fallen in love with him, either on ac- 
count ' of the handfomenefs of his perfon, or by a 
whinificalnefs peculiar to fome women, becaufe he 
was a ftranger ; or thinking he might keep their 
fecrets better under the cloak of being a phyfician ; 
or in fine, drawn in by fome love potion, or other, 
we can't tell; but the matter grew to fuch a height, 
that on his fhewing more favour to one than the 
other, our women being moft violent in their jealoufy 
as well as love, the other to be revenged, faid he 
had bewitched her; which fhe was fure of, for that, 
fince the very firft time iht faw him, flie thought 
there was fomething more in him, than ever fhe 
faw in any man in her Ufe. Befides, ihe faid, fhe 
* had often found him drj^wing circles^ and figures on 
» pape?, which to her looked like conjuration. Her 
friends immediately informed our fathers of it ; fo 
we refolved to fcize him, if it were but to find out 
his fecrets, and fee what the inan was. There was 
another reaibn induced us to it, which the world 
will hardly believe, tho* it is matter of fad : that 
is, we were afraid the mab livOttid be aflaifinated by 

fome 
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INTRODUCTION. xUi 

fori* fccret mesas or other, for being fo great with 
our ifkdies ; fo to fave his life, and not lofe the dif* 
coveries we expefted from him, it was determined 
he ihoYild be leized immediately. Accordingly, I 
was deputed with three under-officers, to do the bu« 
£ne&, out with all the caution and fecrecy ufual iii 
fuch cafes. It was done about midnight, when we 
had watched one of the two ladies that he favoured 
noft, into his houfe. We went in a dofe coach, 
and myMf and one of the officers ftoppine at the 
door, as foon as the fervant opened it, ftepped in, tel- 
ling him what we were, and charging him at his peril 
not to make the leafl noife. The fervants being 
Italians, and knowing the confequence of the leal): 
refiftanoe, ftood as mute as fiihes. We immediately 
' wait into the inner pariour, and contrary to our ez« 
negation, found our gentleman, the young lady with 
her ^vemante, and the elderfy lady that belonged 
to him, fitting very decently at an elegant collation 
•f fruits and Iweet-meats, brought, as we fuppofed, 
by the fair lady as a prefent. At our ^rh appear- 
ance, he ieemed more furprifed than terrified. As 
we make no ceremonies in thoie ca&s, we told him 
our errand, asd commanded him to come along with 
us without the leaft refiftance, or elfe it ihould be 
worfe for him. Then we turned to the youn? lady, 
whole friends and perfbn we knew, and told her, 
we.wondered to find her in fuch company, at fuch 
im&a^able hours ; but on account of her friends, 
would not meddle with her, but bid her for her own 
£Jce, as ftke tendered her life and honour, never to 
take the leaft notice of the affair. She trembling, 
and read^ to faint away, after fome hefitation, was 
able to £iy, that ihe was come to confult about her 
he^hv that ihe broiu^ht her govemante along with 
her to take off all fiifyicion, smd as fhe was miftrefs 
of herielf and fortune, it was not unufual for per- 
fona (^ her rank to be out at that time, confideting 
B the 

Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



air INTR'01!>UGTraN. 

^e JifAt af eke icMbn. She 4iad £Miwee paronounoei 
t^fe words, yiketi r&e fell dire^l^. inta ^ ^iloaB. 
Berrgo^eimattle ^kaYiog dtings^eper for fisck ac-» 
cafioos, revived and comforted Jier as well m ike 
could. But wk«ii we were goinir to taflre the ^m<» 
tleman akmg widi «ttSy tke -ekLeiHy lady, to whom ms 
it^poie he had told his nuaibrtuae, iaftead-of fal- 
l»g ifito fits, flew «t UB lilce aitigscis, wkk a iarj.I 
Beveriawiii4Ui3rikttm^€realatremfn7Ule; tsar* 
log at us with heraaib and teeth»asaf ihe k«l>baflB 
in t^e moft rqpjig iDadxM6. ^^ mit accHftoned -to • 
3reiifbmc^ooimdaring.our chjum^ber-aad doth, and 
ihe awoMian^erealmoftinoU0i^ei8;-wJiea«the fei- 
rants at thenoife came .up, we coauaaauded them in 
the name of the inc|uifition to Stixhtr : . the gcni« 
tkman interpc^ied in our £z«ottr,£ijdngibme wunk 
to ker in an uninownlai^age.'wdiich heaifiired 
us was to beg h€r to iaetpacified, as ftetender'^ im 
life «s wttU as her^firwn ; idien the >viol8nce joi iier 
palEon^ turned another wta^, imd^kvew ker into tho' 
nrongeit ^eonvuUions I eiter &w. 167 this dae the 
other two officers wece conse up, wxmdenngat'Ottr 
ablaj^ andto find lefiftence s^ainft tke officers <of th^ 
jpftquifitiai. The gendeonan with a faceottiin^ ful^ 
asi^Ebon, aathear ihaniear, yielded kimielf a~~prifoDer» 
and begged us to paidon the liulden tasaufports of « 
penfofu unacquainted >widi tmr oulboms, who£s 1% 
in £bine manner de^Dcnded <m im> That flie waaa 
IFerfian ladjr of qua&y, bron^t Iiua thkcountryl^ 
neat jmafortunee, who had once iatred:hisiife,a8 
£e had been -afifeerwards inftrutuental in ikying hncs. 
That ihe was difpoikd to ^taum chriftian, with kiten- 
tiosi after foaae ttme to «nd;her da^s in.a convene. 
STkat &r bis own part, nelying^ on his innocence, 3ie 
xeadilf iiibnntted to 70»r autkorttj, and offered Imn- 
ielf to be carried wherever we pleafcd : he ntbered 
idlthis wkh an air of eonftancy that waa iurprifing* 
WfiimnKdiaitdy tank ^kim dwto the ^omch, leaving 

two 
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twoof A<r effic^wwitli thecMerly Itdji and com- 
laan^foig them and the gentlibnan's fcrvants not to 
f^ out of the room tiU ftipther orders. ' A« foon as 
^wt^ armed at* the mqtuikioit, we lodged him. in a 
)laBdf6me ftro&g room ; not fb nHtch like a crimi- 
Hal, a€ like a perfoB for whom we had fbme refpe^i 
There we tcft hi» to his owa thoughts, and Teturn- 
«d to hi^houfe to fei»c the eWerfy lady and his pa- 
mpers. HttTiftg difinijRed the yoimg lady and her 
^Ttfua^e before^ I forgot to tell yoxt, that Sffnor 
^avJM^hi by ovlt permiffion, had %>ke to her com- 
ing out of her fit^ in Italian, (for we- would not let 
him fpeah to her in the unknown language, for 
fear Of a combination) and with mueh pam» made 
her tmderftaad, that he begged her hy td\ that was 
dear; to^ Sabmift to whatever we fhoul^ enjoin her ; 
m^furing her by that means all would be well for 
her falety and his own, whieh laft word feemed to 
^iro fome calm to h«» tempeiluous fpirits— Yo«l 
may'lMlievd, iir, we were much furprifed at the no- 
jvsel^df the thing, smd the account he gave of her 
lEfisMkj* B^kt often meeting with falfe flories in our 
emjplof ment, that did^ not hinder us from doing our 
^•ly : fb, I took her- by the hand with ai great deal 
^ f efpe6^, and put her into the coach betwe^ mjr- 
&lf and my companion ; not without apnrehenfions 
' of feme extravagant follies, cenfidering tae viol^fiee 
of her temper. But Ihe continued pretty fedate, 
only ieemed to be overwhelmed with grief: we 
brought hor to the inquifiti<m, and lodg^ her in m 
vox^handfome apartment feparate from the convent, 
on acconnt of her fez 'f with two waiting women to 
Attend her with all re^<ft, 'till we were better ap- 
f>rixed of tho truth of her €^lity. This obliged 
me to take another journey to Signar Gaudentie'm 
Jioufe, to feeure hi$ paper s,with whatever thk might 
eontributo to further our difcovery. I found all 
ibifligt ia^ihe fame order I k& (hem -, but being eic- 
B a tremely 
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treniel/ fatigued, I fat down to the elegant collation 
that was left, ai»d after a fmall repaft, went to bed 
in his houfe, to have the morning before us for.fe- 
curing his efFefts.— — I fealed up all the papers I 
coCdd find, to examine them at more leifure ; took 
an inventory of all the moveables, that they might 
be reftored to him in cafe he were found innocent ; 
and fent for a proper officer to remain in the houfe, 
who was to be reiponfible for every thing. There 
were two little cabinets of curious workmanihip ; 
one of them, as it appeared, belonged to him, the 
other to the fbrange lady, but being full of intricate . 
drawers or tills, we took them both along with us. 
Thefe, and the papers, we delivered to the head in- 
quiiitors, not being willing to proceed in either of 
their examinations, till we had got all the light we 
could, to find out the truth, for that was all our 
aim ; then we could tell what courfe to take with 
them. We placed two cunning lay brothers, in the 
nature of fervants for Signor GaudetitiOy who were 
to infinuate themfelves into his favour by their kind 
ofEces,compai&onating his misfortunes, and adviiing 
him to difcover the whole truth, in the account of 
his life, quality, profelfion, opinions, and in fine, 
whatever articles he was to be interrogated on, to 
xonfefs ingenuoully what he knew : that that was 
the only way to find favour at the hands of the in- 
quiiitors, that they pardoned almoil all faults on a 
jincere confefiion, and an aiTurance of amendment. 
I vifited him myfelf feveral times before his exami- 
nation, and gave him the fame advice and afiurance. 
he promifed me faithfully he would, and feemed fo 
ileady and confirmed in his own ixmocence, with. 
iiich an agreeable, ytt fincere way in his difcourfe.^ 
^as really fiirprifed me, and caufed me already to be 
prejudiced in his favour ; adding with a fmile, that 
the hiilory of his life would adminifter more cauie 
of wonder ihjit indignation-— —Not to be too par* 

ticular. 
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tioukr, tke elikf of tke iamifitloo, mth myMi 
along wiih them, iet to th« Kiutiax of kis papeft ; 
vm examined them wkh all tko care imaginable, 
but could fiad xu>thi&g ta groumd any- mateml ae - 
cuiatioa, except £omt imper^B^ memoir* of the 
cuftome of a couotrj asd peopW unkeard of to us* 
and, I believe, lo all the world befide ; with ibme 
odd 6har*€Un or VFord#^ ^hicb had no affinity with 
any language or chara^ers we ever iaw« We dif- 
eoivered belud a great l^owledge in natural philo- 
lb|^7, with foqae remark* ths^t were very curioue. 
Tnere was a rough draught of a map, of a country 
with towns, rivers^ lakes, ^. but no climate marked 
dowa, In ihort, all his papera contained nothing 
but feme fm^l fitetckes of philo£[»phy and phyiie. 
with ibme pieces of poetry of an uncommon tafte^ 
Neither could we find any fbotfieps of judicial a- 
ftrology, or calculations of nativities, of which we 
had t^B greatefi fufpieion, only a pair globes, a fet 
of mathematical inftruments, charts of navigation, 
formsr of unknown trees and plants, and fuch like 
things, as all gentleman who delight in travelling 
are curious to have. There were indeed fbme lines, 
circles^ fegmtnts of circles, w^ich y^e fuppo^d the 
informing lady meant ; but looked like an attempt 
to find out the longitudje rathe* than an^ magical 
fehemes^^-^His booka were of the fame nature ; no- 
thing of herefy that we could fee, but fuch as be- 
l«mged to a man of learning. There were ieveral 
common l^ka of devotion, fuch as are approved of 
by ou!r chiirch, andfeemed pretty well uf<Kl ; by 
which we judged him to be really a roman catholic, ' 
and' a peri^ of no bad morals. But, as nothinfg 
looks fd like an honeft man as a knave, this did n«t 
take away all our fufjpicion.— r-When we canw to 
open the cabinets, in the firft of them, which be- 
longed to him, we found in one of the drawers about 
lour hundred aad fifty roman crowns, with oth^r 
B 3 ^*Al 
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fmall adoney, and fome foreign coin along with it, 
at Turkifh £equins, and fome vre knew, nothing of. 
The fum not being very extraordinary, we could 
conclude nothing from thence. In another drawer 
we found feveral precious ilones, fome £et, fome un- 
fet, of a very great value, fo far from being coun- 
terfeit, that we never faw any fo brilliant. Befides, 
ieverai pieces of native gold, of fuch finenefs a« no- 
thing with us can come up to it. In a third, we 
found a fmall heap of medals moft ofgold, but of 
an unknown flamp and antiquity. There were 
outlandifh Hones of odd figures enough, which to 
others might look like talifmans, but we took them 
for fome out-o'-the way curiojSties. In a private 
drawer in the center of the cabinet, there was fome- 
thing wrajat .up in a piece of green filk of wonder- 
ful nneneis, all embroidered with hearts and hands 
joined together, wrought in ^gold with prodigious 
art, and intermixed with different flowers, unknown 
in our part of the world ; in the midft of it was an 
azure none, as large as the palm of one's hand, fet 
Toundwith rubies of very great value, on which 
was moft artfully painted in miniature, a woman at 
length, holding a little boy in her left hand, the 
moft beautiful creature that ever eyes beheld ; clad 
likewii4 in green filk, fpankled with golden fun&; 
their complexion was fomewhat darker than that 
of our Italian ladies ; but the features, efpecially 
the woman's, fo uncommonly beautiful, as. if fixe 
had \^^n of another fpecies, and under was engraved 
with aliiamond, in a modem hand, " Q^efiq Sole." 
You may be fure, fir, this raifed our ideas of the 
Mian ; at firft wc thought he had the fecret of the 
philofopher's ftone : but in all his inventory we 
could find no implements of that art. Then we 
thought he muft Have been fome famous pirate, or 
one who had i^oVbed the cabinet of fome great 
prince, and c^e to live at Bologna in that private 
.V. manner, 
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vAnntr^ under the difguife of a phjfician. B«t 
/ having been three years in the town, if it had been 
anj European prince, the world would have had an 
accoimt of it before now : fo we concluded that 
either what Jie faid of that unknown country wat 
true, or that he had robbed fome of the eaftem 
princes, and got off clear with his prixe. But the 
pidure of tne woman made ut incline to think, he 
had married fome outlandifli queen, and on her 
death h^d retired with her effeds. The reft of the 
drawers were full of natural curio£ties of foreign 
plants,, roots^ bones <^ animals, birds, infers, &<:• 
irom whence very likely he took his phyfical fe* 
crets. The other cabinet, which belonged to the 
elderly lady, was very rich, but nothing nigh the 
firft ; there were a. great many fmall jewels, and 
fome very fine pearls, with bracelets, pendants, and 
other curious ornaments belonging to women, and 
a little pi^hire of a very handfome man about 
, thirty, nothing like our gentlemen, in a warlike 
drefs, with a Turkiih fcimitar by his fide. By his 
mein he feemed to be a man of note, but we could 
$nd nothing that could give us any infight what 
they were : fo, that we were at a lofs witn all our 
fagacity what to think of the matter, or to find any 
juft caufe to keep them in the inquifition ; for. tho* 
we don't difcover our motives to other people, we 
n.ev^r proceed againft any one but on very ftrong, 
fufpicions ; on which account we were refblved to 
make his confinement as eafy as pof&ble, till we 
could fee further into the affair. We had thoughts 
of examining the woman firft, to get what we could 
from her for his interrogatories ; but flie not un- 
derftanding Italian enough, we fent to Venice with 
our accuftomed privacy, for fome of your people^ 
that trade to the Levant, to be our interpreters.— r- 
In the mean time we refblved to try what we could 
g^t out of him by his own confeffion ; fo we feat 

for 
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for hi» hetoxt ui. He came int^ the room whh A 
Modeft unooDccTBednefs, tktt rather argued -winder 
than appreheAfion ^ we had the cabinet ;tnd jewels 
M befove »», ihe%ed them to kim all together, with 
the inventory of hk goods, affuring him thej &ould 
be forth-coming, in cafe we were apprized of hie 
imioeeBce *, but withal advifing him, as well as com-' 
manding him to confefs the truth, and then not a 
kair of hi» head ihould be touched* But) if ever 
we caught )iim in a falfe ftory, all fiiould be con*'' 
fifcated, and he nev^!" fee fUn or moon more. He 
aiftired us, with great refpe^, he would own th^ 
truth to every thing we 6iauld interrogate him 
about, in an accent that would have perfuaded any 
one of his finoerity, humbly deiiring to know what 
aceufadons we had agafnft him. We anfw'ered, that 
was not the method of v the inquifitjon, but that he 
&ould anfwer diredly to our Interrogatories* As 
the holy olBce chiefly concerns itfelf about religion, 
we alked him firft, what religion he was of- The 
reafon of this was, becaufe, tho* he profeffed him* 
felf a roman catholic, we were to keep up the forms. 
Neither did we know, but that he might be fome 
Jew or Turkiii fpy in mafquerade ; then his name ^ 
place of his bivth ? where he was educated ? how 
he came by thofe jewels ? what was the occafion of 
his fettling at Bologna ? who that elderly lady was^ 
in fine, every thing, in general and particular, we 
ooiild think of at firft, the better to compare his 
anfwers afterwards. He told us, he was a roma» 
catholic bred and born •, always profeffed himfelf 
fuch, and in that faith would live and die, Irt what 
will happen to him. He explained himfelf on th« 
chief heads, to flicw that he was well inftru<5led in 
his religion : he appealed to all the, enquiries we 
could make, whether he had not behaved as a ro- 
man catholic on all occafions, naming a capuchin m 
the town, who waa his father confeflbr*, to whoan 

he 
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iie fiud, be gave leave to declare all he Itnew on tkat 
head. As to his name, he faid, his true name was 
Gaudentw di Lucca, tho' bom at Ragufa. That his 
father was a merchant trading to the Levant, which 
employment he de£gned to follow himfelf, but in 
his firfl vojrage was taken by an Aleerine pirate, 
who carried him a flave to Grand Cairo, and fold 
him to a laercbant, of what country nobody knew; 
which merchant took him along with him, thro' the 
vaft defarts of Africa, by a way he would defcribe 
to us if we required it, till he came to a country, 
perhaps, the moft civilized and polite in the whole 
univerfe. In that country he lived near five and 
twenty years» till on the death of his wife, and his 
only furviving ion, whofe pi<flures were in the ca* 
binet ; the melancholy difaner made him induce his 
father-in-law, who was the merchant that had firft 
bought him, to take another journey to Grand 
Cairo, from whence he might be able to return to 
his native country. This the merchant (for he 
pafied for fuch, tho' he was a great ruler in his own 
country) complied with : but happening to come 
thither when tne plague raged in the city, his father- 
in-law and feveral of his attendants died of it ; leav- 
ing him heir to moil of his e0e^s, and part of the 
jewels we few before us. That being now entirely 
at liberty, he returned in a French fhip trading 
from Marfeilles to the Levant \ the mailer's name 
was Francois Xavier Gadatt, who by agreement wat 
to land him at Venice, but touching at Candy, they 
accidentally faved the life of that elderly lady, and 
brought her off along with them, for which they 
were puriued by two Turkish veffels, and carried 
prifbnera to Confiantinople, but releafed by the or- 
der of the fultanefs mother. That Momfitur Godart 
was well known at Venice, particularly by Signor 
Corridaniy an eminent merchant there, who could 
diTure us of the truth of what he faid* That, ia 

fine. 
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fiae, hcmftg ftaiik fome time atTtnice to £ee the 
cKriofitks uid the camirai, an ajffaix rekiing to the 
Toun^ kdy we faw. -whh kiin^ whett. be ivaa fi^zedv 
and tke love he had fox leaTxiing, Bologaa. htixtg a 
£amoiis uniyerfitx, mducoi him. to fettle thj^je, whef« 
he prefumed we had bees verj weH informed of hia 
be&iviour ever fmce. This^ ^id hei is- th& wxdk 
fuccm^ account I can^ g^ve to yxmr r&nv&icm oft 
the interrogatonea ^ou have propofed to me v tho^ 
my Hfe has been chequered with Aich & i/^mtj oC 
incidents, as would take a great deal of time to de<> 
£send to particulars. We looked at one another 
with £bme &rprife: at this firange acacapunt* which 
he delivered with ivch an air of A^eadineis^ as fcarce 
left any room to doubt of the tpruth of it. How* 
ever, our fuperioc tutited to. him, and laid, " Signor 
Ga»dentio, we neithes believe pn disbelieve what 
foa tell us : as we condemn no mani without a fult 
conviction of his crime, fo we are not to be impof* 
ed upon, by the accounts pieople may give of them* 
felvcsj, what is here before us, fliews there is fome» 
thing extraordinary in the cjaie. If we find you to 
Ve an impoiler» you ihall fuilSer as fuch ; in the 
mean time» till we can be better informed, we en*^ 
join you to give in your whole lift, with all occur* 
ranees^ except your private finsi, if you have any, in 
writing ; which you fliaUL read to us, and be croft- 
examined as we think proper. It will concern you 
therefore to be very exaifl, for nothing will pais 
here but innocence, or a fincere repentance." 

This, fir, is the manufccipt I fend, you, given ia 
bty himielf aa ordered ; with the inquifitor's inter- 
rogatories as we examined it, article by article : 
which interrogatories, I have inferted as they were 
propofed ; with a further account at the end, for 
the Dtettei* clearing of the whole* We beg you ta 
inform yoiurfelf of the fafts, which hia memoirs fey 
happ^ied ta him at Venice, particularly about 

Mmifi$ur 
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Monfieur Godart* Befides, fir, 70a that can trace 
all the branches of antient hiftorj to the fountain 
Kead, are able to form a better judgment of the 
probability of his relation. He is ftill in the in* 
quifition, and offers himfelf to conduA fome of our 
nifiionaries to preach the go^l to thofe unknown 

people. The length of this onljr gives me leave 

toafiurejouythat 



I am, 
with the greatefl efleem imaginable. 
Sir, ^c. 



%/'. %j^iiMO dt %fi. nJVOtiO. 



Bologna, 
Jul7apth,'-i7aiJ 
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Signer G^udentio di Lucca. 



I 



SHOULD be infenfible, reverend father^ ff 
I were not highly concerned to find myfelf under 
any accuiation before this holy tribunal, which I 
revere with all the powers of my foul : but, parti- 
cularly, if your reverences fhould harbour any Unif- 
ier opinion of my religion ; for I was bom and bred 
tip in the bofom of the moil holy catholic church, 
as well as my parents before me *, and in the defence 
of which, my anceftors fpent part of their blood 
againfl the infidels and enemies of our faith ; and 
for which faith I am ready to lay down jny life. — 
C ^ Biit 
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' ©Ut'I t1h'ii9^A -ftr^g^r to fotxr retetenccs, ktA 

0ft Several accounts may be liable to fufpicton % 
^(vlierefore, I blame not the juftice of your proceed* 
iag, but rather extol your goodnefs in allowing xne 
l^e liberty to clear myfelf, by a true and lincere de- 
claration of my wkble life, -wherein I own, have 
happened feveral altoniihing, and almoil incredible, 
Occurrences ; all which I Ihall lay before your re- 
verences, according to the commands impofed on 
Jrife, wiA the ulmoft |^a|dour Vnd fincefity. 

My name is Gaudentto di Lucca ; I was fo called 
becaufe my anceftois were faid to be originally of 
that place. Tho' thej^iiad been fettled for fome 
time at Ragufa, whenP I was born ; both which 
places are not fo far ofiF but they may be very well 
Inown to your reverences. My father's name wa« 
Gaf^rkio'dt Zi^r^,^ heretofore a merchant of fomt 
Idoiejn thofe parts ; my'ihodier ^vas a Cofficah lady, 
reported to be defcended from thofe who had been 
the chief perfonages in that ifiand \ my grandfather 
■was likewife a merchant ; but mj great grandfather, 
'Bernardino dv Luce^i wau a ibldier, and captain of 
the l^eat VtneriQ*% own galley, (i) who was gene- 
ral for the Venetians, in the famous battle of Le- 
^nto againft the Turks. We hSwi a tradition in 
.^r famuy,' that he was FenerIo\ fon by a Grecian 
IWfyof great quaKty ; foWe fay, defteii^ from thfe 
!ihc i^o/c»|^*, who ^had 'been emperors of:Coilftantr- 
^bple. But flie dying in c!ul(!bied, and tfefey having 
'^en only privately haartiied, Vtnefio breS'him up as 
ihe fon of a friend of ivis who was Wiled in the wars. 
That iiamous battie in wHch-the cliriftians and 
'IFtnerh^oxio great rtenown againft the Turks, in- 
'ftead of raifing my gteat grahdfath^r's fortune, Vas 
^the Occafion of his Tetiri«g from the wars, and tum- 
%ig merchant. Tile rea^n was this; /^»^w,'the 
^eneii^ Mbttral, '\s^ owfeda Sp/aJBsfii captain to 
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]^);Jiu&§ u^^at itit ya^^afia for mutiay ; (2). which 
f^vere decipHne. fo difpleafedD^ yohm of Auftria« 
generaliffimo of tKe Whok fleet, tkat after the bat- 
tle, the Venetians, to appeafe Don John, and not to 
be deprived of th/q fuccoura of the Spaniards againjQt 
the Turks, were forced to faiyrifice Fmtrio\ honor 
to the refentment of the Spaniards, and put him out 
of commifiion. (^) After this difgracc, PenerU 
j^^tired y and my great grandfather, whofe fortune 
depended on hisi having be«n br»d up to the fca, 
turned merchani^, or rather privateer againft the 
Moors •, and with the knights of Malta,, not only 
did great fervice againft them, but i^ade a coniid^ 
xable fortune ia the world. 

Remarks of Signor Rbcdi. 

( r ) This part of the account is certu^ly true; ther» yfik% (isali 
a captain in the lift of the officers in that famous baule. 

(a) Tis likewife true, that there waa fuch a quarrel between 
Don John of Auftna^v thff gencraji^mo, and Vanrio^ admiral of 
the Venetian gallles; which had like to have put the whole 
diriftian fleet at variance together, before the battle, and mined 
the hopes of all cUriftendom. The ocqaiion was, as he relates 
it,— iOm Jobity as generaltilimo, viiewing the whple ftcet before 
the fight, and finding the Venetian gallies too thinly manned, 
ordered four tl^oufand Spaniardsi to be put on board t|^ (aid gal- 
^Gs. ^ut one Mutio Tortona^ a Spamui captain, proving muti« 
nous, afler a great many injurious w^rdf, came to bWwc wiiH 
tbctaptain of die Venetian galley, where he -^yas ; upon whic|i 
the wholp fleet fell to it. fTenerh hearing the uproar, fcnt Us 
t^yfxi captain to fee what was the ms^tter \ but the proud Spaniards 
treated him no better than they did the reft ; (b that Venerh hini- 
felf was forced to come to appeafe tbem ; but (eemg theSpaniih 
'captain perfift in his mntinotts toaper, and the s^fBroat he had 
9Bt upon h»8 ^aptaiiiv, who wfs reported to be bis (bo, otdereil 
Tortofut and his antient to be hii?g a^ the yard-arm. At this all 
the Spaniards in the fleet were ap in arms, v\d threatned to cat 
the Venetians to pieces ; but by 4hc interpoikiou oP the other ge- 
nerals, the matter was made up tiU after, the light. When F#^ 
mm»^ who had behaved with incomparable vak)i»r, and accord* 
i^g iff Dm 7i&i> ii^HA coftfcfl^n, y^^ the chief o^ca^n of tte 
■ G a ' vx€lox% 
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v\€torj, to appcafc the haughty Spaniard, had his commiffioa 
taken from him, and was recalled 67 the fenate. 

(3) It was Fufcariui who was made general of the Ven«tlaos 
in A^M^rw's ftcad. 

Every one who is the Icaft acquainted with hiftory knows, 
that the battle of Lepanto was the greateft fea-6ght that ever 
was fought between the chriftians and Turks ; and the vi£tory 
Bn the cbriftians fide the mod iignai. The Spani^ gallies wer« 
{Commanded by Don John of Auftria, generaliflimo ; the pope^s 
gallics, by the famous Colonna \ the Genoefe by old Dorio^ who 
had gained fo much renown againft the Turks and French, un- 
der Charier V ; and the Venetians, by the great Feuerio^ one of 
the braved foldierft of his time. — Haly the turk, great bafla of 
the fea, was flain, and almoft all the Turkifli commanding of- 
ficers killed or taken. Among the prifoners were Haly% two 
fbns, nephews to the grand fignor. Of the common foldicrs of 
the turks, were flain two andtbirty thoufand; a hundred and 
forty one of the enemies gallics were taken ; forty funk or burnt,^ 
of galliots and other fmall vefTcls were taken about fixty.— 
Fide the.Turkilh hiftory and other accounts of this famous bat- 
tle, and the whole affair as is related.— The battle was fought 
Ml the 7th Oc^ober^ '57t* 



Continuation of the Memoirs. 

.13 U T to return to myfelf : — ^M/ father having a 
plentiful fortune, took particular care of the edu- 
cation of hi« children. He had only two fons, of 
•whom I was the youngeft, and a daughter who died 
young. Finding I had a great inclination to learn- 
ing, he promoted it by providing me with the beft 
maiters, till I was fit to go to the univerfity. The 
knowledge of languages being of great ufe as well 
as ornament *to young gentlemen, he himfelf, by 
,way of recreation, t;aught me that mixed language 
called Lingua Franca, fo neceflary in eaftern coun- 
tries ; it IS made up of Italian, Turkiih, Perfian, 
and Arabian, or ratner a jargon of alll«ngua|^ 
*' " mixed 
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nixed together* Hj^ fcatce ever fpoke to us but 
in that language, fajing, we might learn latin from 
maflers^ and. our mother- tongue from our play fel- 
lows. The fame reafon induced him to fend me to 
the famous uniyerfity of Paris to learn French, at 
the fame time with my other iludies. I lived in 
the college des Quatre Nations, and maintained my 
thefes of univerfal philofophy under the celebrated 
Moiffieur du Hamil^one of the firft in the univerfity, 
who dectj^AAriJiale's philofojhy, and leaned to- 
wards the opinions of Defcartes* 

Sec RITA RY. — Here the inquifitors muttered H 
little, fearing he was inclined to the Copemican lyf- 
tem, which nath been condemned at Rome. But, 
iince it regarded philofophical matters only, they 
paffed it over. 

I was entering into my nineteenth year» an4 had 
fome thoughts of taking to the ehurch ; when my 
brother wrote me the melancholy account of my fa- 
ther and mother's death, and the unfortunate occa^ 
fion of it ; which in Hiort was, that having loft his 
richeft ihip with all his effedts, by pirates, and his 
chief fador at Smyrna being gone off, his other c5r- 
Tefpondents came upon him thick ; he was not in ft 
condition to anfwer their calls, which threw him 
and my mother into fo deep a. melancholy, that it 
broke their hearts, dying in thr^ weeks one after 
the other. My brother told me he w^s not able, to 
maintain me at the univerfity, as I had been ; but 
acquainted me he had made a ihift to rig out a fmall 
yeffel, wherein he had put his all ; ajid invited me 
10 join the fmall portion that fell tp my Qiare along 
with him, with wjiich, he faid, we could make a 
pretty good bottom ; and fo retrieve the Ihattexeii 
fortune of our family. Not to be too prolix, — I 
followed his advice ; he fold his hotife and gardens 
to pay his father^s creditors, and put -vy^hat was left, 
together with my little ftock, into that unfortunate 
C } bottoms 
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bottom. We fet fail from Ragfefa, the 3d of March, 
Anno Dom. 1688, very unaufpicioufly for my dear 
brother, as will appear by the fequel. We called 
in at Smyrna, to lee if we could hear zjxj thing of 
mj father's fador. We were told he was turned 
turk, and was gone oiF to fettle at Conftantinople, 
very magnificently drefTed up in borrowed feathers- 
However we picked up fomething of fome honeft 
chrillian merchants, with whom he had lodged fome 
of his effecfls. This encouraged us to go on for 
Cyprus and Alexandria ; but, as we were purfuing 
our voyage, one morning in a prodigious fog, as if 
the fea was fatal to our family, we faw on a fud- 
den two Algerine rovers coming clofe up to us, one 
on each fide. , We had fcarce time- to fee where we 
were, when they fired upon us, and commanded us 
to yield, or we were dead men. My brother and I 
confidering that our all was at flake, and that we 
had better die honourably than be made llaves by 
thpfe unbelieving mifcreants, called up our men, 
who were but twenty-three in all, of whom .five 
were young gentlemen, who had engaged to try their 
fortune along with us. They were armed .only with 
fwords and piflols under their girdles ; after a fhort 
confultation, we refolved to fight it out to the lafl 
man : we turned back to back to make head againfl 
both fides. My brother in the middle of one rank, 
and myfelf in the other; the enemy mounted our 
deck by crowds, looking on us as madmen, to pre- 
tend to make any refiflance ; but they were foon 
made to leap back, at leaH aU that were able *, for 
beinjg clofe up with them, and the enemy crowded 
together, wc fired our piftols fo luckily, that fcarce 
one miffed doing execution. Seeing them in this 
confufion,*we made a pufh at them on one fide, flill 
keeping our ranks, and drove the remainder head- 
long off the deck ; this w« did twice before any of 
our me?i dropped. We were grappled fg clofe, tltey 
^ had 
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had no ufe of their cannon or mu fleets, 2nd fcarce 
thought of firing tEeir piflols at va^ but expe^ed 
we fhould yield immediately, or to have borne us 
down with their weight. I am more particular in 
defcribing this petty fight, fince there are but few 
examples where a handful of men made fuch along 
refiftance. The arch-pirate, who was a flout well- 
built young man, raged like a lion, calling his men 
a thoufand cowards, fo loud, that his voice was heard 
above all the cries of the foldiers. The edge of 
their fury was a little abated at the dropping of fo 
many men. They began to fire at fome diilance, 
which did us more harm than their moll furious 
attack. lAj brother feeing his men begin to drop 
in their turn, ordered me to face the one ihip, while 
|ie with his rank leaped in amongft the enemy in 
the other. He did it with fuch a generous intre- 
pidity, that he made a gap among the thickeft of 
them immediately. But their numbers clofing to- 
gether, their very weight drove him back in fpight 
of all he could do, that he loft feveral of his men 
before he could recover his poft. The enemy would 
lieither board us, nor leave us ; but firing at us con- 
tinually, ftill killed fome of our men. There v/ere 
now only eleven of us left ; and no hopes of victory 
or quarter after fuch obftinate refiftance. They 
durft not come to a clofe eng-agement with us for all 
this ; when my brother, to die as honourably as he 
could, once more leaped into the pirate's fhip, and 
feeing their captain in the midft of them, made at 
him with all his might, calling on the few he had 
left to fecOnd him, he foon cut his way through ; 
but juft as he was coming up to him, a cowardly 
turk clapt a piftol juft below his two fhoulder 
blades, and I believe ihot him quite through the 
heart, for he dropped down dead on the fpot. Th« 
. turk that fhot him was run through the body by 
.4?ae of our men, and he himfelF, with the others ^hat 
§•- wex^ 
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ygFtte left, being quite over-powered, were all cut in 
pieces. I had yet left four men on my fide again^ 
the lefTer ihlp, and had untill then kept off the ener. 
my from boarding ; but the pirates givinff a grea^ 
jhout at my brother's fall, the captain of the fhip X 
was engaged with, who was the arch-pirate's bro- 
ther, cried put to his crew, that it was a fhame to 
ftand all day firing at five men ; fo he leaped on my 
deck, and made at me like a man of honour, with 
his pifi:ol jleadily poifed in his hand : I met him 
with equal refolution -, he came boldly up within 
fwords length, and fired his pifiol dire<ftiy at my 
face ; he aimed his ihot fo right, that one of the 
balls went thro' my hair, and the other fcarred the 
fide of my neck : but before he could fecond his fhot 
I gave him fuch a ftroke with my broad fword be- 
tween the temple and the left ear, that it cut thro' 
part of his fkuil, his cheek-bone, and going across 
his mouth, almoft fevered the lower part of nis faccj . 
from the upper. I had juil the fatisfaftion to fee 
him fall, when a mulket ball went thro' the brawny 
part of my right arm, and, at the fame time, a turi: 
nit me juft in the nape of the neck, with the butt-r 
end of his mufket, and I fell down fiat on my face^ 
on the body of my flain enemy. My companion^ 
all but one, who died of his wounds foon after, fell 
honourably by my fide. The turks poured in fron^ 
both ihips like wolves upon their prey. After their 
barbarous vfilouts-and yelling for the vidory, they 
fell to fi:ripping the dead , bodies, and threw theoi 
into the fea without any further ceremony.-r-^ 
All our crew befide myfelf were flain or gafping 
with three fcore and fifteen of the enemy. The 
reafon why we fought fo defperately, was, that we 
knew very well, havi^ killed fo many at the firft 
attacks, we were to expedt no quarter, fo we were 
tefolved to fell our lives as dear as we could. Whei^ 
they came to itrip ine lii^e the xefi^ I was j^ft com^ 
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to myfelf, being only ftunned at the ftroire of the 
muiket ; they found by my cloths, that I was one 
of the moll confiderable perfons of the crew : I was 
got upon my knees endeavouring to rile, and reach- 
ing for my fword to defend mylelf to the laft gafp, 
I found I could not hold it in my hand, by reafon 
of the wound in my arm, tho* if t could it had been 
needlefs *, for three of them fell down upon me, and 
preffing me to the deck, while others brought cords 
and tied my hands, to carry me to the captain. He 
was dreffing a flight wound he had in his Itz with 
a piftol ftiot ; and four women in Perfian habits 
Handing by ; three of them feeming to be attendants 
to the fourth, who was a perfon 01 the largeft fize, 
about five or fix and twe^r, but a moft exquifite 
beauty, except an Amaz<fflran kind of fiercenefs in 
her looks. When I was brought thus bound to the 
captain, they aflured him I was the man that had 
JQain his brother, and done the moft harm of any of 
the reft. He ftarting up in the great eft fury a bar- 
bariau was capable of, and calling for a new fci- 
mitar he had in his cabin, faid, " let me, if I can, 
cleave the head of this chriftian dog, as he did my 
poor brother*s ; then all of you cut him in a thou- 
fand pieces.'' With that he drew the fcimitar, and . 
was juft going to ftrikc, when, to the aftonifliment 
of the very barbarians> the ftrange lady cried out, 
" O fave that brave young man I'* and immediately 
falls down on her knees by me, catching me in her 
arms, and clafping me clofe to her bofom, and co- 
vering my body with her own, cried out, " ftrike, 
cruel man, but ftrike thro' me, for othcrv/ife a hair 
- of his head fhall not be hurt." The barbarians that 
Hood round us were ftruck dumb with amazement. 
The pirate lifted up his eyes towards heaven, and 
with a groan enough to break his heart, faid, *' how, 
cruel woman ! fh^ this ftranger in a moment ob- 
tain more than I can with ail my fighs and tea-rs! 

Is 
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I« this your paramour that robs me of what I I^va 
fought for with the dagger of my life ? — ^No, thi^ 
chxiftian dog ihall be no longer my curfed rivaj •/* 
and lifting up his hand, was goinfi; to ilrike again» 
when file covering me more dofely with her deli- 
cate body, cried out a^ain, " hold, Uamet I this is 
no rival, I never faw his face before, noijever wilj 
again, if you will but fpare his life ; grant me this, 
amd you ihall obtain more from me^ than aU; your 
fervices cQuld ev£r do/' Here he began tapajufe a 
little. For my part I was as much in amaze as he 
was. After a little paufe, he faid, " cruel woman .! 
what is the meaning of this ?" " There is fome- 
thing" fays flie, «« in this young man, ^for I was bu^ 
turned of nineteen^ that he muft not die : bu<;, if yov 
wiU engage, and fwcar by the moft Holy Alcoran^. 
you, wiU do him no harm» I not only promife to be 
•your wife, but, to take off all: umbrage of jealouly j 
I give you leave to fell him to fome honourable 
perfon for a flave,^ and will never fee him more^** 
JNor would ihe loofe me '^ill he had fwprn in that 
iblemn nianner, never to do me any hurt, dire(5tly 
or indireftly ; and for greater fecurity, ordered one 
of her own fervants to attend me conftantly. So X 
was unbound, and ihe, without fo much as^ looking 
at me, or ftaying to receive mj thanks, retired witji 
her women into the cabin.. The pirate, who hs^d 
fomething very noble in his looks For a turk, cour 
firmed again to me in the hearing of her officer, that 
I ibould receive no harm •, then ordered me to be 
carried under deck to the other end of the {hip* coi^- 
manding his men to ijteer back for Alexandria, hi 
order, a& I fuppofed, to difpof<^ of me the firil op- 
portunity, that he might be rid, as he thoif^ht, of 
26 formidable a rivaU 

$£CRi:TAK¥.<p^Here the fuperior of the inquifi- 
tion receive4 ^ me^H^e for fome other buiineis ; fa 
VH t9W hipi w^ wowld confider fifrther of the ac- 
count 
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Ctrant he gave us ; which, laid we, 'might be true, 
tho* the adventure was extraordinary; but we would 
hear the remaining account of his life another time. 
He afTured us with the moft natural air, that the 
whole, let it feem never fo extraordinary, was real 
faft. Whether it were true or falfe, did not much 
concern the holy office, only fo far as we might 
catch him tripping in his ftory. However, fome of 
the inquifitoVs aflted him the following queftions : 

^iRST In^uisitok. — ^•' Why did you not yield 
iaffirft, cdnfidering the prodigious inequaHty of your 
ilrerigth and numbets, when you might have been 
ranfomed afterwards; and not expofe yourfelves 
iiice madmen, to be cut in pieces, as you really all 
were, except yourfelf ?" 

"Gaubentio.— I told your reverences we had 
put our all in that bottom ; which once loft, we ha4 
nothing to ranfom ourfelves withal ; but in all like- 
lihood tnUft have remained in Slavery all our lives# 
We were, moft of us, rafti youn^ men, of more cou- 
5iage than prudence ; we did not doubt but we could 
ireep them off from boarding us, as we did ; and 
ihought, by that warm reception, they would have 
given us over ; befides, fighting againft turks and 
infidek, tho* it were for our lives and fortunes, at 
<he fame time, we judged it meritorious, and might 
%e looked mpon as laying down our lives for our 
holy religion. 

Second iNcynsiTOR.—- " You faid, that the 
Arange lady cried out, there is fomething in that 
young man that tells me he mufi not die : I hope you 
tlon^t pretend to the fcience of phyfiogncMny, which 
is otie of the branches of divination : or that an in- 
^del or heathen woman could 'have the fpirit of 
•prophecy V 

G^AUD«KTrio.^-*I can't tell what was her motive 
fbr faying fo : I only relate matter of fia<^. As for 
'jphyfiognomy, I ^don-t think there can be ^ny thing 

certain 



d by Google 



12 Thi memoirs of 

certain in it : not b^t that a perfon ofpenetration, 
who has confider'd the humours and pamons of men, 
and the little care the generality of the world taie to 
jefift them ; I fay, fuch a perfon who has ftudied 
men, may give a great guefs, a p^eriorif how they 
are inclined, tho' reafon and virtue may overcome 
the moil violent. But I entirely fiibmit my opinion 
to your better judgments. 

Secretary. — I can't fay we were diflatisfied 
with thefe anfwers : we faw he was a perfon of a 
very noble prefence ; and muff have been extremely 
handfome in his youth : no wonder a barbarian wo- 
man ihould fall in love with him, and ma^e ufe of 
that turn to fave his life. However, for the pre- 
fent, we remanded }iim back to his apartment.— 
Some days after he was called again to profecute 
his flory. 

. While I was under deck, in confinement with the 
pirates, feveral of them were tolerably civil to me ; 
knowing the afcendant the lady had over their cap- 
tain, and being witnefTes how ftie had faved my life. 
But yet fhe would not confent to marry him till fhe 
was aflured I was fafe out of his hands. The aich- 
pirate never came to fee me himfelf, not being wil- 
ling to truft his paffion*,' or elfe to watch all favour- 
able opportunities of waiting on his miflrefs. One 
day being indifpofed for want of air, I begged to 
be carried upon deck to breath a little ; when I 
came up I faw the lady, with her woman, ilanding 
at the other end of the Ihip on the fame account- 
I made her a very refpeftful bow at a diilance *, but 
as foon as ever fhe tail her eye on me, ihe went 
down into the cabin, I fuppofe to keep her promife 
with the captain, and not to adminifler any caufe 
of jealoufy. I defired to be parried down again, not 
' to hinder my benefaftrefs from taking her diverfion. 
I can't fay I found in myfelf the leall inclination 
or emotion of love, only a fenfe of gratitude for fo 

great 



d by Google 



SicNOi^ GAtJi>iMTio j>i Lucca. xg 

great a benefit ; not without fome admiration of the 
oddnef$ of the adventure. When I was below, I 
afked the moft fenfible and civilized of the ipirates* 
who their captain was, and who was my fair deli- 
verer ; how long, and hj what means, fhe came to 
be among them ? becaufe, ihe feemed to be a perfoa 
of much higher rank* He told me, his captain'a 
• name was Hamet^ fon to the dej of Algiers ; who 
had forfaken his father''s hojulk oa account of hit 
young mother-in-law's falling in love with him ; 
for which reafon. his father had contrived to have 
' him ailaffinated, believing him to be in the fault* 
But his younger brother, by the fame mother, dif* 
covered the defign. So gathering together a band 
of iiout young men like themfclvcs, they feized two 
of their father's beil ihips, and refoked to follow 
the profe£Son they were now of, till they* heard of 
their father s death. That as for the lady who had 
faved my life, fhe was the late wi£e of a petty prince 
of the Curdi, (i) tributary to the king of rerfia, 
whofe huiband had been lately killed by treachery, 
pr in an ambufcade of the wild Arabs. That,^ as fat 
as he had beeu informed, the prince, her huA>and> 
had been fent by the king his mailer to Alexandria ; 

f2) who apprehending an infurre<ftion among his 
ubje^s, (3) had ordered him to treat for fome 
troops of Arabian horfe. ^4) That he went ther^ 
with a very handfome equipage, and took his beau- 
tiful wife along with him. Our captain, continued^ 
he, happened to be there at the fame time, to fell his 
prizes, and had not only fold feveral things of great 
value to the Curdifh lord and lady, but had con* 
trailed a particular friendijiip with him ; tho' as 
we found unce, it was more on account of his fait 
wife than any thing elfe. Nothing in the world 
could be mor^ obfequious than our captain. He 
attended them, and offered his lervice on all occa- 
lions. You fee he is a very handibme noan, and dar« 
D ing 

Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



14 The memoirs of 

ittg by his profcfEon. We could not imagine for a 
long while, "why he made fuch a ftay at that town 
contrary to his cuHom ; living at a very high rate, 
as men of our calling generally do. At length the 
Curdiih lord having performed his commiflioii, was 
upon the return, when we perceived our captain to 
grow extremely penfive and melancholy, but could 
not tell what was the caufe of it. He called his 
brother, wh<y loft his life by your hand, and me to 
him, and told us in private^ he had obferved fome 
of the Arabian ftrangers muttering together, as if 
they were hatching Tome plot or other; whether 
againft himfelf, or the curd, he could not tell ; but 
bid us be fure to attend him well armed wherever 
he went. The event proved he had reafon for his 
fuipicions; for one 'evening, as the curd and his 
"wife were taking the air, with our captain, who was 
always of the party, pafRng thro' a little grove about 
a league out of town, nx Arabian horfenien, ex- 
ceedingly well mounted, came full gallop up to us, 
and without faying a word, two of them fired their 
piftols diredlly at the Curdiih lord, who was the 
Jbrenioft, but by good fortune miffed us all. The 
«urd, as all that nation are naturally brave, (5) 
drew his fcimitar, and rufhing in among them, cut 
oE the foremoft man's head, as clean as if it had 
been a poppy ; but advancing too far, unarmed as 
he v/as, one of them turned mort, and fhot him in 
^he flank, that he dropped down dead immediately. 
Our captain feeing him fall, rufhed in like lighting, 
Jiis brother and myfelf falling on them at the fame 
time : but the affaflins, as if they wanted nothing but 
the death of the curd, or faw by our counteifance 
their ftaying would coft them dear, immediately 
turned their horfes, and fled fo fwiftly on their jen- 
nets, that they were out of fight in an inftant. We 
condudled the poor difconfolate lady and her dead 
huiband back to the town, where thofe people made 

no 
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no more of it, being accuftomed to fuch things, than 
if it had been a common accident. When her grief 
"was a little abated, our captain. told the lad)r, that it 
was not fafe for her to return home the fame wa/ 
ftie came -, that in all probability, thofe who killed 
her hulband were in confederacy with the diifaffe^fl- 
cd party, and would way-lay her, either for his pa- 
pers or her goods. That he had two ihip well- 
manned at her fervice, and would conduft her fafe 
by fea to fome part of the Perlian empire, from 
whence Ihe might get into her own country. She 
coafented at laft, having feen how gallantly my maf- 
ter had behaved in her defence. So fhe came a board 
with her attendants and her effects, in order to be 
tranfported into her own country. Our captain,, 
you may be fure^was in no hafte to-carry her home, 
being fallen moft defperately in love with her : fo 
that inflead of carrying her to any of the Perfian 
dominions, he direfted his courfe for Algiers, hear* 
1 ing his father was dead *, but meeting with you, it 
has made him alter his raeafures for the prefent.— 
He has tried all ways to gain her love, but fhe would 
not give him the leafl encouragement, till this late 
accident, by which Ihe faved your life. 

When he had ended hh relation, I refledled on it 
a good while, and confidering the nature of thofe 
pirates, I thought I faw a piece of treachery in the 
affair, much more black tnan what he described ; 
and could not forbear compafRpnating the poor lady^ 
both for her difafter, and the company fhe wa^ 
fallen into. However, I kept my thoughts to ihy- 
felf. Not long after, we arrived at Alexandria, (6) 
where the pirate fold all our efFeds, that is, the 
merchandize he had taken aboard our fbip, except 
ik>me particular things that belonged to my brother 
and myfelf, as books, papers, maps and fea charts, 
pidures, and the like. He determined to carry me 
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to Grand Cairo, the firft opporttmity, to fell me, or 
even give me away, to a ftrange merdiam he had an 
acquaintance with> where I ihould never be heard 
of more. 

Remarks of Signer Rhedi» 

Tliis is an odd adventure enough; but the circumftances are 
pretty well conncAcd together. There happen very (hrange 
accidents among thofc lawkfsEaftcrn people and the wild Arab?,, 
^'ho obfcrvc no rules but what the lions and tigers, could they 
fpcak, would make for their own prefervation. — I fear there are _ 
lome who profefs thcmfelves chriltians would do the fame. 

( 1 ) The Cardi, or people of Curdiftan, arc a warlike nation, 
paying a fmall tribute to the Per(ian% and fometimes to the 
Turks ; their very women are martial,, and handle the fword 
and pike. The country runs from the Aliduli, a mountainous 
people, made tributary to the Turks by Selim I. father of SoUmam 
the magnificent, and reacheth a.6 far as Armenil&» 

(2) Alexandria is a fea port at the further end of the Mediter- 
ranean, belonging to the Turks,, but m»ch frequented by Ara- 
bian merchants, both by land and fea. One point of Cuxdift&n ia 
riot far from this^port. 

(3) This jnferreaion he fpeaks of^ might be Che feeds, or the 
firft plotting, of the grand rebellion of Merowits, which began 
about the date of this account, and ca^fed fuch a terrible revo- 
lution m the Perfian empire, which no one, who underftands any 
thing, can be ignorant of. 

; (4) The Arabian hoffes are the heft in the world, tho* not 
very large. The horfemen itrc very dexUiiroas according to the 
£a(lern way of fighting ; on which account, one can^t wonder 
if the king of Perfia and his rebellious fubje€ls made it their io- 
tereft to procure as many auxiliaries as they could. It is very 
JjktV^^ the Kltfe parties wotrld always be oil watch, to furprife 
^e another when they oould fi&d ^n opportunity. And ihis 
petty Curdian prince being zealous for the fervice of his king« 
might be taken oft by the rebels that way. 

(5) Alexandria is a great fea port of Egypt nnder the Turk?. 
(€> Graiid Cairo fe tie plice of refidence of the great baffa 
of £gypt^ highfcr up the country on the river Nile. 
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' O T H I N G remarkable happened during our 
Hay at Alexandria. They told me the captain had 
been in an extraordinary good humour ever finc^ 
the lady's promife to marry him. But ihe, to be 
fure he ihould not deceive her in doing me any in- 
jury when I was out of the ihip, ordered her officer 
to attend me wherever I was carried, till I was put 
in fafe hands, and entirely out of the pirate's power. 
When we were arrived at Grand Cairo, I was carried 
to the place where the merchants meet to exchange 
their commodities: there were perfbns of almoft all 
the Eailern and Indian nations, "^he lady's officer, 
according to his miftrefs's order, never ftirred aii 
inch from me, to witnefs the performance of arti- 
cles. At length, the pirate and a flrange merchant 
fpied one another, almofl at the inftant, and advanc- 
ing the lame way, faluted" each other in the Turkifh 
language, which I underflood tolerably well. After 
fome mutual co^npliments, the pirate told him he 
had met with fuch a perfon as he had promifed to 
procure for him two years before, meaning myfelf , 
only I was not an eunuch, but that it was in his 
power to make me fo if he pleaied. Your reve- 
rences cannot doubt but I was a little ftartled at 
luch a fpeech ; and was going to reply, that I would 
lofe my life a thoufand times before I would fuffer 
fuch an injury. But the lady's officer turned to the 
pirate, and faid, he had engaged to his lady I fhould 
receive no harm •, and that he muft never expeffc to 
obtain her for his wife, if fhe had the leafl fufpicion 
of iuch a thing* But the merchant foon put us out 
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of doubt, by affuring us, that it was againft their 
laws to do fuch an injUlT'to any one of their own 
fpecies ; but if it were done before, they couki not 
l^lp it : then turning to me, he faid, in very good 
Ifingua Franca, " young man, if I buy you, I ftiall 
Soon convince you^you need not apprehend any iiich 
tifage from me." He tjed me from top to toe, with 
the moft penetrating look I ever faw in my life ; 
' yet feemed pleafed at the fame time* He was very 
richly clad, attended with three young men in the 
fame kind of drefs, tho' not rich, who feem^ rather 
fons than fervants. His age did not appear to me 
to be above forty, yet had the moft ferene and moft 
venerable look imaginable : his complexion was ra- 
ther browner than that of theEgyptians,but it feem- 
ed to be more the effe<ft of travelling than natural. 
Id Ihort, he had an air fo uncommon that I was 
amazed, and began to have, as great an opinion of 
him as he feemed to have of me. He afk^ the pi- 
rate what he muft give for me ? He told him, I had 
coft him very dear ; and with that recounted to him 
all the circumftances of the fight, wherein I was 
taken ; and to give him his due, reprefented it no 
\vays to my difadvahtage. However, thofe were not 
the qualifications the merchant defired : what he 
wanted was a perfon who was a fcholar, and could 
give him an account of the arts and fciences, laws, 
cuftoms, &c, of the chriftians. This the pirate 
affured him I could do ; that I was an European 
chriftian, and a fcholar, as he gueffed by my books 
and writings ; that I underftood navigation, geo- 
graphy, aftronomy, and feveral other fciences. I 
was out of countenance to hear him talk fo ; for 
tho' I had as much knowledge of thofe fciences as 
could be expected from one of my years, yet my age 
would not permit me to be mailer of them, but only 
to have the firft principles, by which I might im- 
prove myfelf afterwatds. 

Seciletary. — • 
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SECRETARY.— The inqulfitors demurred a little 
at tHis, fearing he might be addiifled to judicial af- 
tr<^og7^, but confldering he had philoibphx, and 
waft defigned for the fea, he was obliged to have fome 
knowledge in thofe fciences. 

The pirate told him, I had fome fkill in mufic and 
painting, having feen fome inibruments and books 
of thofe arts amonff my effie<fl8, and afked me if it 
were not fo ? I told him, young gentlemen of libe- 
ral education in our eountry, wholly learnt thofe 
arts, and that I had a competent knowledge that 
way. This made the merchant refolve to buy me* 
When they came to the price, the pirate demanded 
forty ounces of native gold, and three of thofe filk 
carpets he faw there with y m, to make a prefent t^ 
the grand fignor. The merchant agreed with him 
at the firft word; only demanded all the books» 
globes, mathematical inHruments, and, in fine, what- 
ever remained of my effe<fVs into the bargain. The 
pirate agreed to this, as eafily as the other did to the 
price; fo, upon performance o^ articles on both fides» 
1 was delivered up to him. 

As foon as I was put into hi^ power, he embraced 
me with a great deal of tendernefs, faying, I fhould 
not repent my change of life : his attendants came 
up to me and' embraced me in the fame manner^ cal- 
ling me brother, and expreffed a great deal of joy 
for having me of their company. The merchant 
bid them take me down to the canvanfera, or inn, 
ihat I might refrcfh myfelf, and change my habit to 
the fame as they wore. I was very much furprifed 
at fuch imexpeAcd civilities from flrangers. But, 
before I went, I turned to the pirate, and faid to him 
with ah air that made the 'merchant put on a very 
thoughtful look, that I thanked him lor keeping his 
promife in faving my life ; but added, that tho' the 
fortune of war had put it in his power to fell me 
like a beafl in the market, it might be in mine fome 

time 
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time or other to rendcT the like kindnefs. Then I 
turned to the lady's ojBicer,.who had been my guar- 
dian fo faithfully, and embracing him Avith all ima*< 
ginable tendemefs, I begged him to pay my beft re- 
K)efts to my fair deliverer; affuring her, that I 
ihould efteem it the greateft happinels to be able 
one day to make a return for fo uhparalled a favour, 
tho' it were at the expenfe of that life ihe had fo 
generoully faved : fo we parted ; the pirate grum- 
bling a little within himfelf, and I in amazing fuf- 
penfe to know what was likely to become of me. 

As they were conducing me to the canvanfera, 
where they lodged, I was full of this forrowful re- 
fiedlion, that I was a ilave flill^ tho' I had changed 
my mafter ; but my companions, who were feme of 
the handfomeft young men I eve?r faw in my life,, 
comforted me with the moil endearing words, telling 
me, that I need fear nothing •, that I ihould efteem 
myfelf one of the happieft men in the world when 
they were arrived fafe in their own country, which 
they hoped would not be long ; that I fhould be as 
free as they were, and follow what employment of 
life my inclinations led me to, without any reftraint 
whatfoever : in fine, their difcourfe filled me with 
freih amazement, and gave me at the fame time a 
fort of juvenile defire to fee the event. I faw they 
did not keep any ftriifl guard on me, that I verily 
believed I could eafily have given them the flip *, and 
might have gotten fome Armenian cliriftianto con* 
ceal me, till I could find an opportunity of returning 
into my own country : but having loft all my ef- 
feds, I thought I could fcarce be in a worfe condi- 
tion, and was refolved to run all hazards. 

When I came to the houfe„ I was ftruck with 
wonder at the magnificence of it,^ efpecially at the 
xichnefs of the furniture : the houfe was one of the 
beft in all Grand Cairo, tho' built low according to 
the cuftom of the country. It feems they alway« 

ftaidi 
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flaid a year before tKey returned into their own 
country, and fpared no coll to make their banifh- 
ment, as they called it, as eafy as they could. I was 
entertained with all the rarities of Egypt, the moft 
delicious fruits, and the richeft Greek and Afiatick 
wines that could be tailed -, by which I faw they 
were not mahometaps. Not knowing what to 
make of them, I afked them who they were, of what 
country, what fefl and profeflion ? They fmiled at 
my queftions, and told me they were children ofths 
fun, and were called Mexotaniam ; which was as un- 
intelligible to me as all the refl : but, for their coun- 
try, ihey told me I fhould fee it in a few months, 
and bid me afk no further queiUons. Prefently my 
mafler came in, and embracing me, once more bid 
ine welcome, with fuch an engaging affability, ms 
took away almoft all my fears : but what folio wed» 
filled me with the utmoft furprife. " Young man,'* 
faid he " by the laws of this country you are mine ; 
I have bought you at a very high price, and would 
^ive twice as much for you if it were to be done 
again : — but,** continued he, with a more ferious 
air, " I know no juft laws in the univerfe that caa 
make a free-born man become a flave to one of his 
own fpecies. If you. will voluntarily go along with 
ws, you fhall enjoy as much freedom as I do myfelf j 
you Ihall be exempt from all the barbarous laws of 
thofe inhuman countries, whofe brutal cuftoms ar© 
a ihame to the dignity of a rational creature, and 
with whom we have no commerce, but to enquire 
after arts and fciences, which may contribute to the 
common benefit of our people. We are bleft with 
tlie moft opulent country in the world ; we leave it 
to your choice to go along with us if you pleafe i if 
you will not, I here give you your liberty, and 
reftore to you all that remains of your efferts^ 
with what af&ilance you want to carry you back 
a^pin into your own country : — only, tjws I muft 
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tell you, if you go with us, 'tis likely you will n'ever 
come back again, or, perhaps, delire it." Here her 
Hopped, and obferved my countenance with a great 
deal of attention. I was firuck with fuch admira- 
tion of his generofity, together with the fentiments. 
of joy for my unexpe<Sed liberty, and gratitude to 
my benefador, coming into my mind all at once^ 
that I had as much difficulty to believe what I heard, 
as your reverences may now have at the relation of 
it, till the fequel informs you of the reafons for fuch 
UAheard of proceedings. On the one hand, the na- 
tural defire of liberty prompted me to accept my 
freedom •, on the other, I confidered my ihattered 
fortune ; that I was left in a ftrange country fo far 
from home, among turk and infidels *, the ardour 
of youth excited me to pufh my fortune. The ac-! 
count of fo glorious, tho' unknown, ^ country, ftir- 
red up my curiofity : I faw gold was thp leall fart, 
of the riches of thefe people, who appeared to me 
the moil civilized I ever law in my lite •, but above 
all, the fenfe of what I owed tp fo noble a benefac- 
tor, who I faw defired it, and had me as much in his^ 
power now, as he could have afterwards. Th«fc 
confiderations made me as gobd a& reiblved tp go 
along with him. I had continued longer thus ir- 
xefolute, and fluftuating between fo many dififerejit, 
thoughts, if he had not brought me to myfelf, by: 
faying, " what fay you, young man, to mj propofal? 
I llarted out of my reverie*, as if I had awaked from, 
a real dream •, and making a moft profound reve- 
rence, ** my lord," faid I " or rather my father and 
deliverer, I am yours by all the ties of gratitude a 
human heart is capable of ; I refign myfelf to your, 
condud, and will follow you ta the end of the world** 
This I faid with fuch emotion of fpirit, that I be*- 
licve he faw into my very foul ; for embracing me 
once more with a moft incxpreffible tendemefs, " I 
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adopt jovl" faid he " for mj fon; and thefe are 
jour brothers," polntiog to his two young compa- 
nions ; " all I require of 70U is, that 70U live as 
fuch." 

. Here, reverend fathers, I muft confe^ one of the 
greateft faults I ever did in my life ; I never con- 
udered whether thefe men were chriHians or hea- 
thens : J engaged myfelf with a people, where I 
could never iiave the exercife of my religion, akho' 
I always preferved it in my heart. But what could 
be expe^ed from a daring youne man, juft in the 
heat of his youth, who had loft all his fortune, and ' 
had fuch a glorious profpedt offered him for retriev- 
ing it ? 

Scon after this, he gave orders to his attendants 
to withdraw, as if he had a mind to fay fomething 
to me in private-, they obeyed immediately with a 
iilial refpe^l as if they had indeed been his fons, but 
th^y were not ; I only mention it to Ihew the na- 
ture of the people I was engaged with : then taking 
me by the nand he made me fit down by him, and 
aflced me if it yrere really true, as the pirate inform- 
ed himi, that I was an European chriflian ? tho', faid 
he, be what you will, I don't repent my buying of 
you : I told him I was, and in that belief would live 
and die. " So you may,'* iaid he, feeming pleafed 
at my anfwer : ** but I hane not yet met with any 
of that part of the world who feemed to have the 
difpoiitions of mind I tbink I fee in you," looking 
at the lineaments of my face with a great deal of 
fearneftnefs : " I have teen informed," continued 
he " that your laws are not like thefe barbarous 
turks, whafe government is made up of tyranny 
and brutality, governing all by fear and force, and 
making ilaves of all who fall under their power ; 
whereas,, the European chriftians, as I am told, aie 
governed by a divine law, that teaches them to do^ 
good to all, injury to none \ particularly, not to kill 
. ■ . \ and 
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aad defeoy thek own fjpecies ; nor to fteal, cheaf, 
over reach, or defraud any one of their juft due ; but 
to do in all things juft as they wotild be done by ; 
looking on all men as common brothers of the fame 
jftock, and braying wit,hjuftice and equity in all their 
actions public and private, as if they were to give 
an account to the univerfal Lord and Father of all/* 
I told him our law did really teach and command us 
to do fo, but that very few lived up to this law ;— 
that we were obliged to have recourie to coercive 
laws and penalties, to enforce what we acknow- 
ledged otherwife to be a duty : that, if it were not 
for the fear of fuch puniihment,^ the greateft part of 
them would be worfe than the very turks he men- 
tioned. — He feemed ftrangely furprifed at this.—- 
•* What," fays he " can any one do in private, what 
his own rcafbn and folemn profefHon condemns {'* 
—then addrefling himfelf to me in a more particu- 
lar manner, "do you profefs this juft and holy law 
you mentioned? I told him I did: " then,*' fays 
he " do but live up to your own law and we require 
no more of you." (i) Here he made a Mttle noife 
with his ftaff, at which two of his attendants came 
in : he afked them if my effects were come from the 
pirates? Being anfwered they were, he ordered 
them to be brought in, and examined them very 
nicely. There were among" them fome pidur^s of 
my own drawing, a repeating watch, two compafs 
boies, one of them very curioufly wrought in ivory 
and gold, which had been my great grand father's^ 
given him by Fenerio ; a fet of mathematical inftrii- 
ments, draughts of ftatuary and architedt|ire, by .the 
beft rnafters, with all which he feemed' extremely ' 
pleafed. After he had examined them with a great 
deal of admiration, he ordered one of his attendants 
to reach him a cabinet, full of gold ; he opened it to 
me, and faid, " young man, I not only reftore you 
all your elfefts here prefent, having no right to any 

thing 
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thing that belongs to another man, but once iiM>re 
offer vou your liberty, and as much of this gola at 
you think fuificient to carry you home, and make 
you live eafy all your life." I was a little out of 
countenance, thinking what I faid of the ill morals 
of the chri&ians, had made him afraid to take me • 
along with him : I told him, I valued nothing now 
fo much as his company, and begged him not only 
to let me go along with him, but that he would be 
pleafed to accept whatever he faw of mine there 
before him ; adding, that I efleemed it the greateft 
happinefstobe able to make fome fmall recompenfe 
for the obligations I owed him. " I do accept of it" 
fays he, " and take you folemnly into my care : go 
along with thofe young men, and enjoy your liberty 
in effeft, which I have hitherto only given you in 
words." Here Tonje of His elder companions came 
in, as if they were to confult about bufioefs ; the 
young men and myfelf went to walk the town for 
our diyerfion. 

Your reverences may be fure, I obferved all the 
actions of thefe new people, with the greateft at- 
tention my age was capable of. They feemed not 
only to have a horror of the barbarous manners and 
vices of the turks, but even a contempt? of all the 
pleafures and diveriions of the country. Their 
whole bulinefs was to iriform themfelves of what 
they thought might be an improvement in their own 
country, particularly in arts and trades, and what- 
ever curiofities were brought from foreign parts; 
fetting down their obfervations of every thing of 
moment. They had mailers of the country at ifet 
hours to teach them the Turkifh and Perfian lan- 
guages, in which I endeavoured to perfeft myfelf 
along with them. TKo' they feemed to be the moft 
moral men in the world, I could obferve no fignsof 
religion in them, till a certain occafion that happen- 
ed to us in our voyage, of which I fliall fpeak to 
E your 
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yout rrretenccs in its proper pkee. This vrz$ thi 
only point they were my in ; they gave me the rea- 
sons for it afterwards ; but their behaviour the molt 
candid and iincere in other matters that can be ima- 
gined. 

We lived thus in the moft perfeft union all th^ 
time we ftaid at Grand Cairo; and I enjoyed ih^ 
fame liberty that I could have had if I hadieen in 
Italy. All I remarked in them was an unealineft 
they exprefled to be fo long out of their own coun- 
try ; but they comforted themfelves with the thought 
it would not be long. 

I can't omit one obfervation I niade of thefe young 
men^s condu^ while we ftaid in Egypt ; — they were 
all about my own age, ftrong and vigorous, and the 
liandfomeil race of people, perhaps, the world ever 
produced. We were in the moft voluptuous and 
lewd town in the whole Eaftem empire ; the young 
■\^omen feemed ready to devour us as we Went along 
the ftreets; yet I. never faw the leaft inclination t6 
any thing of that nature. I imputed it at iirft to the 
apprrfienlion of my being in their company, and % 
ftranger ; but I foon found they adled by principle. 
As young men are apt to encourage, or rather to 
corrupt, one another, I own I could not forbear ex- 
preffing my wonder at it : they feemed furprifed at 
the thought; but the reasons they gave were as much 
out of our common way of thinking, as their beha- 
viour. The told me, for the firft reafon, that all 
the women they iaw were either married or parti- 
cular men's daughters, or common. For mariied 
Womlsn, they faid, it was fuch a Iteinous piece of in- 
Juftice to violate the marriage-bed, that every man 
living would look upon it as the greateft injury done 
to himfelf : how could they therefore in reafon do 
it to another ? If they were daughters of particular 
men, bred up with fo much care and folicitu^ of 
Aeir parents, what a terrible afiliftion muft it be to 

them ; 
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tli^in ; or to ourfelves, to fee our daughters or fiflera 
riolated and corrupted, after all our care to the con- 
trary ; , and thi^ too, perhap, hy thofe we had che- 
rUhed in bur own bofoms t If common ftrumpets, 
what rational man could look on them other wife 
lian brute beaits, to abandon themfelves to every 
Granger for hire ? befides, their proflitute lewdnefs 
generally defeats the great defign of nature to pro- 
pagate the fpecies j or by their impure embraces^ 
lucn difoiders may be contr^dted, as to make u» 
hereafter* at beft, but fathers of a weak and fickly 
offspring. And if we ftiould have children by thern^ 
yihat would become of our fathers grand- children i 
But what man who had the leail fenfe of the dignity 
Qf his own birth, would ilain his race, and give birth 
to fuch a wretched breed, and then leave them ex- 
pofed to want and infamy ?— This they laid chiefljt 
with reverence to the vaft ideas they had of their 
own nation, valuing themfelves above all other peo« 

fie. Tho* the confideration*holds good with all men* 
own, 1 was ^ute at thefe reafons, and could not 
fay but they were very juft, tho' the warmth of my 
youth had hindered me from refledUng ^n them be- 
fore- Thefe refledlions appeared fo extraordinary 
in young men, and even heathens, that I ihall never 
forget them. 

Some time after, I found by their diligence in 
fettling their affairs, and the chearfulnefs of their 
countenance, that they had thoughts of departing 
from Egypt •, they feemed to wait for nothing but 
orders frona their governor. In the mean time there 
happened an accident to me, which is fcarce fit for 
your reverences ta hear ; nor Ihoi^d I ever have 
thought to relate it to you, only you laid your com- 
mands on me to give an exadl account of my whole 
life : befides, that it is interwoven with fome of the 
thief occurrences of my life in the latter part of it. 

Our governor, whom they called pophar, which 
' '■ ■ E a i* 
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m thth language fignifiey father qf his people, andf 
b/ which name I fhall always call him hereafter, 
looting at his epkernerisf which he did very frequent- 
ly, found, by computation, that he had fome time 
left to ilay in the country, and refolved to go down 
once more to Alexandria, to fee if he could mee^ with 
any more European curiolities, which are brought 
by merchants fhips coming in perpetually at that 
feafoh into the port. He took only two of the 
young men and me along with him, to fliftw me, as 
he faid, that I was entirely at my liberty, fince I 
Slight eafily find fome ihip or other to carry me in- 
to my own country. On the other hand, to con- 
vince him of the iincetity of my intentions, I gene- 
Tally kept in his company. (2) The affair I am 
foing to fpeak of, foon gave him full proof of the 
ncerity. 

While we were walking in the the public places 
to view the feveral goods and curiofities, that were 
brought from different parts of the World, it hap- 
pened that the baffa of Grand Cairo^ with aH his 
family, was come to Alexandria on the fame account 
as well as to buy fome young female ilaves. Hi* 
wife and daughter were then both along with him : 
the wife was one of the grand fignor's fillers, feem- 
ingly about thirty, and a wonderfully fine woman. 
The daughter was about fixteen, of fuch exquifite 
beauty and lovely features, as were fufficient to 
charm the greatefl prince in the world.* 

When we perceiv^ them, the pophar, who na- 
turally abhorred the turks, kept off, as if he were 
treating privately with fome merchants. But I, be- 
ing young aad inconiiderate, Hood gazing, tho' at a 

refpeiftful 

♦ Vhc baffa of Grand Cairo is one of the g;reateft pofts 
in the Turkifh empire, and the mod independent of any fobje^ 
in Turkey. It is cuftomary.for the fultans to give their daugh- 
ters in marriage to fuch perfons; -who are often diiUked by the' 
lioibaads on account of tbexr imperious behaviour. 

i 
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TefpeAful diftance, at the baffa's beautiful daughter, 
from no other motive but mere curiofity. She bad 
her eyes fixed on my companions and myfelf at the 
fame time, and, as I fuppofed, on the fame account. 
Her drefs was fo magnificent, and her perfon fo 
charming, that I thought her the moil beautiful 
creature I had ever feen in my life. If J could have 
forefeen the troubles that fhort interview was going 
to coft both the pophar and myfelf, I fhould have 
chofe to have looked on the moll hideous monller. I 
obferved that the young lady, with a particular fort 
of emotion, whifpered fomething to an elderly wo- 
man that attended her, and ihe did the fame to a page, 
who immediately went to two natives of the place, 
whom the pophar ufed to hire to carry his things: 
. this was^ to enquire of them who we were. They, 
as appeared by the event, told them, I was a young 
Have lately bought by the pophar. After a while, 
the bafia, with his train, went away, and for my 
own part I thought no mcJre of the matter. 

The next day as the pophar and we were walking 
in one of the public gardens, a little elderly mati 
like an eunuch, with a moft beautiful youth along 
with him, having dogged us to a private part of the 
walks, came up 'to us, and addreliing themfelves to 
the pophar, afked him, what he would take for hi* 
young Have, pointing at me , becaufethe baifa de- 
iired to buy him. The pophar feemed to be more 
; liirprifed at this unexpeded queltion, than I ever 
obferved him at any thing before, which confirmed 
. me more and rsore in the opinion of the kindnefs he 
had for me. But foon coming to himfelf, as he was 
f man of great prefence of mind, he faid, very fe- 
dat^y, that 1 was no Have, nor a perfon to be fold 
for any price, fince I was as free as he was. They 
.taking this for a pretext to enhance the price, pro- 
duced fome orieniai pearls, with other jewels ot im- 
-meafe value, and bid iiim name what he would have. 
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and it fhould be paid immediately ; adding, I was ' 
to be the companion of the baffa's fon, where I 
might make my fortune for ever, if I would go along 
■with them. The pophar perfifted in the fame an- 
fwer, and faid he had no power over me : they in- 
filled I had been bought as a flave, but fome time 
ago, in the grand fignor's dominions, and they 
would have me. Here I interpofed, and anfwered 
brifkly, that tho* I had been taken prifoner by the 
chance of war, I was no Have, nor would I part with 
my liberty but at the price of my life. The baffa*s 
fon, for fo he now declared himfelf to be, infteid of 
being angry at my refolute anfwer, replied with a 
moil agreeable fmile, that I Ihould be as free as he 
was, making the moft folemn proteilations by his 
holy alcoran, that our lives and deaths Ihould be 
infeparable. Tho* there was fomethliig in his words 
the moft perfuaiive I ever felt within myfelf, yet, 
confidering the obligations I had to the pophar, I 
was refolved not to go, but anfwered with a moft 
refpe^ful bow,TJiat tho' I was free by nature, I had 
indifpeniible obligations not to go with him, and 
hoped he would take it for a determined anfwer. I 
pronounced this with fuch a refolute air, as made 
nim fee there were no hopes. Whether his delire 
was more enflamed by my denial, or whether they 
took us for perfons of greater note than we appear- 
ed to be, I can't tell •, but, I obferved, he put on a 
very languiihing air, with tears ftealing down his 
cheeks, which moved me to a degree I can't exprels. 
I was fcarce capable of fpeaking, bit caft down my 
eyes;and ftood as immoveable ai a ftatue. This feem- 
ed to revive his hopes ; he recovered himfelf a little, 
and with a trembling voice, replied, fuppofe it be^ 
'the baffa's daughter you faw yefterday that defires to 
have you for her atten3ant,what do you fay ? I ftart- 
cd at this, and calling my eyes on him more atten- 
tively, I faw his fwimming in teai-s,with a tendemcfe 

enough 
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enough to pierce the hardefl heart- I looled at the 
pophar, who I £aw was trembling for me, and feared 
It was the daughter herfi^ that aiked me the quef- 
tion. I was foon put out of doubt, for Ihe findin? 
ihe had gone too far to go back, difcovered herfel^ 
and faid, I muft go along with her, or one of us muft 
die. I hope your reverences will excufe thi? ac- 
count I give of myfelf, which nothing fhould have 
drawn from me, tho* it is literally true, but your ex- 
prefs commands to tell the whole hiftory of my life. 
The perplexity I was in can't be imagined ; I con- 
fidered me was a turt and I a chriftian ; ** that my 
death mufl certainly be the co&fequence of fuch a 
rafh affair, were I to engage in it. That whether 
ihe concealed me in' her father's court, or attempted 
to go off with me, it was ten thoufand to one we 
ihould both we facrificed : neither could the vio- 
lence of fuch a fudden pafHon ever be concealed 
from the baffa's fpies. 

In a word, I was refolved not to go ; but how to 
get off was the difficulty. I faw the moft beautiful 
creature in the world all in tears before me, after a 
declaration of love, that exceeded the moft roman- 
tic tales ; youth, love and beauty, and even an in- 
clination on my fide, pleaded her caufe. But at 
length the confideration of the endlefs miferies I was 
likely to draw on thi young lady, fhould I comply 
with what fhe defired, prevailed above all others. I 
was refolved to refufe, for her fake more than my 
own, and was juft going to tell her fo on my knees, 
with all the arguments my reafon could fuggeft to 
appeafe her, when an attendant came running in 
nafte to the other perfon,who was alfo a woman, and 
told her, the baffa was coming that way. She waa 
rbufed out of her lethargy at this: the other woman, 
without any demur, fnatched her away, as the po- 
phar did ipe ! fhe juft cried out with a threat, think 
better on it, or die ; fo we were immediately out of 
fight of ojie aaother. 

I was 
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I was no fooner out of Ker iight^ but I found 4 
thoufand reafons for what I did, more I could think 
of before, when that enchanting objeft was before 
W17 eyes* I faw the madnefs of that paiHon which 
forced the moft charming perfon of the Ottoman 
empire, capable by her beauty to conquer the grand 
£gnor himfelf,^ to make a declaration of love, fo 
contrary to the nature and modefty of her fex, as 
well as her quality and dignity, and ready to facri* 
fice her reputation, the duty ihe owed her parents, 
her liberty, perhaps her life, and ^11 for an unknown 

riribn, who had been a flave but fome time before* 
faw on the other hand, that had I complied with 
the fair charmer's propofal, I mull have run the 
rifk of lofing my religion or life, or rather both j 
with a dreadful chain of hidden misfortunes, which 
were likely to accompany fuch a rafb adventure. — ► 
While I was taken up with thefeTefledlions, the wife 
pophar, after having thought a little upon Vvhaf 
had happened, told me, this unfortunate affair would 
not end fo, but that it might coft both of us ouf 
lives, and fomething elfe that was more dear to him. 
He feared fo violent a pailion would draw on otheir 
extremes ; efpecially confidering the wickednefs of 
the people, and brutal tyranny of their government. 
However, he was refolved not to give me up but 
with his life, if I would but ftand to myfelf ; ad« 
ding, that we muft make oiF as faft as we could ; that 
having fo many fpies upon us, we muft ufe policy 
as well as expedition. So he went down diredlly 
to the port, and in the hearing of all, publicly hired 
a Aiip to go for Cyprus, paid ^he whole freight 
on the fpot, and faid they muft necelTarily go off 
^hat evening. We had really done fo, but our com- 
panions and effects obliged us to return to Grand 
Cairo ; but inftead of going by fea, he calkd the 
mafter of the veiTel, who was of his acquaintance, 
and for a good round fum, privately agreed with 

hint 
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Kim to fail out of the port without us, as if we were 
really gone with him^ while he hired a boat at the 
other end of the town, and went that night diredly 
for Grand Cairo. As foon as we were arrived there^^ 
we enquired how long the bafla would be before 
he returned to that city. They told us it would be 
about a fortnight at fooneft ; this gave the pophar 
time to pay off hi^ houfe, pack up his effects, get 
all things ready for his great voyage ; but ilill with 
greater appreheniion in his looks than ever I re- 
marked in nim. However, he told us, he hoped the 
affair would end well. . 

In five days time all things were in readinefs for 
our departure. We fet out a little before fun-fet, a^ 
is cuftomary in thofe countries, and marched on but 
a flow pace whilfl we w^e near the town, to avoid 
any fuipicion of flight. After we had travelled thuf 
about a league up by the fide of the river Nile, the 
pophar leading the van, and the refl following in a 
pretty long firing afterhim, we met five or fix mea 
coming down the river fide on horfeback, who by 
their fine turbans and habits, fhewed they were pages 
or attendants of fome great ijerfon. The pophar 
turned off from the river, as if it were to give tnem 
way : they pafled on very civilly without taking any 
further nothice. I was the hindmoft but one of our 
train, having (laid to give our dromedaries fome 
water. • Soon after thell came two ladies riding on- 
little Arabian jennets, with prodigious rich fumi- 
. ture, by which I gueffed them to be perlbns dfqua-. 
lity, and others gone before their attendants. They 
were not ouite over againft where I was, when the 
younger ox the two ladies jennet began to fnort and 
Hart at our dromedaries, and became fo unruly, that 
I. apprehended the lady could fcarce fit him. At that 
inftant, one of the led dromedaries coming pretty 
near, that , and the ruftling of its loading, fo fright- 
ed th^ jexmet, that he gave a^i^ound ail on a fudden. 

and 
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and being on the infide of us towards the nver, he 
ran full fpecd towards the edge of the bank, where 
not being able to flop his career, he flew dire<5ll7 
off the precipice into the river, with the lady Hill 
fitting*him ; but the violence of the leap threw her 
off two or three ^yards into the water. It happened 
very luckily that there was a little ifland juft by 
where fhe fell, and her clothes keeping her up for 
feme minutes, the flrcam carried her againfl ibme 
ftakei that flood juR above the water ; the ilakea 
catched hold of her clothes, and held her there :— 
the (hrieksof the othei^ lady brought the nigheft at- 
tendants up to us ; but thofe fearful wretches durfl 
not venture into the river to her afliilance. I iump- 
^ off my dromedary with indignation, and throw- 
ing off my loofe garment and fandals, fwam to her» 
and, with much difficulty, getting hold of her hand, 
and looiing her garments from the ^akes, I made a 
fliift to draw her acrofs the Hream^ till I brought 
her to land. She was quite fenfelefs for fomc time ; 
I held down her head, which I had not yet looked 
at, to make her difgorge the water ihe had fwallow* 
ed ; but I was foon (truck with a double furpriie^ 
when I looked at her face, to find it was the bafTa's 
daughter, and to fee her in that place, whom I 
thought I had left at Alexandria. 

Some time after fhe came to herfelf, and looking 
fixed on me a good while, her fenfes not being en- 
tirely recovered, at lafl Ihe cried.out, " O Mahomet^ 
xnuil I owe my life to this man V* and fainted away* 
The other lady, who was her confidant, with a great: 
deal of pains brought her to herfelf again : we raif- 
ed her up, and endeavoured to comfort her as well 
as we could : " No," fays fhe, " throw me into the 
river once more ; let me not be obliged to a barba* 
lian for whom I have done too much already/' I 
t6ld her in the moft refpedlful terms I could think' 
of, that providence had ordered it fo, that I might 

make 
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make fbme recompenfe for the undeferved obliga-f 
tions £he had Uid on me ; that I had too great va- 
lue for her merit ever to make her miferable> hy 
loving a flave, fuch as I was, a ftranger, a chriftian, 
and who had indiipen£ble obligations to a<5l asl did# 
She itarted a little at what I faid ; but after a ihort 
Tecolledlion anfwered, " whether you are a (lave, an 
infidel, or whatever you pleafe, you are one of the 
moft generous men in the world. I fuppofe your obli- 
gations are on account of fome more happy woman 
than my felf; but fince I owe my life to you, I am re» 
iblved not to make you unhappy, any more than you 
do me. I not only pardon you, but am convinced my 
pretenfions are both unjuft and againil my own hoT 
Hour." She faid this with an air becoming her qua- 
lity : ihe was much more at eafe when I afiured her 
I was engaged to no woman in the world *, but that 
her memory ihould be ever dear to me, and imprint- 
ed in my heart till my laft breath. Here ten or a 
dozen armed turks came upon us full fpeed from 
the town, and feeing the pophar and his compa- 
nions, they died out, " ilop villains, we arrefl you 
in the ;aame of the baffa." At this we ftarted up 
to fee what was the matter, when the lady,who knew 
them, bid me not be afraid •, that ^thefe were men 
fhe had ordered to pujrfue me, when ihe left Alexaiv- 
dria : that hearing we were fled off by fea, fhe pre 
tended ficknefs, and afleed leave of her father to re- 
turn to Cairo, there to bemoan her misfortune with 
her confidant ; and was in thofe melancholy fenti- 
ments when the late accident' happened to hen that 
ihe fuppofed thefe men had difcovered the trick we 
had played them in not going by fea, and on better 
information had purfued us this way \ fo (he difmif- 
fed them immediately. I was all this while in one of 
the greateft agonies that can be expreffed, both for 
fear of my own refolu tions and ier ; fo I begged 
her to retirca left her wet clothes ihould endanger 
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her health. I ihould not have been able to pro- 
nounce thefe words if the pophar had not caft a look 
at me which pierced me thro', and made me fee the 
danger I was in hj my delay. Her refolutions now 
feemed to be ftronger than mine. She pulled off 
this jewel your reverences fee on my finger, and juft 
faid, with tears trickling down her beautiful cheeks, 
" take this, and adieu 1" She then pulled her com- . 
panion away, and never-looked at me more. < Hood 
amazed, almoft without life or motion in me, and 
can't tell how long I might have continued fo, if 
the popar had not come and congratulated me For 
my deliverance. I told him, I did not know what 
he meant by deliverance, for I did not know whe- 
ther I was alive or dead, and that I was afraid he 
would repent his buying of me, if I procured him 
any more of thefe adventures. ** If we meet with no 
worfe than thefe," fays he, •* we are well enough ; 
no viflory can be gained without fome lofs." So 
iie awaked me out of my lethargy, and commanded 
tis to make the beft of our v^ray. 

Remarks of Signer RhedL 

"( I ) Lhe up to your won la^v, &c.'\ If it appears incredible to 
ftny one, that heathens, as thefe people were, (hould have fuch 
ftriA ideas of morality and juftice, when they fee fuch horrid in- 

• jufticcs; fraods and oppreffions among chriftians, let them con- 
iider firft, that the law and light of nature wiU never be entirely 
cxtinguilhed in any who donH (hut their eyes againfl it •, but that 
they would cfteem the injuries they do to otfiers, without any 
fcruple, to be very great hardships if done to thcmfelves. They 
have therefore the ideas of jufticc and equity imprinted in their 
mind;;, however obfcured by their wicked lives. Secondly, let 

• them read the celebrated biftiop oiMeauxh univerfal hiftoiy,Pt, 3, 
of the morals and equity of the antient Egyptians, under their 
great king Sefoflris^ or about that time. Thirdly, not only the 
-lives and maxims of the ifirft. heathen philofophers afford us very 

i'uft nries of morality, but there are aMb fragments of antieoit 
lillory, from the earlicft times, of whole heathen nations, whofe 
lives would make cbriilians blufli at their owo immoralities, if 

they 
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that !&ould defame hf groundlefs reports the holr 
ofltce of the inouifitioftw The gbvtmbr anfwerea^ 
he would be willing to adii^ his grace in anjr thing 
he could; but ais to the /ouhg woiheii, it was not 
itk his power:, the offifcers having hurried them awaj; 
as ^indeed it tv^s not, for the French dttcers were ftu 
glad to get fuch iine iniftrefles^ 

As I travelled 5n France fome time afte^ I naet 
tvith one of thofe women at RocbfoTC, in the fame 
inn I went to lodge in, who had been brought there 
hy the fon of the mafter of the inn^formerlj a Lieu' 
tenant iii "the French fervice iti Spain ^ wbo bad 
iharried her for her-cstTaordinarj merit and beaut/. 
She wa^ the daughter of connrtllot Balah'iga : 
1 had known her before JLe was taken up by the in- 
Qui£tors orders ; Jier father died of gnef^ without 
tike comfort of revealing the cau& of his trouble, 
even to his confeflbr : 1q great is the dread of the 
inquiiitors there ! 

1 was very glad to meet one of wij country-wo- 
men in my travels ; and a^ Ih^ did not reihember 
me, efpecially in my difguife, ihe took me for aa 
officer. I refolved to flay there the next day, to 
have the fatisfaftion of converfing with her, and t<j 
et a plain account of what we could not know in 
Saragofa^ for fear of incurring the ecclefiaftical 
cenfure, publi&cd by the bifhop. Her father and 
mother-in-law, to Ihew their refpe<5l for their daugh- 
ter's country-man, (^Mr^ Faulcaut her fpoufe being 
gone to Paris) invited me to a handfome fupper- ; 
after which I begged the fa^^our of her to tieii me 
the reafon of her impriibnment ; of her fuiferings 
in the iriquifition, and of cveir thing ihe knew re- 
lating to the holy office ; to which fhe readily con- 
fented, and gave me the following account : 

I went one day with my miother to vifit the coun- 
tefs^f Attarafs, and I met there Don Francifco Tor- 
T^hni her confelTor, and fecond inquifitor of the 
^ F hv^ly 
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holy office. After we had drank chocolate, he aflced 
me tAj age, my coafeflbr^a name, and fo many in- 
tricate quefUons about religion, that I could not an* 
fwer him. His feHous countenance did frighten 
mei and as he perceived my fear, he defined the coun* 
fe& to tell me, that he wa^ not.fo fevere as I took 
him to be ; after whic^i he carefled me in a moil 
obliging manner ; he gaVe me his hand, which I 
kifled with great refpe<ft and modefly ; and when 
' going aw^y, he told me, ** My dear child, I ihall 
** reihember you till the nestt time." I did not mind 
the fenfe of the words, for I was unexperienced in 
inattcrs of galkntry, being at that time but fifteen 
years old. • Indeed- he did remember me; for the 
viry fame night, when we were in bed, hearing a 
hftrd knocking at the doOr, the maid that lay in the 
ifame rooiii with me, went to the window and afking 
who was there, I heard iay— ^thc holy Inquifition* 
I could not forbear crying out, father, father, I am 
ruined for ever. My dear father got up, and in- 
quiring what the nutter was, tanfwered him with 
tears, the inqui£tion *, he, for fear that the maid 
Ihould not open the door as quick as fuch a cafe re- 
ouired, went himfelf like another Abraham to open 
tiie door, and to offer his dear daughter to the fire 
of the inquifitors ; and as I did not ceafe to cry out^ 
as if I wa& a mad girl, m^ dear father all in tears, 
did put in my mouth a bit of a btidle, to ihew hia 
obedience to the holy office, for he thought I had 
committed fome crime againft religion ; £> the of- 
ficers giving me only tiihe to put on my petticoat 
and a mantle, tdok me down into the coach, and 
without allowing me the fatisfa^ion of embracing 
my dear father and mother, they carried me into the 
inquifition^ 

I did exped to die that night ; but when the^ 
carried me into a noble room^ well fumifhed, I was 
quite furprifed* The officers left me there, and im- 

mediatelje 
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mediately a maid came in» with a falver of fweet- 
meats,aiid ciimamon water, defiripg me to tale fome 
refrefhrnent before I went to bed« I told her I 
could not ; but that I ihould be obliged to her» if 
ihe could tell me whether I was to die that night 
or not ? " Die !" faid ihe " you do not come here 
" to dde^ but to live like a princefs, and you fhall 
" .want for nodiing in the world, but the liberty of 
" g<ii»g owt ; fo pray be not afraid, but ro to bed 
" and fleep eafy, for to-morrow you ihall fee won- 
" ders in Uiis houfe; and as I am chofen to be your 
" waiting-maid, I. hope you will be very kind to 
" me." I was going to aflc fome queflions, but (he 
^old me, ihe had not leave to tell me any thing more 
till the next day, only that no body ihould come to 
difturb me ; " and now" faid ihe •* I am going 
" about fome bufinefs, but I will come back pre- 
** fently, for my bed is in the clofet near yours," fo 
ihe left me for a quarter of an hour. The great 
amazemeiit I was in took away the free exercife of 
my fenfes to fuch a degree, that I had not power to 
think either of my aflfiAcd parents, or the danger I 
was in. In this fufpenfion of thought, the maid re- 
turned, and locked the chamber door after her; 
** Madam" faid ihe " let us go to bed, and be pleafed 
** to tell me at what time in the morning you will 
•* have the chocolate ready." I afked her name, and 
ihe told me it vrsisMary, Mary, for God's fake (faid 
t) tell me, whether I come to die or not? •* I have 
" told yon madam'* replied ihe *• that you are come 
•* to be one of the happieft ladies in the world ;" fo 
obferving her . refervednefs,, I alked no more quef- 
tions that nighty but went to bed. The fear of death 
f^revented me from fiiutting my eyes, fo that I rofe 
at break of day ; Mary lay till iix o'clock, and was 
iurprifed to find me up ; however ihe iaid little, 
but in half an hour ihe brought me, on a iUver plate, 
iwt) cups of chocolate aiul bifcuits ', I drank one cup, 
F 2 and 
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and defired hey to drink the other, which flie did. 
Well, Mfitrjy faid I, can you give me any account 
of the ret&ns o£ mj being here ? " Not yet, ma- 
•• dam" faid Ihe, " have a little patience/' With 

. this anfwer fhe left me».and an hour after came agaia 
With a fine Holland fhift,. a Holland under-petti- 
co3t, finely heed round, two iilk petticoats, and a 
little Spsnifh waiflxoat, fringed all over with gold, 
and combs, ribbands,, and every thing fuitable to a 
lady of liigher quality than I •, but my greateft fur- 
prife was to fee a gold fnuff box,, with the pidlure, 
of Dm Franafco forrejon in it. Then I foon un- 
derllood the meaning of my confinement ; fotl con- 
fidered wiih myfelf,that to refufe theprefent would 

= be the occafion of my immediate deatL; and* to ac- 
cept it, vcas to give him too great encouragement 
againfi: my honor. But I found, as I thought, a 
medium in the cafe ; fo I faid to Mary^ pray give 
XQJ fervice to Z)o» Francifco Torrejon^ and tell him, 
that as I could not bring my clothes along with me 
hft night, honefty permits me to accept of thpfft- 
clothes which are neceffary to keep me decent ; but 
iince I take no fnufF, I beg his lordihip to excufe 
ime if I do not accept this box^ Mary went to him 
with this anfwer>, and came again with a pwf^ure^ 
feicely fet in gold^ with four diamonds at tne four 
corners of it, and told me, that his lordfhip had mif- 
took, and th^t he defired me to accept that pifture. 
While I was mufing what to do,,AZ^ry faid», ** pray 
•• madam take my poor advice, accept the pioture 
" and every thing he fend^ you ;. for eonfider, that 
**. if you do not comply with every thing he has ^ 
" mind for, you will foon be put to death, and nq 
" body can defend you *, hut if you are obliging t<x 
•* him, he is a very complaifapt gentleman, and will 
" be a charming lover,, and you will be here like a 
•* queen : he will give you another apartment v/ith 
« fine gardens^ and m^ny youpg latdie^ iball come tq 

^ vifit 
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•• vifit you ; ib I advife* you to fend a civil anfwer, 
•« and defire a vifit from him, or dfe you will foon 
•• repent it." O dear God f cried I, muft I aban- 
don my honor without remedy ; if I oppofe hi» de- 
fire, he will by force obtain it. So, full of con- 
fufion, I bid Mary to give him what anfwer ihe 
thought fit : fbe was very glad of my humble ilib- 
mifiioo, and went to give J^on Brancifco an account 
of it. In a few minutes fhe returned with great 
joy, to tell me that his lordihip would honor we 
with his company at fupper ; in the mean time ht 
defired me. to mind nothing, but how to divert my- 
ielf, and to give Mary my meafure for fome new 
clothes, and order her to bring me every thing I 
could wiih for. Mary added to this, " madam, I 
** may now call you my miftrefs, and miift tell you, 
** that I have been in the holy office thefe fourteen 
" years, and Icnow the cufloms of it very well ; but 
** as filence is impofed upon me under pain of death, 
**'I cannot tell you any thing but what concerns 
•• your perfbn : fo in the firft place, do not oppofe 
« the holy father's will ; fecondly^ if you fee uime 
f young ladies here, never aik them any quaftions ; 
'* neither will they afk you ; and take care that you 
*! never tell them any thing. You may come and 
•' divert yourfelf among them at fuch hours as are 
^ appointed *, you fhall have mufic^^ and all forts 
•* of recreations ; three days hence you fliall dine 
" with them ; they are all ladies of quality, young 
*• and merry. You v^ill live fo happy here, that 
** you will not wifh to go abroad ;" and when yout 
^ time is expired, then the holy fathers will fend 
" you out of this country, and marry you to fome 
** nobleman. JNever mention your came, nor Dm 
' ** Prancifco'^^ to any ; if you fee here fome young 
'*« ladies you have formerly been acquainted with, 
^ no notice muft be taken, not nothing talked of 
** but in^fierent matters." 
' ' ' F 3r . , AH 
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Ail ihU made me aJiQuifljed, or Tflther fiupifi^d, 
MTid the whole feemed to me ^ piece of enchaiufli^eoi:. 
With iku kfToa Jftie Lfft mc, Ujing, ^e wa3 going 
to order my dinner* ^ver/ time ihe went out ffee 
Jockecl the dooti There were but two wji^wsin 
my Toomp and th^/ were fo high ih^t I could* fee 
nothing through them ; but hutjting iiboirt^JfouAd; 
a dofet, with all iorts of hlflorical and profkiae 
took a-, fo I fpenc m^ time till dingier ia rea4i»g». 

, which was fome faiuia^Hon to me. 

n In about two hours time ihe brought iii diuBer, . 
at wliichrwa;s every tbiog that coul<i f^isfy the mc§- 

•*-ft appetite. Whep dinner wflS;aver^. &e left me 

•aloiie» and told me»^ if I wanted any tbingi naigbt 
rin^ the, bell» and call. So I. went to the clof^t 
again* and' fpent three hours.in reading? I tbjnk 
TeaUy I wa* under fome enehantipent -, . for I was ia 
^ perfeft fufpenfion of thpught,iQ asto reR>enxb«r 
neither father or mother. Marj. came and told me,, 
that Hon Francifca vf.^% come, hon^e, and that fhe 
thought he would come to fee nte very fopn^ and- 
^^gged of n)e to prepare myfelf to. receive him with 
alj manner of Jcindnefe* 

At.fevenin the evening Z^, jP^<aa*«ySo. caine*.. ia 
his night-gown and cap. ; noX with: the gravity of 
an inquifitOT, but with the gaiety of an officer.. IJje 
faliiieinjie wit^ great refpe^ and told me at the 
fame time,. that hj&cpmingto fee n»e, wa^QnJy to 
flxew. the vaUl^ he had forniy family, an4 to tielln:i«, 
thiJ^tfon^C; of rxiy lover* had* procured my ruin fwf 
ew, having accuied me in n^t tera of religion, j th^t 

•the inforinations.w.eTe taten, and the fentence pXQ- 
npiinc^ed^ againft rt^tr^to bg^lmnt afive it^ a drjipm^ 
'With ^,^<?rfi^^/^^,--rrbHt. that he,, out of pity',, ami 

Hove to my family, had ftopped the execution of it. 
Each.of thefe words was^a n^ortatftroi:e to my heart. 
I threw myfelf at his feet, a^laid, ;^\^ ^^imioXt 
have you ftopped the executioa fox ey^? "/That 

•* only 
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** orfjr bdbnga to yeu to ftop it on oor^** faid he, 
mi v^ilH thi9 he mfbed me a good night. Aj foom 
as he went away, L fell a crjiag, but ikD^ry came 
a»d alked jne^what cotdd oblige me to cry fo bluer* 
If. Ahi gpod iSarf^ faid !» pray tell me what is the 
meainag of the dry pan and gradMal fire ? for I ex* 
p«ft to die b/ it, ** O madam" replied Ihe •* nerer 
** fear ; youJQiiaU fee e'er Icaig the cky pan and gra- 
" diial fire ; but they are made for thofe that op>- 
** pofe the holy father's will •, not for you. that are 
'* lb good to obey it. But pray, wa3 Don Francifco, 
'* very obliging ?" X do not know, faid I, for hit 
di&ourfe ha? put me out of my wits ; he falmed 
me with great civility, but he left me abruptly.-^ 
«♦ Well" faid JR&^jr, " you do not yet know hir 
" temper,, he is extremely kind to people that are 
" obedient to him* but if they are not, he is a« un«- 
** merciful as NtrQ\ fo.for your own fake> take care 
*' to oblige him in-all refpefts ;^ and now, dear ma*- 
" dam, pray go to fupper,, and be eafy." But the 
thoughts of the diy pan troubled, me fo muchjt^thait 
I coiud neitiher eat» nor ileep that night.. 

Early in the morning Mar^ got ui^ ani told int^ 
tfeit nobody wa» yet Sirring lathe noufe, and" that 
if I would promife fecreftr, fte would. ilw.w me the 
dry ^?ix ana gradual :^e ; io taking me down, itaio-si 
&i^ brought me imp a large room with a. thiek iron 
door^ and wkhin it. W94 an. oven^ burning at that 
time, find a l^ge bra<« pan upon it, with.a isomer 9i 
the fame, and ^ lock to \u In the next room,,thet^e 
vtfi^ a ^e^t wheel, caveredl on bcwh iides, with Qkich 
bowds ; and opening a Uula window in the centre 
€)Cit,.ihe deiired me t^look witlvitc^mdle on thu 
infide of ijf . There I faw all the cirt inference of 
the wheel was fet with Iharj^ razors. After thata. 
fte ihewjB^d me a pit full pf ferj^ents ^d toa/js^ Sha 
f^cLj ** now my good miftreiW Wi •eU jfo^ the ^i^r 
^ ofiMf^^ th^-ee things, f he i^j fif?^4« fo^ h^r^mi 

and. 
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'^ and thofe that oppofe the holy father's will and 
*« pleafure. They arc put naked alive into the pan^ 
•* and the cover of it being locked up, the execu- 
•* tioner begins to put a fmaU fire in the oven, and by 
*• degrees he augmenteth it, till the body is reduced 
" to afhes. The fecomd is dcfigned for thofe that 
** fpeak againft the pope, and the holy fathers; fof 
•* they are put within the wh^el, and the little door 
*' being locked^ the executioner turns the wheel till 
•* the perfon is dead. And the thi^rd is for thofe 
•* who contemn the images, and refufe to give due 
** refpeft and veneration to ecclefiaftical perfons :: 
•* for they are thrown into the pit, and fo become 
•* the food of ferpents and toads- Then Mary faid 
to me, that another day ihe would fhew me the tor- 
ments for public finnen ; but I was in fo great an 
agony ^ what I had feen, that I defired her to fhew 
me no more places ; fo we went to my room, and 
ihe again charged me to be very obedient to all the 
commands Don Francifco fhouldnve ii\e, or I might 
ht afTured, if I was not, that I mufl undergo the 
torments of the dry pan. I conceived fuch an hor- 
ror of the gradual- £re» that I waa not nuftrefs of 
my fenfes ; fo I promifed ddari^ to follow hfer ad- 
vice. «« If ybtt are in that difpofition**; faid fhe^ 
^ leave off all fear, and expeft nothing but pleafure 
^ and fetisfadlion* Now let mc dVefJ you, for you 
•• muft go to wifh a g«od morrow to DoH Francifco^ 
•* and to breakfaft with him.** Having faid this; 
flie conveyed mre through a gallery into his apart- 
ment ; he was ftill in hed, and defired me to fit 
down by him, and ordered Mary to bring the cho- 
colate two hours after. When Ihe waarwithdrawn, 
ike immediately declared his^incHnatioa in fo ardl^t 
a manner, that I had neither (tren^th or power to 
oppofe him ; and fo by extinguifhing the nre of hi| 
palHon, I was ftre«d'froni the dVy pan. When Mari 
«ame with the chocdlate^ I was "^^y much afhamed 

ta 
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to. be {ben in bed with hiQi ; t)ut flie coining to the 
^ed-fi4e where I w^8, and kneeling down, paid me 
hoipage as if I had been ^ qyeen, and ferved m^ firft 
with a cup of chocolate, defiring me to give another 
cup to X>on Francifioy which he received verjr gra- 
eioufiy. After breakfaft fee went awaj ; we dif- 
courfed for fome time of variou* things ; but I 
never fpdke a wprd, but when he defired me to au- 
fwer him ; fo ^t ten o'clock Mary came again and 
dxeiTed me. 

We left 2>a» Francifco in bed» and fl?« carried me 
Into another chamber, very delightful and better 
furniihed than the firftv for the windows were 
lower, a^d I had the pleafure pf feeing the river and 
gardens. Mary then told me, that the young ladies 
would. come to pay me their compliments before 
dinner ; and would take me to dine with them ; and 
begged me to re^iember her advice*, fhehad fcarce 
Hnimed thefe words, before I faw a troop of youn^^ 
beautiful Indies, finely drefled, who all, one after 
^«attex cajne ip embrace me, a?»^ ^fti ssc J07. M^ 
furprife was fo great, that I was unable to anfwer 
their compliments J bur one of them feei;:g jne fo 
Etent, faiJto me, " madarti, the fgliturfe of this phce 
•* will affe^ you in the begining, but when you 
"begin to feel the pleafures and amufements we 
" enjoy, you will quit your penfive thoughts ; now^ 
**.we,b^ of you tne honor to come aj>d dine with 
** us UyQuj ; and henceforth three day^ in a week.** 
1 returned them thanks, and fo we wenx to dinner. 
That daj we had all fort5of exouifite meats, deli- 
cate lruits» and fweetmea^*. Tne room was long^. 
with two tables, on each fide, and another at thp. 
front pf it ; and I reckoned in It that day fiftyrtwo 
young ladies^, the eldeft of them nqt e:5c.eeding 
Itwenjy four )Cears of 2ig^. Six maids did fcrve the 
whole number of us ; but Mary waited on me alone. 
Aften diiyiftr w,ei went up ftstirs into a. lp»g gallery ^ 
, wh«re. 
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where fome of. us played on inftruments of mu^c» 
others at cards» and fbme walked about for three oi 
four hours together. At laft Mary came up ring- 
ing a fxnall bell, which was, as tliey informed me^ 
the fi^al to retire into our rooms ; but Mary faid 
to the whole .company, " ladies, to day is a day of 
" recreation, fo you may go i^to what rooms you 
" pleafe till eight o'clock/* They all. defired to- 
go to my apartment with me. We found in my 
anti-chamber a table, with all forts of fweetmeats. 
upon it ; iced-cinnamon, aln^onds-milk, and the like* 
Every one did ^at and drink, but nobody fpoke a 
word touching the fumptuoufnefs of the table, or 
concerning the inquifition, or the holy fathers. So 
we fpent our time m merry indifferent conversation 
till eight o'clock, and then every one retired to their 
own room. 

As foon as they were gone, Mary let me know 
that Don Francifco did wait for me ; fo we went to 
his apianment,^ and ,£^>»^ ,^««»g xeacfy, we fate- 
down, attended ottfy by Mary* After it was over, flie 
went away, and we went to bed. Next morning fhe- 
ijsrved iis with chocolate, whieh after we-^tad-dmJr-, 
we llept till ten ; at which time we got up. When 
I returned to my own chamber, I found ready two 
fuits of clothes of rich brocade, and every thing elfe 
fuitable to a lady of the iirft rank. I put on one, 
and when I. wa» quite direffedv the ladies came to 
wifh me joy, all dreffed in different clothes, much, 
richer than before*. We fpent the fecond daj 
and the third day in the fa.me recreaticm; B^mFran- 
i^ijco continuing in the fime manner wkh me ; but 
on the fourth morning, after drinkkg chocolate,. 
Mary told me, that a lady was waiting for me in 
her own room,, and with an air of authority defired 
me to get up. Don Wrancifco faying nothing to the 
contrary, I obeyed, and left him in bed. I thoughj^ 
ttuU wa6 to give oie fome "^v^ comfort,, but I wa^ 

Tcrx 
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%eT7 much miftaken ; for Mary convcjed me into a 
lady's room not eight feet long, which wai a perfeA 
prifon ; and told me this was tay room, and this 
young lady my bed-fellow and companion; and 
without faying any more, flie left me there. 
^ What is this dear lady ? faid I ; is it an enchant^ 
ed place* or a hell upon earth ? I hare loft father 
:ma mdther, and what is worfe, I have lofl my ho- 
hor, and mj foUl for ever. My new companion 
&eing me like a mad Woman, took me by the hands 
and laid, " dear Efler, for this is the name 1 will 
■" henceforth give you, forbear to cry and grieve; for 
** 70U can do nothing by fuch ettravagant behaviour 
*• but draw upon yourfelf a cruel death ; your mif- 
*• fortunes and our$ art exadly of a piece ; you fuf- 
*• fer nothing that we have not fuffered before you ; 
*• but we dare not Ihew oUr grief for fear of greater 
*• evils : pray take courage, and hope in God, for 
"''he will-furely deliver us out of this hellifh place \ 
^ biit be fur^ you ihew no uneafinefs before hdafy^ 
" who is the only in ftmi ne n t either of our-torments 
" or comforts : have patience till we go to bed, and 
" then I will venture tb tell you more of the matte^ 
'»' which I hope will atford you fome comfort.'* I 
was in a mofl defperate condition ; but my new fif^ 
ter Leonora prevailed fo much upon me, that I over-^ 
eaine my vexation before Mary came again to bring 
our dinner, which was very different from what we 
had for three, days before. After dinner anothet 
maid came to take away the platfe and knife, for we^ 
had but one for us both< Afte/ flie had gone out 
and locked up the dodr, *• nowj my dear lifler" faid 
Letmora " we fhall not be difturbed agdn till eight 
•* at nfght ; fo if you will promife me upon yoUr 
•• hopes of falvation, to keep fecret, while you are 
•* in this houie, all the things I &all tell yoti, I will 
" reveal all tnat I know.'* I threw myfelf at her 
feet, and promifed all that fhe d^fired ; upon which, 
^without iurthet c^iemo^r, file began as follows t 

•• My 
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** Ji^ dear fifler, you think your cafe vjctj hard 5 
** but I afTure you, all the ladies in thiis houfe have 
*« already gone through the fame ; in time y6u fhall 
^ know all their ll^rie5,as they hope to kliow yours* 
** I fttpBoft Mary has been the chief inftrument of 
" your n ight, as flie has been of ours^ and 1 warrant 
" ftie has fliewn you fome horrible places, though 
•' not all» and that at the only tkougnt of them you 
^' were fo much troubled in your mind, that you 
** have chofen the fame way we did to redeem your- 
** felf from death. By what has kappened to us, 
** we know that Don Franet/c$ has been your Nero \ 
** for the three colours of our clothes are the diftin* 
** gui(hing tokens of the three holy fathers ; the red 
** filk belongs to Don Francifooy the blue to GuerrerOy 
** and the green to Alia^a : for they always give the 
'* three firft of thefe colours to thofe ladies that they 
*• bring hither for their ufe. We are ftriftly com- 
** manded to make all demonftrations of joy, and to 
** be very merry for three days when a young lady 
•* comes firft here» as we did with you, and you 
*• muft do with others ; but afterwards we live 
*' like prifoners, without feeing any living foul but 
*» the ^^ maids, and Mary^ who is the houfe-keeper* 
«< We dine all of us in the hall three days in a week* 
•♦ Whei) any one of the^holy fathers has a mind for 
•« oneof hisflaves,/l^4ry comes for her at nine of the 
" clock, and carries her to his apartment : but a» 
" they have fo many, the turn comes it may be bul 
•* once a month, excjtpt for thofe that happen to 
•* pleafe them more than ordinary, and they are fent 
*• for often. Some nights Mary leaves the door of 
'* our rooms open^ and that is a £gn that one of the 
** fathcw has a mind to come that night ; but he 
•* comes fo filest, that we do not know whether he 
** is our patron or net. If one of tu happen to be 
•* with-child, flie is removed into a better chamber, 
"^^ and ibe feci, aobody but the maid till fhe is de- 

** livercd. 
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f^t to deilroy the temple of Jnfiter Ilammon, was entirely ore^•^ 
whelmed and loft in the fand«. Herodot. Thalia. The idolatora 
imputed it as a puniihment for^hi'? impiety agaiaft y^^/tfr ; but 

it was for want of knowing the danger f fofpofe very few 

are ignorant of the cootrirance of Mtrius^ the Roman general, 
to get over tXe fands to Capfa, to feize Jugurtha^ trcai\irc8> 
\rhich he thought fecure. Saiiufi. de Bella Jwgnrthm. 

(a) The prodifiouR fertility of Africa, ia the vales between 
the departs and the ikirts of it, for a great brcat'th towards the 
two fcas is recorded by the beft hillarians; tho' t^e ridge of it, 
over. which «^ author was conducted, and other particular 
tra^H, are all covered with fands. 

(5) / <wai defigne^for a human facrifKfJ] Our author's feara 
were not vain i confid^ring the preparatives he faw, and other 
circumftance"'. Beffde?, 'tis wett tcnown the ancient Africanr, 
particularly the Getuliaas and Lybians, and even the Carthage- 
viiais, made ufc of human facrifice* to appeafc their dciticp. Bs^ 
<harty in hi«iGeograpUia Saaa, proves beyond queftion, that the 
Carthageoiaris were part of the people of Canaan, driven out by 
yj/haa^ whr» ufcd to facri6ce their children to Moloch^ Gff . Eve:i 
ia Hannibal \ time, v. hen they were grown more polite, they 
privately fent childicn to TV''^ for a facrificc to Her€uht'. 

(4) Ttey perj4>rwed to their diceajedangeficrs^ The carlicd 
accounts from ^gypt, from whence thefe people come, teU us,, 
that they had a great veneration for their d^ceafed anceftors.— 
See the 3d part of the bi(hop of Meaux'% hi.lory, quoted above. 

DiaJontf SlculuSy who lived in the beginning of ^vguJlusS 
reign, fays of the Egyptians — they were part4calarly diligent 
about their fcpulcjires, or in the worftvip of tj^ dead. The^ 
fame fdperftition reigns Hill amon^ the Chinefc,' whom I (half 
fliew afterv/ards to have "been ft colony of EgyptJan?, notwitli- 
ihinding that China and Egypt ar€ fo far diftant from each 
other. 

{5) The ancwit Egyptians had alirong ron^Jnefs for building 
pyramids. Whethcf tiiey v;ere for the fame end as the tower 
of Babel, that is to make themfelves a name, or other en4s, v/e 
cant tell. — ^The great pyramid is more ancient than all the reft ; 
iaibmuch, that the bcft author<; don't "know when to fix its date, 
fome faying it, was built hy Mteris^ their firft king •, others by 
Cecrops LedUr: but if the account the pophar gives of this origin, 
at the next Nation, be true, it was built before there v/as any 
^kiiig in Egypt. The river Nile was con\'cycd by art under the - 
great pyramid. 

(5) One of the end'-, of bui!d»nj^ the pyramid", was certainly 
ibr buryijvg places for fome great men. 

( 7) Which w^f r.jter^vards called Tides ^ (Sc^ Tlicbe^, of>cc 
the ixujft famous -city t>f Egypt, hriving an hundrcc: gates, ^>. was' 
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rhe No Amtn or Dhfpolis of the ancjcnti'. Bocharty Pl^aUg. }\h. 4, 
T-^Tacitm fays, that in the time of GermaMtcus^ there was re- 
maining an infcription in the ^^ptian language, fignifying. 
Habit affe quandam (Thebes) Jeptingnts mUlia Hcmintttn atate mi- 
Atari ; i. e. that there was once fevcn hnndred thoofand i&habi- ' 
tants in Thebes fit to bear arms. Tacit. )i^t. AtmaL 

(8) This is certainly rank idolatry, froifi all the pophar calls 
it but a civil ceremony : thus the worfliip the Chincfc pay to their 
dead, and allowed by the jefuits, was faid, by them, to be but 
^ pious civil ceremony, tho' it was l&e this, or ratho- more fu* 
penlitious. See the coQdcmmition of it by pope ig^mtat XI. 



Continuation of the Memoirs. 
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£ were now paft the tropic of cancer, (i) as 
I found by our Ihaoows going fouthward : we went 
on thus, a little bending towards the weft again, al- 
moft parallel to thfe tropic. The breeijes encreafing 
rather ftronger than before, fo that abdut midnight 
it was really cold. We gave our dromedaries wa- 
tfer about fuptifihg, and refrefhed ourfelves a little; 
then fet oi^with new vifour at a prodigious rate ; 
Hill the bi&zes fell between nine and ten •, however 
we madeJi|5ft to go on, becaufe they^came again 
about noon I fcetween three and four w^s the hotteft 
time of all.**r,. 

Bdides going now parallel to^the tropic^ W* tra- 
velled on the hot fands, •r even defcendings ; where- 
as when we pointed fouthwards towards the line, 
we found the ground to be infeniibly rifing upon 
us ; (2") but as we went on the fluts, as if it had not 
been tnat we were almoft on the ridge of Africa, 
which made it cooler than one can weU believe; it 
had been impoflible to bear the heats. When we 
yelled, we jxot only pitched our tents for ourfelves 

and 
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and dromedaries, but the fands were fo hot, that we 
were forced to lay thing^s under our feet to prefer ve 
them from burning. Thus we travelled thro" ihofe 
difmal defarts for four^ays, without light of any 
living creature but ourfehes. Sand> and Ikies were 
all that prefented to our view. The fatigue was 
the greateft I ever underwent in my life. 

The fourth day, about eight in the morning, by 
good fortune for us, or elfe by the prudent furecaft 
of the poj^ar, who knew aU his nations, we faw 
another vale towards the right hand, with fomt 
draggling trefes here and there, but not looking 
nigh £o Bieafant as the fir§t : we made to it wkk 
all our ipeed, and had much ado to bear the heats 
till we came tq it : we alighted imnoediately, and 
led our dromedaries dowft the gentle defcent till we 
could find a thicker part of it. The firil trees were 
thin and old, as if they had juil moifture enou^ to 
keep them alive : the grt>und was but juft covered 
over with a little fun-burnt mofs, without any fiffn 
€>£ water, hui our flock was not yet gone. At length, 
«s we defcended, the grove encreaf^S every way, tht 
trees were large, with fome dates here and there, but 
tkot fo good as in thfr other. We refted a little, then 
continued to defcend for fome time, till we came 
into a very cool and thick ihade. Here the pophar 
told us, we muft ftay two or three days, perhaps 
longer, till he faw his ufual iigns for proceeding on 
his journey, and bid us be fparing of our water for 
fear of accidents. 

We fettled our dromedaries as before •, for dur- 
felves we could fcarce take any thing, we were fa 
fatigued, wanting reft more than meat and dtink. 
The pophar ordering us fome c<Hdial wines, they 
had along with them for that purp<Jfe,^oM us,, we 
might fleep as lon^ as w6 would •, only bid u^ be 
fure to cover ourfelvcs weU ; for the/ nights were 
long, and even cold about midnighu We were all 
G z fooa 
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foon afleep, and did not wake till four the liext 
morning. The pophar being folicitous for all our 
fafetics, as well as his own, for this was the critical 
tiine cf our journey, was awake the firfl cf us* 
When we were up, and refreshed ourfelves, which 
we did with a very good appetite, he told us we muft 
go up on the fands again to obferve the figns. Wc 
look cur dromedaries along with us for fear of wild 
beafts, tho' v;e faw none \ walking ?ently up the 
fands, till we came to very high ground. yV^e hod but 
a dreary profpe<5t of fun-biirat plains, as far as our 
eyes could carry us, without grafs, fkick or fljrub^ 
except when w^e turned our backs to look at th« 
vale where we had Iain all night, which we faw 
fpread and extended itfelf a vaft M'ay. He affured 
us, the notes left for ruks by his anceflors, men- 
tioned a fpring in that vale below us, which run^. 
ning lower became a rivulet, but that either by an 
earthquake or feme flood of fand, it was quiiet 
choaled up, running under ground without any 
one's knowledge, whether it broke out again or wa$ 
entirely fwallowed up. (3) He faid alio, that by 
the moil ancient accounts of his forefetheis, the- 
fands were not fo dangerous to pafs as they are now,, 
or of fuch Vaft extent, (4) but had fruitful vales- 
much nearer one another than at prefent. He ad- 
ded, that he hoped to fee the figns he wanted for 
proceeding oh our way, fince there was no ftirriag 
till thofe appeared : that according to his ephemc- 
Tis and notes, they fhould appear about this time, 
imlefs fomething very extraordinary happened. 

This was about eight in the morning, the ninth 
day after we fet out for the defarts. He was every 
now and then looking fouthward or fouthweft, with 
great folicitudein his looks, as if he wondered he 
faw nothing. At length he cried oiu, with great 
emotions of joy, " 'tis coming ! look yonder" fays 
he ** towards the fouthwcft, and fee what you caa 

difcover^ 
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difcover, as far as your eyes can carry you.'* We 
told him, we faw nothing but fonie clouds of fands, 
carried here and there lite whirlwinds. " That is 
the fign I want ;" continued he, «* but mark well 
which way it drives.'* We faid it drove dire^lr 
eaftward, as nigh as we could guefs. ** It doth/* 
fays he *, then turning his face weilwards, with a 
liule point of the fouth, '* all thofe vail defarts are 
now m fuch v aft commotion of ftornu and whirl- 
winds, that man and beafl wotdd fbon be over- 
whelmed in thofe rolling waves of fands." He ha J 
fcarce iaid this, but we faw at a raft diftance, ten 
(houfand little whirlfpouts- of fand,^ rifing and fal- 
ling with a prodigious tumult and velocity (5) 
eaftward, with vaft thick clouds of fand and duft 
following it. " Come," fays he " let us go down- 
to our refting place, for there we muft ftay till we 
fee further how matters go.^^ As- thi» appeared 
nearer to me than anj^ of the reft, I made bold to 
afk hiro, what was the caufe of this fudden phse- 
nomenon,. being pofTefTed with a great idea of the 
knowledge of the man.- He told me, that about the 
full moon there always fell prodigious rains, (6) 
coming from the weftem part of Africa, on this 
£de the equator ; at the iiiil coming, driving a lit- 
tle fouthweft for fbme time, then they^ turned al- 
TOoft fouth, and crofted the line till they came to^ 
the fource of the Nile ; in which parts they fell for 
three weeks or a month together^ which was the 
occafton of the overflowing of that river : (7) but 
that on this fide the equator, it only rained about 
fifteen days, preceded by thole whirlwinds and 
clouds of fand, which rendered all that tra<ft impaf- 
fable, till the rains had laid them again. 

By this time we came down to our refting place, 
and tho* we did not want fleep or refreihment, yet 
we took both, to have the cool of the evening to re- 
create ourfelves after fo much fatigue, not being 
likely to move till the next evening at fooneft. 

G 3 Remarks 
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Remarks of Signor Rhedi. 

( 1 ) We ^oert ne*to paft the tropic of cancer^ as I found hy our 
Jbade'wsy ^r.] When pcrfons are beyond that tropic at mid- 
day, the (hadows of things are towards the fouth, becaufe the 
fun is then north of us. 

They might have paiTcd the trcpic before, fince it runs over 
port of the defart of Barca, not much fouihward of Egypt ; bul 
it fcems they (leered weftward for fome time. 

(2) His obfcrvationa are juft, iince all the nevy philofophers al- 
low the earth to be fphcroidal and gibbous towards the equator ; 
whoever therefore goes by land, either fro^r^ the north or fouth 
tovrards the equator, much al'cend. Ibis fcems to be a very na- 
tural rtafon why thofc immcnfe bares are not fo exccffivtiy hot. 
The big hell mountains are confidcrably nigher the fun than the 
low lands, yet excefllve cold in the hotted climates ; in the vale^ 
the rays of the fun arc cooped in^ and doubled and trebled by 
refra£lion and reflection, ^r. The fame air put in a turbulent 
motion wiU be hot, and in a dire£% one cold. 

(3) Geographers agree, that riverp, and even great lakes, in 
Africa fink under ground, and are quite loft without any vilible 
outlets. The vail depth of the ftrata of land, fccm more proper 
to fwallow them up there than in other pajts of the world. 

(4) There feems to be a natural rcafon for what he fays; for 
thofe vaft fands or hills of gravel, were undoubtedly left by the 
general deluge, as probably all the lciT(?r ftfata or beds of gravel 
were. Yet ^rcat part of them muft have been covered with 
flimc or mud, for fevferal years after the deluge^ fome thinner^ 
fome thicker, and confequently nK>re mold and produ^ivc ac* 
cordingly. Nevertbelefs, the violent rays^ of the fun (Itll render 
them more dry and barren, and in all probability, thefe defarts 
will cncrcai'e more and more wbere the country is not cultivated. 

(5) Tho' in the vaft ocean between the tropic?, where pro- 
montories don*t intcf vene, the winds arc generally eafterly, yet 
there is a perpetual weft-wind bloWK into Guinea.— -i^There are 
•vaft rains at the folftices, between the tropics, as the accounts of 
thefe partd declare, tho* at that time of the year, more beyond 
the line than on this fide of it. It is not to be queftioned, but in 
fuch vicleot changes, particularly before thofe rains, there muft 
be furious hurricanes of wind and fand, enough to overwhelm 
-whole armies and countries. T he moft incredible part of this 
narration is, how they could travel at all under the tropic in the 
fummer folftice ? only, as he fays, the ground being very hig^ 
«nd open, it muft draw air. 

{€) Naturtlifta 
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{€) NaturaHfts agree, that beyood the line there arc great 
ra'ms at this realcn. It is poflible they may begin co that fide, 
being 'djiven by the perpetual weft-winds into Guinea, and then, 
by natural canfen, turn towards the line and (buthera tropic. 

(7) The cauics of the overflowing of the river Nile, unknown 
to mod of th^ ancients, are now allowed to be the great rains 
falling in June and July about the line and the fouthern tropic, 
and the melting of the fnow on the mountains of the moon lying 
in that trad. None can wonder there ihould be fnow in thofe hot 
climates, who have heard of the Andes or Cordillerias, bordering 
on Pern. Our Italy is very hot, yet the Alps and Appcnninc» 
are three parts of the years covered with fnow. — ^The Nile over- 
flows in Auguft, which fecms to be a proper diftance of time foe 
the waters to come down to Egypt, fuch a vafl way off from the 
caufe of it. — -There is a river in Cochinchiua, and clfcwhcrt^ 
thi&t overflows in the fame manner, 
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. T five in the evening the pophar called us up 
to go with him once more to the higheit part of 
the defart, faying, he wanted one fign yet,, whtch he 
hoped to have that evening, or elfe it wouM go hard 
with us for want of water, our provifion of it be* 
ing almoft fpent ; and there were no fprings in the 
de^rtsthat we were to pafs over, till we canire with- 
in a long day's journey of the end of our voyage. 
However, he fcarce doubted but we ihould fee the 
certain fign he wanted this evening *, on which ac- 
count, there did not appear fuch a folicitude in his 
countenance as before ; for tho* he was our gover- 
nor or captain, with the moft refpedlful deference 
paid to him that ever I faw, yet he governed us in 
all refpefts as if we were his children, with all the 
,t«ndisrnefs of a father, as his name imported, tho' 

nooe 
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none of the company were his real children. If 
there were any figns of partiality, it was in my fa.- 
vour, always exprefling the moft endearing tender- 
nefs for me, which the other young men, inilead of 
taking any diilik« at it, were really pleafed with it t 
»o brothers in the world could be more loving to 
one another than we were. The elderly men took 
delight in feeing our youthful gambols with one 
another : it is true, their nature is, of the two, a 
little more inclined to gravity than the Italians, who 
are no light nation ; yet their gravity is accom- 
panied with all the ferenity and chearfulnefs ima- 
ginable ; and I thought then, by our firft acquaint'^ 
ance, that I never faw fuch an air of a freeborn peo- 
ple in my life, as if^hey knew no other lubjecftion 

but what was merely filiaL^-^ When we came 

to the high ground, we could fee the hurricanes 
j^lay ilill ; but what was more wonderful, very 
lew effe<fls of that aerial tumult came our way,. 
but drove on almolt parallel to the equator. The 
air looked like a brown dirty fog, towards the^ eaft 
and foutheail ; all the whirlwinds tending towards 
thoie parts. It began after fome time to look 9, 
little more ligktfome towards the weft ; but fo, a* 
if it were occafionod >by a more ftrong and fettled 
wind. At length we perceived at the fartheft ho- 
rizon, the edre of a prodigious black cloud,, extend- 
ing itfelf to the fouthweft and weftem points, riiing: 
with a difcemable motion, tho* not very^ faft. Wer 
faw plain enough, by the blacknefs and thickneit of 
it, that it prognofticated a great deal of rain. Here 
they all Ml proftrate on the earth ; then raifing up 
their hands and eyes towards the fun, they feemedb 
to pay their adorations to that great luminary.^ 
The pophar, with an aucSble voice, pronounced 
feme unknown words, as if he were returning thanks 
to that planet for what he faw. At this I ftepped 
back, and kept myfelf at a diitance y not fo much, 
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for fear of my life as before, as not to join with 
them in their idolatrous worfhip ; for I could not 
be ignorant now, that they had a wrong notion of 
God ; and if they acknowledged any, it was the 
fun ; which in efPedt is, the leaft irrational idolatry 
people can be guilty of. (i) When they had done 
their orifons, the pophar turned to i!ne and faid, '' I 
fee you won't join with us in any of our religious 
ceremonies', but I muft tell you," continued he, 
" that cloud is the faving of ail our lives : and &s 
that great fun (pointing to the luminary\ Is the in- 
iirument that draws it up, as indeed he is the pre- 
ferver of all our beings, we think ourfelves obliged 
to return our thanks to him." Here he flopped, as 
if he had a mind to hear what I could fay tor my^ 
felf. I was not willing to enter into difputes, well 
knowing that religious quarrels are the moil pro- 
voking of any ; yet I thought myfelf obliged to 
aiake profefiion of my belief in the fupieme God> 
BOW I was called upon in the profefled worfhip ol 
» falie deity. I anlwered with the mofl modefl ref- 
peft I wa» capable of, that, that glorious planet 
^as one of the phyfical caufes of the prefervation 
of our beings, and of the produ<^ion 01 all things ^ 
but that he was produced himfelf by the moft high 
God,, the firfl caufe and author of all things in 
heaven and earth ; the fun only moviaV by his or- 
der, as an inanimate being, incapable of hearing our 
prayers, and only operating by his direction. How* 
ever, I offered to join with him in returning my 
befl thanks to the moft high God,, for creating the 
fun, capable by his heat to raife that cloud for the 
faving our lives. Thus I adapted my anfwer, as 
nigh to his dtfcourfe as I could, yet not fp as to 
deny my faith •, for I could not entirely tell what 
to .make of them as yet ; fincc I obferved, they were 
more myfter ious in their religious, ceremonies thfin 
in any ihing elfe, (2) or rather this was the only 

thin^ 



d by Google 



5B Thz memoirs or 

tLing they were referved in. He pondered a good 
while on what I faid, but at length he added, *< you 
are not much out of the way, you and I will talk 
this matter over another time," fb turned off the 
difcourfe ; I fuppofed it to be becaufe of the young 
men Handing by us, who he had not a mind ihould 
receive any other notions of religion but what they 
had been taught. 

It was fun-fet by that time we came down to the 
grove. We had fomc fmall flights of fand, c&ufed 
by an odd commotion in the air, attended with little 
whirlwinds, which put us in fome appreheniions of 
a fand-ihower ; but he bid us tate courage, fince 
he could not find in all his accounts^ that the hur- 
ricanes or rains ever came in any great quantity as 
far as we were ; the nature of them being to drive 
more parallel to the equator : but he was fure we 
jQiottld have fome, and ordered us to pitch our tents 
as firm as we c^uld, and draw out all our water 
v«irels to caidi the rain againft all accidents. When 
this was done, and we had eat our fuppers, we re- 
created ourfelves in the grove, wandering about her^ 
and there, and difcourung of the nature of thefe 
phsenomena. We did not care to go to reil fo foon» 
having repofed ourlelves fo well that day, and had 
all the following night and the next day to Hay at 
that place. The grove grew much pleafanter as we* 
advanced into it ; there were a great many dates and 
other fruits, the natural produce of Africa, but not 
quite fo rich as in the firil ffrove. I made bold to 
afk the pophar, how far Uiat grove extended, or 
whether there were any inhabitants. He told me» 
he could not tell any thing of either : that it was 
pofiible the grove might enlarge itfdf different' 
ways among the winding hills ; unce hi> accounts 
told him, mere had been a rivul«t of water, tho* 
now fwallowed up ; but he believed there were no 
iohabitants, iince there was, no meatioo madk of 

them 
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them in his papers : nor did he beliere any other 
people in the world, befide ihemfelves, knew the 
way, or would venture fo far into thofe horrid in- 
iiofpitable defarts. I aiked, how he was fure that 
was the place ; or by what rule he could know how 
fiar he was come, or where he was to turn to the 
right or left ? having a mind to learn whether he 
had any certain knowledge of the longitude, which 
creates fueh difficulties to the Europeans. He 
flopped a little at my queilions ; then laid, without 
any apparent hefitation, " why, we know by the 
needle how far we vary from the north or fouth 
point, at leaft till we come to the tropic ; (3) if 
not, we can take the meridian and height of the 
fun, and knowing the time of the year, we can tell 
how near we approach to, or are off the equator."*. 
Yes, faid I ; but as there are di&rent meridians 
every ftep you take, how can you tell how far you 
go eift or weft, when you run either way in parallel 
lines (4]) to the tropic or equator ? Here he flop- 
ped again, and either could not make any certain 
difcovery, or had not a mind to let me into the fe- 
crct. The firft was moft likely ; however, he an- 
fwered readily enough, and faid, ** you pleafe me 
^th your curious queftions, fince I find you under- 
Hand the difficulty : why" continued he, " all the 
method we have, is to obferve exaftly how far our 
idromedaries go in an hour, or any other fpace of 
time I you fee we go much about the fame pace ; 
we have no ftops in our way, but when we know of 
it, to refrcfli ourfelves or fo, for which we generally 
allow fo much time. (5) When we fet out from 
Egypt, we went due weft ; our beafts gain fo many 
miles an hour ; we know hy that how far we are 
more weft than we were : (6) if we decline to the 
liorth or the fouth, we know likewife, how many 
miles we have advanced in ib many hours, and com- 
pute how much the declination takes off from- 

our 
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our going due weft : and tho' v?e can't tell to a de- 
monftrative exaftnefs, we caa tell pretty nigh." — 
This was all I could get out of him at that time, 
which did not fatisfy the difficulty : then I aflced 
, him, how they came to find out this way, or to 
venture to feek out a habitation unknown to all the 
v/orld befide. He anfwered, " for liberty and pre- 
fervation of their laws." I was afraid of alking 
any further, feeing he gave fuch general anfwers. 

By this time it began to be prodigious dark, for 
all it was full moon. (7) We had fome fudden 
gufts of wind that llartled us a little. It lightened 
at fuch' a rate, as I never faw in my life, tho' it was 
towards the horizon, and drove fide- ways of us; yet 
it v.*as really terrible to fee : the flafhes were fo^ 
fhick, the Iky was almoft in a light lire : we made 
up to our tents as faft as we could : tho' we had 
only the ikirts of the clouds over us, it rained pretty 
hard, fo that we had foon fupplied our veffels with 
water, and got fafe into our iiielter. The thun- 
der was but juft audible at a vaft diftance, and for 
our comfort, drove ftill to the eaftward. I don't 
know in what difpofitions the elderly men might 
be in, being accuik)med to the nature of it ; but I 
am fure T was in fome apprehenfion, not doubting, 
but if irhad come direcElty over us, nothing could 
withftand its impetuofity. I had very little incli-. 
nation to reft, whatever my companions had ; but 
pondering v/ith myfelf, both the nature of the thing 
and the prodigious fkill thefe men muft have in the 
laws qf the univerfe, I ftaid with impatience wait- 
i«g the event. 

Remarks of Signer Rhedi. 

i I ) 77r lea/^ irralicnal iddatry paplf coulJ be guilty 9fy ,^r.] 
All idolatry beinp r» worfiiip of creature'^, infte^d of the one fu- 
^rcme God, mn(l be irrational. Bet it h ctrtain, and well at- 
teHicti by ancient hii^ory, that the eaftcni nations worlhipped the 

ian : 
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fun : probably it was the firft idolatrbus worflu'p that wat in the 
-world. The great benefits all nature receives from his infloence i 
the glorious brightncfs of his rays j the Variety, yet conflant tc- 
nour,of his motions, might induce ignorant people to believe him 
to be of a fupcrior nature to other creatures, tho' it is evidently 
certain, he is limited in his perfcflionp, and<onreq«cntly no Go». 
■ I t is true, the ancient Egyptians, from whom thefc people 
fprung, as wilt be feen afterwards, did woHhip the fun in the moft 
wcarly times. There was a prieft of the fun in the patriarch Joffpb'* 
time : and as the Egyptians were fomc of the •6rft aftronomets 
in the world, contending for antiquity with the Chaldeant^ : tho* 
both the Chaldeans and Egyptians had their knowledge from 
the defcendants of Shm^ or his father iV^, who, by the admi- 
jable ftru£\urc of the ark, appears to have been* matter of very 
great fciences; I fay, the Egypdans being fo much addi£fcedt» 
'aftronomy, it is probable, that glorious luminary was the chief 
objed of their worlhip. They did not worlhip idols and bealla 
till long afterwards. See the learned Bochart^s Pbaleg. in Mifraim^ 
(aj MyfteHouj in their reUgi<ms ceremoniws^ &cJ] Tliis' agrees 
with all ancient accounts of the firft people of Egypt ; witncfs 
their emblems, hieroglyphics, &c. Mod of the ancient fable^ 
'Under which fo many myfteries were couched, did not firft fpriog 
■from the Greeks, the' improved by them j but from the Egyp* 
tians and Chaldeans, who at firft held a communication of 
fciences with one another, but grew to cmnlofi^ty afterward"?.— < 
The wonderful things the Egyptian Magi did, in imitation of the 
miracles wrought by Mafes, (hew they w«re great artifts. 

(3) yf/ /(pa/? tiUtve came to the tropic^ fi^r.] Eiqierimental 
philoibphy tells u?^ that the needle is pf little ufe in navigation 
when under the line, "but lies ftudtuating without turning to any 
point of itfclf •, becaufe, as fome fuppofc, the current of the mag- 
netic effluvia, flying from pole to pole, has there itslongeft axis, 
as the diameter of the equator is longer than the axis of the 
world : but vwhether this has the fame e{Fc<a on the needle by 
land, which is the cafe, ils it has hy fea, we muft have more 
.certam experiments to know, the' it is probable it may. 

(4) In parallel lines to the tropic or ^quatory Sff .] Wherever 
we (land we are on the fummit of the globe with refpciSl to us. 
Whoever therefore thinks to go due weft, parallel to the equator 
or ea'ft, will not do fo, but will cut the line at long-run, becaufe 
'he makes a -greater circle. Thefe men therefore, when they 
thought they went due weft, were approaching to the line more 
than they were aware of; and fuppofing the ftrudture of the 
earth to be fpheroidal, went up hill all the way, bating fome 
fmall inequalities. 

(5) This muft be underftood according to the foregoing re- 
mark. 

^ (<5) At fitft fight it feems tol>e eafierto fiad out the longitode 
H by^ 
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by land than by fea, becatxre wc may be more certain how we ad- 
vance. At fca, there are currents and tides, and fettmgs in of the 
fea, which make the (hip go aflant more or Icfs infenfibly. As 
yet there has been no certain rule found to teii us, how far we 
■advance due eaft or dne weft. The elevation of the pole, or the 
height of die fan fl»ew us, how far we declme to the north op 
fouth ; bat we have no certain mle for the eaft or weft. 

(7) The full moon about the fummcr folftice generally brings 
rain, and the over-flowing of the Nile is now known to be caufdi 
by the vaft rains in the regions near the equator. 



Continuation of the Memoirs. 

X W A S mufing with myfelf on what I had heard 
and feen, not being able yet to guefs with any fatis- 
faft ion, what thefe people were, when an unexpected 
accident was the caufe of a difcovery, which made 
me fee they were not greater flrangers to me than I 

was to myfelf, The weather was ftifling hot, fi> 

that we had thrown off our garments to our fhirts, 
and bared our breafts for coolnefs fake; when there 
came a prodigious fiafh, or rather blaxe of light- 
ning, which flruck full againft the breaft of one of 
the young men oppofite to myfelf, and difcovered a 
bright gold medal banging down from his neck, with 
the figure of the fun engraved on it, furrounded 
with unknown charafters ; the very fame. in all ap- 
pearance I had feen my deceafed mother always wear 
about her neck, and fince her death I carried with 
nje for her fake. I afked the meaning of that me- 
dal, fince I had one about me, as it appeared of the 
very fame make. If the pophar had been flrucji: 
with lightning, he could not have been in a greater 
furprife thaa ne was at thefe words ; " you one of 
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tKefe medals !" faid he, " how in the name of won- 
der did you come hy it ?" I told him my mother 
wore it about htx neck from a little child, and with 
that pulled it out of my pocket. He fnatched it out 
of my hands with a prodigious eagemeis, and held it 
s^ainll the lightning perpetually flafbing in upon 
us. As foon as he faw it was the fame with the 
other, he cried out, *• great fun, what can thi» 
mean!" then aiked me again where I had it *, how 
my mother came by it *, who my mother was ; what 
age flae was of when ihe died. As foon as the vio-. 
lence of his extafy would give me leave, I told him 
my mother had it ever fince fhe v« as a little child ; 
that fhe was the adopted daughter of a noble mer- 
chant in CorHca, who had kft her all hi5 effe<5ls 
when my father married her : that ftie was married 
at thirteen, and I was then nineteen, and the fecond 
Ion, {6 that I gueifed fhe was towards forty when 
fhe died. *• It muH* be Jfipkena I" cried he, with 
the utmofl extafy, " it muft be fhe." Then he 
caught me in his arms, and faid, *' you are now 
really one of us, being the fon of my father's only 
furvivLng daughter, my dear Mer Jfipkens" whole 
re*nembrance made the tears run down the old man's 
cheeks very plentifully. " She was loft at Grand 
Cairo about the time you mention, together with a 
twin fifler, who I fear is never to be heard of." - 
Then I recollected I had heard my mother fay, fhe 
had been informed, the gentleman who adopted her 
for his daughter, had bought her when fhe was a 
little girl of a Turkifh woman of that placer ; that 
being charmed with the early figns of beauty in the 
child, and having no children, he adopted her for his 
own. •* Yes," faid the pophar, " it muft be fhe ; but 
what is become of the other fifter ? for" faid he, 
my dear fifter brought two at one unfortunate birth 
which coft her her life." I told him I never heard 
any thing of the other. Then he acquainted me 
H z that 
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that his fifter's huib^pd' was the perfon who coir- 
dudled the reft to vifit the tombs of their anceftors 
as he did now ; that the laft voyage he took, his 
wife, who out of her great fondnefs had teafed and 
importuned hirti fo much to go along with him, that' 
tho' it were contrary to their laws, he contrived to 
carry her difguifed in man's clothes like one of the- 
young men he chofe to accompany him iii the ex- 
pedition ; thatvftaying at Grand Cairo till the next 
ieafon for his return, ftie proved withr-child of twins; 
and to his unfpeakable grief, died in child-bed ; that 
when they carried her up to Thebes to be interred* 
with his anceftors, of which I fhould have a more 
exa(fl information by and by, they were obliged to 
kave the cKildren with a nurfe of the country, with 
ibme Egyptian fervants to take care of the houfe 
and effects ; but before they came back, the nurfe, 
with her accomplices, ran away with the children, 
and, as we fuppofed, murdered them ; rifl'd the houfe 
of all the jewels, and other valuable things, and 
were never heard of afterwards; But it feems they 
thought it more for their advantage to fell the chil- 
dren, as wc find they did by your mother •, but what- 
part of the world the other lifter is in, or whether ' 
ibe be at all, is known only to the great author of^ 
our being. However," continued he, " we rejoice 
ih finding thofe hopeful remains of your dear mo- 
ther, whofe refemblance you carry along with you ; 
it w^as that gave me fuch a^kindnefs for your per- 
ipn the firft time I faw you, with fomething, me 
thought, I had never obferved in any other race of 
people belide. But" faid he, " I deprive my com- 
panions and children here of the happinefs of em- 
bracing their own flelb and blood, lince we alL 
fprung from one common father, the author of our 
i^ation, with whom you arc going to be incorporated 
once more." Here we embraced one another with- 
a joy that is inexpreffible. Now all mj former fears* 

were- 
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were entirely vaniihed : tho' I had loft the country 
tirhere I was born, I had found another, of which I 
could no ways be aihamed, being the moft humane 
and civilized people I evtr faw, and by all my hopes, 
one of the nneft countries in the world *, the only 
check to my happinefs was, that they were infidels. 
How'ever, I was refolved not to let any conlidera-- 
tion blot out of my mind that I wa» a chriilian : 
on which account, when the pophar would have 
tied the medal about my neck, as a badge of my 
race, I had fome difficulty in that pointy for fear it 
ihould be .an emblem of idolatry,, leeing them to be 
extremely fuperflitious •, fo I afked him, w^hat wa» 
the meaning of the figure of the fun, with thofe un-f 
known charaders rpund about it : he told me the 
charad^ers were to be pronounced omahim, i. e. the 
fun is the author of our being, or mor literally, the 
fun is our father^ Om or ony %mfie$ the fun^ [thi» 
will be explained in another place*] ah figniites fa-« 
ther, im or mim, us* This made me remember they 
had told me in Egypt that they were children of the 
fun *, and gave me fome uneafinefs at their idolatrous 
XK>tions ; fb I t«ld him, I would keep it as a cogni- 
sance of my C9untry, but could not acknowledge any 
but God to be the fupreme author of my being. 
•' As to the fupreme author,'* faid he, " your opi- 
nion is little diferent from ours \^' but let us leave 
thefe religious matters till another time; we'll 
clofe this happy day with thankfgiving to the fu- 
preme being tor this difcovery •, to-morrow, iin'ce 
you are now really one of us, I ^ill acquaint you 
with our origin, and how we came to hide ourfelve* 
SB thefe inhofpitable defarts." - 



♦ There people ate fometlimg like the Chinelc, who worihrp' 
'»be material heaven oftiky, which fome miflioiiarics coidd thioit' 
compaiibie wtUi chriiliaaity^ 
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The reader is dejired not to cenfure or dip 
beiieve the following account of the ori» 
gin and tranf migration of thefe people^ 
till he hasperufed the learned remarks of 
Signor Rnedi^ 

: The next morning the pophar called me to him ;- 
— " fon," faid lie^ " to luml my promife which F 
made you lafl night, and that you may not be lilke 
the reft of tlie ignorant worlds who know not who 
their, forefathers and anceflors were : (i) whether 
they fprung from brutes or barbarians iaall alike 
tp them, provided they can but grovel on the earth 
as they do* You muft know therefore, as I fuppofe 
you remember what I told you at our firft ftation^ 
that we came originally from Egypt. When you 
aiked me how \ye ca:me to venture thro' thefe in- 
hofpitable defarts,. I told you it waa for- liberty and 
the prefervation of our laws ; but a& you are now 
found to be one of us, 1 defign to give you a mbre 
particular account of your origin.— ^ur ancef^pr^ 
did originally come from Egypt, once the happieft 
place i» the world : altho' the name of Egypt and 
Egyptians has been given to that country long linca 
we came put of it, the original name of it was Mez- 
;56ralm, (a) from the firft man that peopled it, the 
father of our nation,, and we call ourfelves^ Mezzo- 
ranians from him. We have a tradition delivered 
down to us from our firll anceftors ; that when the 
earth firft rofe out of the water,. (3) fix perfons, . 
three men and three women, rofe along with it,, 
either produced by. the fun, (4) or fent by the fu- 
txremQ' deity to inhabit it. That Msxxeraim ouu 
*^ firft 
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jfirft founder was one of thofe Rx ; who eircreafing* 
in number, made choice of the country fiow called 
Egypt, for the place of his habitation, where he- 
fettled with fixty of his children and grand children, 
allwkom he brought along with him, governing 
tiiem as a real father, and inftrufting them* to live 
with one another, as brothers of one and the fame^ 
family. (5)r. He was a peaceable man, abhorring 
the (bedding of blood, (6) which he faid would be 
punilhed by the fuprcme ruler of the world : ex- 
tremely given to the fearcb- of fciences, and contem- 
plation of the heavens. (7) It was he who was the- 
nrft inventor of all- our arts, and whatever was ufe- 
ful for the government of life, fprung from him,— 
the* his grandfon Tkaoth (8) rather excelled him, 
pai^ticularly in the mote fublime fciences^ Thus- 
OUT anceftors lived for four hundred years, encreaf- 
ing and" fpreading over all the land of Egypt, and* 
abounding witb- the bleffihgs of peace and know- 
ledge, without guile or deceit, neither doing or fear- 
ing harm fronv any, till the wicked defcendants of 
the other men, called Hickfoes, (9) envying their* 
happiiiefs and the richnefs of their country, broke 
in upon them like a torrent, deflroying all before- 
them, and taking poffeffion of that happy place our 
anceftors had rendered fo fiourifliing. The poor, 
innocent "Mezzoranians abhorring, as I faid, the 
fiiedding of blood,. and ignorant of all violence, were 
ilain like fheep all over the country ; their wives 
and daughters violated before their eye^ Thofe 
. their mercilefs enemy fpared, were made flaves to 
work and till the earth for their new lords. 

SxcR-^TARY. — Here the inquifitors interrupted 
him, and aflced him, whether he tl^ought it unlaw- 
ful in all cafes to rellfl force by force ; or whether 
the law of nature did not allow the Miezzoranians 
to refifl thofe cruel invaders even to the Ihedding of 
blood; ai alfo- to punifli public makfadors wkh- 

death 

. Digitized by CjOOQIC 



68 The MEMOIRS or 

death for the prefervation of the whole* There in- 
tent was, as thej are cautious of any new opinions^ 
to know whether he might not be a dogmatizer, and 
advance fome erroneous notions, either by holding 
that to be lawful which was not fo, or denying 
things to be lawful, which really may be allowable 
by the light of nature* 

Oaudkntio. — Doubtlefs they might lawfully 
have refilled, even to the ihedding of blood in that, 
cafe, as public criminals may be put to death. T 
only acquaint your reverences with the notions pe- 
culiar to thefe people. As for the punifhment of 
their criminals, your reverences will fee, when L 
come to their laws and culloms, that they have other 
ways and means of punifhing crimes as effedlual as: 
putting to death ; tho' living entirely within them-* 
felves, free from all mixture and commerce with 
other people;, they have preferved their puritive in- 
nocence in that refpeft to a very great degree. 

In qjj I s I T o R .-— Go on* 

Gaudentio.— The pophar continuing his rela-. 
tion, added; but what was mofl intolerable was,^ 
that thefe impious Hickfoes forced th^m to adore^ 
men, beaits, and even infe<5ts, as gods; nay, and fome 
to fee their children offered in facriiice to thofe in- 
human deities, (ip) This drea<^ul inimdation fell, 
at firft only on the lower parts of Egypt, which 
were then the moll fiourifliing : as many of the dif- 
trefTed inhabitants as could efcape their cruel hands, 
fied to the upper parts of the country, in hopes ta 
find there ibme little reipite from their misfortunes • 
but, alas ! what could they do ? They knew no ufe; 
of arms; neither would their laws fuffer them to- 
deftroy their own fpecies ; yet expcfted every hour 
to be devoured by their cruel enemies. The coun- 
try to which they were now retired was too fmalL 
for them, if they could have enjoyed it in peace. 
The heads of the families in fuch diftr^fs were di- 
vided 
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vid'ed in their councils, or rather they had no coun- 
cil to follow : fome of them fled into the neigh- 
bouring defarts, which you have feen are very dif- 
mal on both fides the upper part of that kingdom ; 
they were difperfed like a flock of fheep fcattered 
by the ravenous wolves. The conflernation was fo 
great, they were refolved to fly to the fartheft parts 
of the earthy^rather than fall into the hands of thofe 
inhuman monfters, Th« greateft part of thenar 
agreed to build Ihips, and try their fortunes by fca. 
Our great father, JkEezzorahn^ had taught them the 
art of making boats, (11) to crofs the branches of 
the great river [Nile;] which fome faid he had 
learned by being prefer\'ed in fuch a thing from a 
terrible flood', that overflowed all the land ;* which 
inftrument of their prefervation they fo improved 
afterwards, that they could crofs the leffer fea (12) 
without any difficulty. This being refolved on, thejr 
could not agree where to go ; fome being refolved 
to go by one fea, fome by the other. However they 
£et all hands to work, fb that in a year's^ time they 
had built a vaft number of vefTels, trying them back- 
wards and forwards along the coafls, mending what: 
was deficient, and improving what they imagined 
might be for their greater fecurity. They thought- 
now, or at leaft their eagernefs to avoid their ene- 
mies made them think, they could go with fafety all 
over the main fea. 

As our anceflors- had chiefly given themfelves to 
the ftudy of arts and fciences^ and the knowledge of 
nature, they were the moft capable of fuch enter- 
prifes of any people in the world. But the appre- 
nenfion of all tnat v/as miferable being juft freflfi 
before their eyes, quickened their induftry to fuch* 
a degree, as none, but men in the like circUmflancet. 

cait 

♦ In all appearance this mnft have been Nfah''i flood, which* 
'iis much Si^ntr Rhedi paiTcs over ia hU remariu.. 
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can Have a juil idea of. Moft of thefe men were 
thofe who had fled in crowds from lower Egypt. . 
The natural inhal^itants of the upper parts, tho' they 
w^re in a very great conflernation, and built ihips 
as faft as they could, yet their fears were not fo im- 
mediate, efpecially feeing the Hickfoes remained yet 
quiet in their new poffefiions. But news being 
brought them that the Hickfoes began to ftir again, 
more fwarms of their cruel brood ftill flocking into 
that rich country, they refolved now to delay the 
time no longer, but to commit themfelves, wive»i 
and children, with all that was mofl dear and pre- 
cious, to the mercy of that inconftant element, 
rather than trufl to the barbarity of tlteir own 
fpecies. They who came out of the lower Egypt^ 
were refolved to crofs the great fea, ^13) and witb 
immenfe labour were forced to carry tneir materraU 
partly by land, till the/ came to the outermoll 
branch of the Nile, fince their enemies coming over 
the Ifthmus^ tho' they hindered them from going^ 
out of their country by land, unleis by the defarts, 
yet had not taken pofTeffion of that part of the, 
country. 

It is needleis to recount their cries and lamenta*, 
lions at leaving their dear country. I fhall only 
tell you, that they ventured into the great fea, which 
they croffed, and never flopped till they came to 
another fea, ^14) on the fides of which they fixed 
their habitation, that they might go off again ia 
cafe they were purfued. This we learnt from the 
account of our anceftors, who met with fome of 
them that came to vifit the tombs of their deceafed 
parents, as we do : but it is an igimenfe time fince ^ 
we never heard any more of thenu The other < 

Sart, who were much the greater number, went 
own the lefTcr fea, (15) having built their fhips 
on that fea; they never flopped or touched on either 
fide^ till they came to a narrow part of it, Ci$> 

whick 
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xvKicIi led them into the vaft ocean ; there they turn- 
ed off to the left into the eaftem fea, (17) but whc- 
jcher thej were fwallowed up in the mercilef« abjfs, 
or carried into fome unknown regions, we cannot 
tell, for thej were never heard of more : only of 
late years we have Heard talk at Grand Cairo, of a 
yery numerous and civilized nation in the eaftem 
parts of the world, whofe laws and cuftoms have 
lome refemblance to ours ; but who and what they 
are, we cannot teU, £nce we have never met with 
^ny of them« 

Remarks of Signer Rhedi, 

(i) fFh hnvj tnt vfho their cnufton^ ftfr] It wooW cer- 
XaSeAj be a great fatisfaOion to pcrfeat to know from what race 
•f people, country, or &miiy they ^rang originally. This igno- 
-3^nce is owing chiefly to the barbari tramontani,* and other 
northern nations, who have from time to time over-mn the face 
of Europe ; leading a mixture of their fpawn in all parts of it, fo 
■ that no one knows whether he came originally from Scythia or 
Ada ; from a civilized nadon, or from the greateft brutes : and 
tho* wars and invafions have defVroyed or interchanged the in- 
habitants of moft countries, yet this man*s cbfervation is a juft 
cenfure of the negle£l of moft people, with rcfpcdk to their ge- 
nealogy and knowledge of their anccftors, where they have been 
fettled in a country for federal ages. But there are matters of 
greater moment in this man's relation, true or falfc, which lead 
Hs into fome curious remains of ancient hiftory. 

(a) Mex-oraimfrwrn thefrfl mnn^ ^c] The original name 
-of Egypt was Milraim ; from Mifrairo, Meforaim, or Mctforaim, 
SA the learned Boeiart explains it, lib^ 4. gcographia fa era b 
Mifraim. Momfieur Jn ftVs hiftory of the old teftament, chap, 
vi. and others. 

All ancient authors agree, that it was once the richeft and hap- 
picft country in the world ; flourilhing witb plenty, and even 
learnings before the patriarch j4braham\ time. There is a very 
remarkable fragment of Eupolemut^ an ancient heathen writer, 
taken from the Babylonian monuments, prefcrved by Eufgbius. 

lib. 

♦ Signor RheJi being an Italijin, one can't wonder he fpeaks 
,foconlimptibIy of the northern people i the lulians call them 
all barbari. 
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lib. 9. Preparati Evan. . The whole fragment in ow -moiher 
longuc fignifies, that according to the Babylonians, the firft wAs 
^eiuty the fame with Kronos or Saturn : from him came HatHy or 
Chamy the father of Chanaan^ brother to Mifraim^ father of the 
Egyptians. 

(5) The earth rofe out cfth nvater^ ^f.] This is an obfimr^ 
notion of Neah^s fiood, known to all nations, at leaft the eaftern^ 
us appears by the oldeft remains ; of which fee Boehart in that 
article, lib. i. the earth role out of the water, or the water funk 
from the earth. — ^Thefe people might miftake fomething of that 
undoubted and ancient tradition. But Mijraim could not be 
ignorant of the flood, his father Ham having been in the ark, 
■whether ignorance or other motives made his pofterity vary in 
the account i but it is evident the ancients had a notipn of the ge- 
neral deluge, as may eafiljr be proved by the remains of heatben 
authors bearing teftimony to the fcriptnre account of it. 

(4) Either produced by the fun y&c.'\ The ancient Egyptians 
thoilght men, as well as. infefts, were produced out of the (lime 
of the Nile by the beat of the fun, and caHed -themfelves Abori- 
gines, as feveral other nations did *, tho^ this wife man is inclined 
to think they were created by Gody as it is evident -and certain 
they were ; for fince we fee one fingle-infeft cannot be ^oduced 
without a caufe, it is nonfenfe, as well as impoffiblc, to imagine 
an infinite feriesof men and animals could be produced without 
a feparate caufe ; on which account atheifm is one of the moft 
fooliHi and abfurd notions in the world. 

(5) Herodotus tells us, the Egyptians pretended to be the firft 
inhabitants of the earth ; tho* the Ethiopians contended with them 
for antiquity. \ muil quote the words in latia, out of Lauremu 
ValW^ tranilation, becaufe 1 4iave him not in Greek,— 0«mmi«*« 
Hominum priores fe exit tijfe arbitrahantury-^kty efteemed them- 
felves, fays he, to have been the firll of all men. Herodot. lib. %. 
Euterpe. 

{6) Offejamefamljy ^c^ It is certain frorti Bocharty and 
other iearne 1 authors^ that the Egyptian government, as well 
as that of mod nations, was at firft patriarcl^al, till JNTVwrw/found- 
ed the firft kingdom or empire in the world; whofe example 
ethers followed according to their power. However, the patri- 
archal government was foon broke in upon in Egypt, fince they 
had kings \n,Abraham and Ifaac'*^ time, as we learn from the oW 
tcftament. Sec iJucAartVi^eographia facva. 

(7) Abhorring the Jhedding of bloody &€."] The celebrated 
biihop of Meaux, in the third pan of his univerfal hiftory, gives 
a. wonderful defcription of the jnftice and piety of the firft Egyp- 
tians, who had fuch a horror of fhcdding men's blood, that they 
punished their criminals after they were dead ; which was as 
much In ternrem^ coniidering their fsiperftiuous Tevcrcnce f9r 
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tbeir decca&d friends .and parent^, as if they "had been punithed 
■when alive. The rcafon ^hy the ancient moral heathens ab- 
horred the (hedding of blood, might be on account that Noab''% 
fons living before the deluge, knew the wickedneTs of the world 
was the canfe of that dreadful judgment : and (hedding of blood 
being the firll crime punhhcd by God, they might take warning 
by fuch terrible examples, tho* their impiety, in fome nations, 
fbon obfcured this innate light of nature : particularly, the de- 
fcendants of Hanty all but tinsMifraim, who, with his family, by 
all accounts firft peopled Egypt, and they were noted for juftice 
and knowledge. It will be made evident in the fubfequent re- 
marks, that thefc Hickfoes were the defccndants of wicked Cho' 
naem or Cujb^ who deftroyed the peaceable flate of t4ie firft Egyp- 
tians, and introduced Idolatry among them, which made great 
numbers of them fly into other parts of the world to fave them- 
felves. 

(7) Extnwulj given to thtfearch offciences^ Qfc ] The fame 
learned bifhop of Meaux, and other hiftorians, allure us, it is a 
thing well known to all the learned, that arts and fcicnccs were 
brought to very great pcrfeflion in the earliell times in Egypt. 
Mejet was inftruiSted in the fciences of the Egyptians. TriptoU- 
musy the founder of agriculture, came out of Egypt ; BacchuSy the 
inventor of wine, according to the ancients, came out of Egypt, 
©r Lybia, wliich borders upon it ; th'o' it was firft learned from 
fJoah : Fythagorasy and other learned men, went into Egypt to 
be inftrufted by the priefts, STr. HeroAotus fays the fame himfelf. 

(8) His grandfoH Tka-Qth."] This Tha-othy the famous philo- 
fbpher of the Egyptians, was before Mercuryy or TriJmegiftuSj 
tho* fome take him to be the fame. All allow him to be ex- 
tremely ancient, but cannot fix the time when he lived. Hifto- 
rians murder his name at a ftrange rate : Bociart calls him Ta" 
antusy lib.* a. chap. cxxL Clemens Alex. lib. 6. Strom, fays, he 
•wrote 4z books of aftrology, geography, phyfic, policy, tlieo- 
4ogy, reUgion and government. JoJ'eph Ben Corian de Di%'tfiont 
"Gentium calls him Tutis \ fome call Wm Themty others TVw/, Taut^ 
TBotby @>V. but according to this roan, his name was Tbaotb, 
It is undoubted, however, that he was the great mafter of the 
Egyptians ; but derived hif learning froiii Noaby-who might have 
the knowledge of arts and fciences from the antediluvian world, 
or from the columns of Setb, wliich Jofephus lays, contain the 
principles of aftrology, and were ered^ed before the Aood by the 
■nephews of Setl\ one of which columns, as he fays, remaincfl 
in Syria in his time. Jofeph. lib. ^. aq. c. 2. 

(9) Called Hickfoes y #<•.] The fame JofephtSy lib. 1, contra 
Appian, fays, that Hickfoes, or Hydoe?', an old Egyptian worE 
•fit^nifics. King Shepherds, or King of Beafts, given them by 
the natWc Egyptiaas, as a name of difgracc and contempt.— 

1 It 
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It is out of all controvcrfy, that there was a great revolution \ti 
Egypt about four hnndrcd years after the flood, or a little before 
'uibraham\ time. Menfieu/ du Pin makes the time from the flood 
to AbrakanC^ birth three hundred and fifty years, and about four 
hundred to his being called by God. It is certain alfo, there 
were kings in Egypt in Ahraham\ time : It is probable thefe 
kings were the Hickfoe?, or King Shcpherdp, who altered the 
government of the ancient Egyptians, and continued about five 
kings reigns : for when the patriarch 'Jojeph called his father and 
brethren into Egypt, he bid them aik the land of Goflien to in- 
habit; becaufe,faid he, all Shepherds are au abomination to the 
Egyptians: by which it appears, the Shepherds were lately driven 
out. In all likelihood tney were thefe kings who introduced 
idolatry and the adoration of brute bcafta among the JEgyptiani?, 
for which reafon they called thctti in derifion. King Shepherds, 
or King Beaftt.^The great Boebart, ia his Phaleg, looks, upon 
this revolution in Egypt to have been before Abraham's time, and 
ft) far from being a fidlion, that he fays in exprefs words, Cajlucox 
^ Caftloraos (whom he proves to be the people of Cokhos, for 
all it is fo far from Egypt) ex Egypto tnigrajfe certmn eft anft 
Ahrahami tempora : it is certain, fays he, that the Cafluci and Cap* 
thoraei weut out cf Egypt before Abraham'^ time. Bochari Pbale^f 
lib. 4. c. 31. Herodotus in Euterpe fays, that the people of Col- 
chos were originally Egyptians; tho' fome fay, they went back 
fome ages after, and fettled in Paleftine, and were after called 
that Philiftines. 

(10) Their children offered a facrifice to thofe inhuwun deities \ 
Thefe Hickfoes being in all appearance the dcfcendants of wicked 
Chai9aan or Cnjhy were fo abominablyira pious, as to facrifice hu* 
man vi£tim^and children to their falfe Gods; and even were the 
firft authors of all impiety and idolatry. * 

(11) The art of making beats, ^c] 'Tis highly probable the 
Egyptians bad the knowledge of fhipping long before the Greeks^ 
whofe fineft (hip was Arg^., built by Jafon^ to fetch the golden 
fleece from Colcho?. The firft notion of Shipping was undoubt- 
edly taken from the ark. The Egyptians were necefllitated to 
make ufe of boats, by reafon of the annual overflowing of the 
river Nile, and to pafs the diflrerent branches into which that fa* 
Ihqous river divides itfelf in the lower Egypt. The Sidonianp, 
iwhom Bocbart proves to be the defcendants of Chcnaan, had the 
iife of (hipping, as he alio proves, before the children of Ifracl 
departed out of Egypt. 

(12) Tie iejcrffa.'] Egypt ift bounded on the one fide by the 
end of the Mediterranean ; on the other fide by the Rcd-fea, di- 
viding it from Arabia ; this he calls the le(rer lea, as being much 
narrower than the Mediterranean. 

413) This grcai fca, as diftipguiflicd from |jp6 lef», moft be 

the 
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the Mediterranean. Thofe who fled by that fct, nvuft be thoff 
who went to Colchos; they could not go by land over the Iftmus, 
bccaufe the Hickfoes poured in Upon them that way : we muft 
not fuppofe they went all the way by fea to Cokhos, quite round 
by the ftreights of Hellcrpont; they mult crofs the end of the 
Mediterranean, and went by land the fhotteft way they could, till 
ihey came to the borders of the Euxine-fea. It is almoft incre- 
dible men fliould go fo far to feck an habitation. But Bocbart 
lays, it is certain the people of Colcbos came out of Egypt; they 
muft therefore have been drove out by fomc terrible encmiea. 
Vpu will fay, why may not this firft revolution in Egypt, which 
Bectart fpeaks of, have been made by the great Samr^misyWlfc 
to Nimu the fon- of NimroJP It is anfv/ered in the firft place, 
becnui'c JtfipbMs calls the firft invaders of Egypt, Kj»^ Shepherdj^ 
which cannot agree with the great heroine Srmiramii. Secondly, 
becaufe it is not credible, notwithftanding the contrary opinion of 
moft hiftorians^ that Ninus^ the ha(band of Setniramis^ could not 
be fo early as they make Iiim to.be, /. e. the fon ofNimrOii^ but 
ibme other Ninus long after him ; for rfw' Semirtwut conquered 
Egypt, and afterwards loft her army againft the Ethiopians, thir 
<Sould not be foon after the flood, becaufe hiftorians deicribc that 
army to confift of three hundred- thoufand men, inftru^ed in 
difcipline after a military manner, armed with warlike chariots, 
t^c as were the iEthiopians ag.ainft her, and evei^ fupcrior to 
licr; I lay, it is not credible fucli great armies could be raiied 
lb foon aftei* the flood, if (he was daughter-in-law to isfiinrody the 
great hunter, who was the fon of Cujb^ and the great grandlba 
to N9ah, 

(14) Jnttherfea^ i. e, Thp Euxinc fea. 

(15) The IeJP:rJea;\ i.e. The Red- fea. There were feveral 
9ther revol^tions in Egypt, as, by the iEthiopians after Semiro' 
mis was conquered ; who were expelled agam, either by the great 
Sef^ris^ of whom Herodotus relates fuch famous exploits, or a 
Httlc before by his predeceflbr. The Chanaanites alfo, who were 
driven out of Paleftine by yojbuay conquered part of it, as we 
fhall fee afterwardj«. Long after that, it wa^ fubdaed by Nehth' 
€hodomfory who deftroyed tlie renowned city pf Thebes with her 
hundred gates. Bocbart in Ninvoe, Then the Perfians, under 
Camhyfes the fon of Cyrus the Great. In fine, the Romans made 
a province of itin Augufius\ Time. Steaba fays of that famous 
city of Thebes, at prefent, fays he, it i& but a poor village. 

jitque vetus Thebe centum jacet ehruta portis. 

Jutcn Sat 15- 

{\6) They came to a narro'txj part of ity (Sfc.] This muft be 

Ae ftreighuof Babclmandel,%hich let them into the vaft eaftera 

ocean. " . 

( r 7) TbejmrneJ tf ta the left^ (^c.l It is likely„that colony 

^^ I % was 
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was carried to China; for let what will come of this manV re- 
lation*, there are very ftrong reafonsto believe, that theChidefc, 
ootwiihftanding the vaft ditlancc from Egypt, came originally 
^ from that country, about the time of the invafion of the King 
' Shepherds, which was before yacob and his fons went into the 
land of E^pt : for whoever compares the account given by the 
learned biihop of Meaux, in die third p?rt of his univerfal hiftory, 
of the lives and manners of the firft Egyptians with thofe of the 
Chincfe, will find them to agree in a great many points : as ii\y 
their boafted antiquity— id, their fo early knowledge of ^rts and 
fcicnccs — 3d, their veneration for karned men, who have the 
preference before others — 4th, their policy — 5th, their unac- 
countable fupcrftition for their deceafed parents — 6th, their an- 
imal vifitmg the family of their anccftors — 7th, their peaceable 
difpofitions— 8th, their religious worfhip. As for this.lait, it is 
well kntwn, the firft Egyptians worlhipped the fun, long before 
the gods ^/vs, Tfiiy and knuBis were introduced among them hy, 
their idolatrous invaders. And the Chinefc,to this day, worlhip 
the material heaven, as is fecn in the condemnation of the jefuits^ 
by Clem* XI : laftly, the ufe of pyramids in China, which were 
like ancient idols among the Chinefe. See the accouat of them* 
in MoreriX The only difficulty is to know how they got from. 
Kgypt to China, which is not fi^-infupportable as people may ima- 
gine. It is certain, the Egyptians, as hath bfeen remarked, had 
a very earjy knowledge of navigation. It Ts certain alfo, that 
in thofe Imrbarou's invnCons, the invaders of kingdoms almoft 
deftroyed all before them. Since we find therefore in the moft 
ancient hiftories, that there was a moft terrible revolutioa in 
EgyP^j about that time mftde by the people, whofe ctiftoms the 
Egyptians had in abomination, the Chbiefe mFght feck their for- 
tune by fea, and might be carried beyond thePerfian gulph, tlH 
they came to CocHn China, from whence they might get into 
the main continent, and fo people that vaft empire, preferving 
their ancient laws and cuftoms inviolable. So that whatever 
becomes of this man^s i;elation, 'tis extremely probable the Chi-- 
nefe came firft from Egypt, 
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Continuation of the Memoirs. 

• JL H E father of our nation, lioce we feparated 
ourfelves from the reft of the world, who was prieft 
of the fun at No-om, (i ) called afterward* by thofe 
joiifcreants No-Ammon, (2) becaufe of the temple 
•of Hammm^ was not ailefep in this general con^ler- 
nation ; but did not as yet think they would come up 
"fio high into the laiid. However, he thought proper 
to look out for a place to fecure himfelf and fa- 
*nily, in cafe of need. ; He was the defcendant, in a 
sdired line, from. the grefit Tka-oth ; and was perfe<5^- 
ly verfed in all the learned fciences of his anceftory. 
He guefled there muft certainl^r be fome habiuble 
country beyond thefe dreadful fands that furrounded 
Aim, if he could but find a way to it, where he might 
ifecure himfeif and family^ at leafl till thofe troubles 
'Were over; for he did not at that time think of lear- 
ning his native country for good and all : but like a 
•true father of his pfeople, which the name of pophar 
-implies, he was refolved to venture hi» own life, ra- 
ther, than expofe his whole family to be loft in thofe 
.difmal defarts. He had five fons asd five daughters, 
married to as many fons and daughters of his de- 
. ceafed brodier : (3) his two eldeft fona had even 
grand .children, but his two youngeft fons as then 
had no children- He left the government and care 
rof all to his eldeft fon^ in cafe he &ould' mifcarry, 
and took his two youngeft. fons, who mif ht beft \p 
fpared, along with him. Having provided tKem- 
f'elves with water for ten days, with bread and dned 
fruits, juft' enough to fubfift on, he was refolved to 
try fijVe days journey end-ways thro' thofe fands ; 
aud if he few no hopes of making a difcovery \rt 
I 5 that 
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that tinie, to return again before his provifions were 
ipent,and then try the fame method towards another 
quarter. In ihort, he fet put with all fecrecy, and 
pointing his courfe direftly wellward, the better to 
guide himfelf, he came to the firil grove that we 
arrived at, in a little more time than we toot up iit 
coming thither. Having now time enough before 
him, and feeing there was water and fruits in abun*- 
dance, he examined the extent of that delicious vale: 
he found there was room enough, to maintain a great 
many thoufands in cafe they Ihould increafe, and be 
forced to ftay there fome generations, as in efFeft 
they did. After this they laid in provifions as be- 
fore, with dates and fruits of the natural produce of 
the earth, finer than ever were feen in Egypt, to 
encourage them in their tranfmigration,. and fo fet 
out again far his native country. 

The time prefixed for his return was elapfed by^ 
his ftay in viewing the country, fo that his people^ 
had entirely given nin^ for loft : but the joy for ni» 
unexp^fted return, with the promifing hopes of fuck 
a fare and happy retreat, made them unanimouily 
^refolve to follow him. Wherefore, on the firft. 
news of the Hickfoes being in motion again, they 
packed up ■all^thcir efFe<fts and provifions as pri- 
vately as they'could, but particularly all the mo- 
numents of arts and fciences left by their anceftors,. 
with 'notes and obfervations of every part of their 
dear country, which they were^ going to leave, bt^t. 
hoped to fee again when the ftorm was over. They 
arrived without any confiderable difafter, and re- 
folved only to live in tents till they could return 
jpito their native country. 

As they increafed in number, they defcended fur- 
ther into the vale, which there began to ipread it- 
felf different ways, and provided them with all ne- 
cefl'aries and conveniencies of life ; fo .that they 
lived in the happieft banilhment they could wiA, 

but 
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but never flirrcd out of that vale for feveral yeart 
for fear of difcoverj. The pophar finding himfelf 
grow old (having attained aliQoft to two hundred 
years of age,) and being hale and ftrong (4) for 
his years, refolved to vifit his nati^-ie country once 
more before he died, and learn what news he could 
for the common intereft *, fo he and two more dif- 
guifed themfelves and repaffed the defarts again.-* 
They juft ventured at firll into the borders of the 
country ; but, alas I when he came there, he found 
all the country over-run by thofe barbarous Hick- 
foes. All the poor remains of the Mezzoranians^ 
were made Haves ; and thefe barbarians had begun 
to build habitations, and eftabliih themfelves, as if 
they defigned never more to depart the cou«ry.-— 
The had made No-om one of their chief towns, (5) 
where they eredled a temple to their Ram God, (6) 
calling it No-Hammon ; (7) with fuch inhuman, 
laws and cruelties, (8) as drew a flood of tears from 
his aged eyes. However^ being a wife man, and of 
great foijefight,' he eafily imagined by their tyran- 
nical way of living, they could not laft lo»g in that 
-ilate without fome new revolution. When he had 
made what obfervations he could, and had vifited 
the tombs of his forefathers, he returned to the vale,, 
and died in that place where you £iw the pyramid 
built to his memory. 

Not many generations after, according as.he had 
forefeen, the natives being made defperate by the ty- 
tannical oppreffions of the Hickfoes, were forced 
to break in upon their primitive laws, which forbad 
them Ihedding of blood ; made a general infurrec- 
tion, and caking in their neighbours round abou;:, 
fell upon the Hickfoes when they leail expecfled it, 
and drove them out of the country. They w ere 
headed by a brave man of a mixed race, his mother 
being a beautiful Mezzoranian, and his father a Sa* 
, bean. (9) After this young con(][ueror had driveft 

out 
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out the Hickfoes, he cilabli&ed a new form of go-^ 
vernment, making himfelf king over his brethren^. 
but-not after the tyrannical manner of the Hickfoes,. 
and grew very powerful. 

Our anceftors fent perfons from time to time to 
inform themfclves how matters went. They found 
the kingdom in a flourifhing concHtion indeed, un- 
der the (ionquering 5<j^, ^lo) for fo he was called. 
He and his fucceuors haa made it one of the moft 
powerful kingdoms of the earth; but the IdLVfi were 
dilEerent from what they had been in the time of our 
anceftors, or even from thofe the great So/s had ef- 
tablifhed. Some of his fucceffors began tp be very 
tyrannical ; they made Haves of their brothers,, and" 
invented a new religion ; fome adoring the fun, fome 
the gods bf Ab Hickibes, fothat our anceflors, 
tho' they might have returned again, as they could 
not think of altering their laws, thofe rather to con- 
trnue ftill unknown in that vale under their patri- 
archal government. . Nevertheleis, in procefs of 
time they encreafed fo much, that 'the country waf 
not capable of maintaining them, fo fhat they had 
been obliged to return had not another revolution 
in Egypt forced thgm to feek out a new habitation. 
This change v/as made by a race of people called' 
Cnanim, (ii) ^s wicked and barbarous in efte<5l, 
but more politic than the Hickfoes ; tho' fome faid 
originally* they were the fame people, who bieing 
driven out of- their own country, by others more 
powerful than ihemfelves» came pouring in, not only^ 
over all the land of Mezreaim, but ail along the 
coaft of both feas, deftroying all before them, witiu 
greater abominations than the Hickibes had ever 
been guilty of; a faithlefs and moft perfidies race* 
of men that corrupted the innocent manners (I2) of 
the whole earth. Here our fore-fathers were in the- 
moll dreadful confternaiion imaginable. There was' 
now no profpeA of ever returning into their ancienf 
' country i 
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country : they were furrounded with defarts on all 
^des : the place they were in began to be too nar- 
row for fo many thoafands as they were encreafe^ 
to-, nay, they did not know but the wicked Cnanim, 
the boldeft and moft enterprising nation under the 
fun (13) might find them out feme time or other. 
—Being in this diflrefs, they refolved to feek out a 
new habitation"; and to this end they compared ail 
tlic notes and obfervations on the heavens, the courfe 
of the fun, the feafons and nature of the climate, 
and whatever elfe might dire^ them what courfe to 
fleer. They did not doubt but that there niight be- 
fome habitable countries in the midft of thole vafl 
defarts, perhaps as delicious as the vale they lived 
in, if they could but come at them. They fent out 
fome perfons to make ^fcoveries, but without fuc- 
cefs: the fanck were too vafl fo travel over without 
ivater, and they could find no fprings nor rivers. At 
length the moil fagacious of them began to reflect, 
that the annual overflowing of the great river Nile, 
whofe hesd could never be found out, mufl proceed 
from fome prodigious rains which fell fomewhere 
fouthward of them about that time of the year j 
•which rains, if they could but luckily time and meet 
with, might not only fupply them wiih water, but 
alfo render the country fertile v/here they fell. 

Accordingly the chief pophar,"af!ifled with fome 
of the wifeft men, generoufly refolved to run all 
rifques to fave his people. They computed the ex- 
ad feafon when the Nile overflbwed, and allowed 
for the time the waters mufl take in coming down 
fo far as J-gypt. They thought therefore, if they 
could but carry water enough to fupply them till 
they met with thefe rains, they would help them to 
go on further. At length five of them fet out with 
ten dromedaries, carrying as much water and provi-. 
fions as might ferve them for fifteen days to bring 
them back a^ain ia cafe there were no hopes. They 

fleercA 
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jfteered their courfe a» we did, tho' not quite fo ex- 
a(fl the firft time, till they came to the place where 
we are now. Here, as their obfervations tell us (4) 
they found a little rivulet, which is line© fwallowed 
iip by the fands ; they filled their veffels, and went 
up to pbferve as we aid ; but feeing the ligns of the 
great hurricanes, that which was our greateft encou- 
tagement, had like tahave driven them into defpair ; 
for the pophar knowing the danger of being over* 
whelmed in the lands, thought of nothing but fly- 
ing back as faft as he could, fearing to be fwallow- 
ed up in thofe ftifling whirlpools. This apprehen- 
fion made him ky afide all thoughts of proceeding 
towards that climate ; and now his chief care wai 
tow to get back again with fafety for himfelf and 
his people, fiut finding all continue tolerably fe- 
tene where they were, they made a halt in order to 
VKike fome further obl&rvations. In the mean time« 
they reflefted that thofe hurricanes mull be fore- 
runners of terapefts and rain ■, then they reipembered 
that no rain> or what was very inconfiderable, ever 
fell in Egypt, (15) or for a great way fouth of it» 
till they came within the tropics ; fo they concluded 
that the rains mull run parallel with the equator,, 
both under it, and for fome breadth on both fidev 
till they met the rife of the rive Nile, and ther«- 
caufed thofe vail inundatioHs^that were fo hard to 
be accounted for by other people: that in fine, thole 
rains m\i£t continue a con^fiderable while, and pro* 
bably, tho' beginning with tempefts, might continue 
in fettled rain capable of being paffed tnro* r then 
he had firft refolved to venture bafck again to the firH 
vale ; but being a man of great prudence, he pre- 
lently confidered, that as he could not proceed on 
his way without rains^ fo he could not come back 
again but by the fame help, which coming only a| 
one feafon, muft take up a whole year before hat 
could return. However> he was refolved to venture 
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<ni, not boubting if he could but find a Habitable 
country, he fliould alio find fruits enough to fubiift 
on, till the next feafon : therefore, he ordered two 
of his companions to return the fame way they came 
to tell his people not to expert him till the next 
year, if providence fliould bring Vini back again : 
but if he did not return by the time of the over- 
flowing of the Nile, or thereabouts, then they might 
give him over for loft, and muft never attempt that 
-way any more. They took their leave of one ano- 
ther, as if it were the laft adieu, and fet out at the 
fame time ; two of them for their home in the firft 
vale, and the other three for thofe unknown regions, 
laeing deftitute of all other helps but that of a cou- 
rageous mind. The three came back to this place, 
where it thundered and ligrhtened as it does now : 
but the pephar obferved it llill tended fide- ways, and 
guefled, when the firft violence was over, the rains 
might be more fettled. , The next day it fell out as 
he forefaw ; as foon as he perceived that, he recom- 
snended himfelf to the great author of our being, 
and launched boldly out into that vaft ocean of fands 
and rain, fteering his courfe fouthweft, rather in^ 
clining towards the fouth. They went as far as the 
heavy fands and rains^would let them, till their dro- 
medaries could hardly go any further : then they 
pitched their tents and refrefhed themfelves juft 
enough to undergo new labour, well knowing all 
their lives depended on their expedition. They ob- 
jferved the fands to be of a different kind from what 
they had been hitherto, fo fine, that any guft of wind 
muft overwhelm man and beaft, only the rains had 
clogged and laid them. 

Not to prolong your expeftation too much, thus 
they went on for ten days, till the rains began to 
abate, then they faw their lives or deaths would fooh 
be determined. The eleventh day the ground began 
to. grov/ harder in patches, with heie and there u 
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little mofs on tke furface, and now and then a fma}^ 
withered ihrub. This revived their hopes, that they 
fiiould find good land in a ihort time, and in effe^ 
the foil changed for the better every ftep they took ; 
and now they began to fee little hills covered with 
grafs, and the valleys fink down as if there might 
be brooks and rivers. The twelfth and thirteenth 
days cleared all their doubts, and brought them into 
a country, which tho* not very fertile, had both wa- 
ter and fruits, with a hopeful i^ofpeft further on of 
hills and dales, all habitable and ttourifliing. Here 
they fell proftrate on the earth, adoring the creator 
of all things, who had conduced them lafe thro' 
fo many dangers, and kifling the ground which v/a» 
to be their common nurfe, for them, and, as they 
hoped, for all their pofterity. When they had re- 
poled themfeives for fome days, they proceeded fur- 
ther into the country, which they round to mend 
upon them the more they advanced into it. They 
l^new they were not to return till next year, fo they 
fought the proper eft place for their habitation. 
They fet up marks at every moderate diftance not to 
lofe their way back again. They made for the high- 
eft hills they could fee, from whence they perceived 
an immenfe and delicious country every way ; but 
to their greater fatisfadion, no inhabitants. They 
wandered thus at pleafure thro* thofe natural gar- 
dens, where there was a perpetual fpring in fome 
kinds of the produce of the earth, and the ripenefs 
of autumn with the moft exquifite fruits in others. 
—They kept the moft exa<fl obfervations polfible, 
which ever way they went: there were not only 
fprings and fountains in abundance, but as they 
guefled, for they kept the higher ground, the head^ 
of greats rivers and lakes, fome of which they faw, 
till they were fatisfied there was room enough for 
vhole nations without any danger, as they could 
fiadi of being difturbed. By tieir obitrvation of 
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4he fun, thejr were nifhcr the equator than they had 
imagined, (i6) fo that they there pafled the mid- 
dle fpace between the tropic and tne line. Being 
tome back to their firh ftation, they there waited 
the proper &afon for their return. The rains came 
ibmething foon^ than the year before, becaufe they 
were further weftward. The hurricanes were no- 
thing Uke what they were in the val^ fands. As 
ibon as they began to fix in fettled rains, they fet 
out again as before, and in twenty days time, from 
•their laft fetting out, happily arrived at the place 
where they left their dear friends and relations* 
whofe joy for their fafe and happy arrival was 
greater than I can pretend to defcribe. 

Thus this immortal hero accomplished his ffrett 
undertaking, fo much more' glorious than aU the 
vi^ories ot the greateft conquerors, as it was pro* 
je<5ied, formed acid executed by iiis own wifdom and 
courage-; not by ezpoiing ami facrrHcing the lives 
of thoufands of his fubjedl, perhaps gr^eater men 
than himfelf, but by expoiing bis own life ibr th& 
fafety of thofe tJiat depended on blab 



Remarks of Signoi: Rlied^ 

fi) Ptf^ cfNo-trnJ] N<M>m^'or No^n> fignifiw Mczzora-' 
«MUi, or IQ the old Egyptian language, the houfc of the fun.— « 
Their words are made up of monofy liable s, put together like the 
ChiiiefiB, which "is smother reafon why the Chincfe ought to be 
looked upoii-a»a colony of the Egyptians. Fide thcTcmaiks of the 
foregoing part of this relation. The patriarch ^^b^/i^ married the 
daughter of theprieit ^fOn; which fevcral learned men fay, is 
tKc iaroe with Heliopolis, or city of the f^n. tjomNt^ cames the 
Bgyptian Nmcr^ or dlvifions w the country, which the great .i?>- 
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^^tarty m Vw PhaUg, (kp is an Bgyplian, not a Gi«ck w«rd, tW 
p;gMj?; i* Creek. . Bfclort^ UU 4- «• a4* Hcn^; very likcl j 
came the Nomades and Numidae, fi»in tfer wan^e^'tni »nd 6rcT 
cpeatly changAoe^ tUeir habitation, or name^*, t^e firft ^d xqqI^ 
•neient of alrnations lived thus. 

(ft) Caikd it ^t^ktmnt No-JfammoM^] That 1% the honfe 09 tem- 
ple ofJift^ or Hammp^i or CAbwim* or C/wai, as Bpcbawt vaiiet 
U. This Ham was the T^TimJ*Jiitt,ry and in thi$ place was a£> 
terwards lituat^ the great city of TUcljcs, as h^ been rl^crv^ 
Isefore; called by the Creeps, i>ioiJM>hs, or, tl>e City oi JuptteK, 
Ctahmf, who was of ThcbcR, ro Pilefthie, bemg driven oilt from 
^epce i^y 7^m, ^ilt it, bnt was drtvien out from it, and forced 
%o retire U> Tyre, from wh^i*?c he €oi^d«4^ed a CQ\$>cy of tTyrianjp, 
«r banidied Chanaanites, into Beotia,wbere bntiuik Thebes alio, 
•r rather the dtadel of TPhcbcs, <»^Ucd Cadmcia. fti ^oflart^ 
hkCaJums and/f«rmf««r; ^hich taft, the fame ^nthor ^ys,came 
originally from ^^ttntHtrmos,inPaIf(l)n«; and as that word 
in & Chanaaneiin l^vna9«;fi^9i^s a fexpent, from hence arofe 
the fable of the fcjcp«»t*8 teeth tornii^ into rptn. Tht t^emflciof 
yupiter'jitnmwy or Hatntmrn^ in AjGrica, was qqiI^ by t^ C^ha- 
narii, who fpread them fclvcs from Egypt into l^ybia. 

(3) It is certain that the ancients, particularly the Eaftern na- 
^Qs, married thftir nigh relations as well as the Jews, to keep 
up their names or tribes : bnt ^% don*t find in k^ry that they 
iftarricd their own lifters, till the Per(ian kings, who w^re,-«y>;|- 
^emned-for it by the Greeks. The Egyptians, nnder th^ ftik^ 
miesy followed that barbarous cuftom, tho^ they began with P/#- 
lemj LaffUy one of the captains of AUxandir ; the Yncft^« in 
America did the fame, not to propbane their blood, as they faid» 
with other mixtures. 

(4) HaU andftrong^ ^f.] The rcgiilar lives of the firft Egyp- 
tians, and of theft p€oiJle dcIccndeHiroiirt"hein •, together with ' 
the climate, their diet of fruits and liquors, their exemption from 
violent pafiions, witliout being corrupted by the fpurious fpawn 
of other nations, and the like, might contribute very much to tlie 
length of their lives, and ftrength proportjona^ly. T^eWacrobii, 
cr Long Livers, a people of iflthiopia, and a colony of the ancient 
Egyptians, lived to a vaft age, and were called Macrobii from 
tbeir long lives. 'S^ Memdoinf of the i^fhiopians, antf what ne 
f^ys of their ftrqagth in the how they font to Camfyfisy when be* ' 
1^ denonoccd war agaioft them ; (ilying, that wken he conld 
bend that bow, he might make war againft them ; whidi bow^ 
only SmerJisyCamhyJis'% brother, ccarld bend; 9itd fbr that reafoa 
was afterwards put to death by his brother, out of ^Mry. 

(5) j^ tovm ofN^'OtHy Qfr.3 It fecnvs Thebes, tho^ afterwards* 
\ a prodigiottftcity, was thai hot the head ^ the ntoie of that. 
VafaJQoily. 

<6) rhmr 
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(6) Tberr 'Ram God^ ^r.J Jipiter Hammon^ whom Bwharf 
ffWct to have bfeen Bam or Chamy the Ion of ^aii, was rcpra- 
fertcd With a ratn*8 hbad, which wa« held in fach abomioatioi» 
fcy the firft Egyptiaoe, trom whence they caUcd ihofc firft in- " 
iradtrs Hickfocs. 

(7) No-Ha^tmon^ The hotrfe of the Ram God. 

(ft) InhkmoM Laws^ ^c^ It is likely ht ttitssias: Bujyridis JfMJ:^ . 
tb infaffioxis in antiquity ; of the crufil BufyriSy who facrificed his 
guefts. Tho* hifforians don't agree about the time when Bufjrh 
fived, which (hews he was v*ry ancient, yet all agree he was a 
itioftftcr of cruelty, and became a proverb on that account. 
This was a very natural reafon for the Egyptians to difperfe 
tHbmf^Vves into ^o tfiany colonies, as they did to avoid fucb 
erdeftie<?. 

(5) A SahtfoM'y Thefe Sab^ans were the defcendants ofromc 
«T the Tons of Cht^:^ or Ckufs^ a very tall race of men, g^at n»- 
Y^tofs, and more polite than, the other ArabiaaB. B^chart m 
SfiaJiliffCtntj where he quotes a pafTagc out of A^harcides qf 
tte handfeitnefs of tfie Sabsans, 

^an tiher mau*^ 

(16] 7he conquering 5fl/}.} This muft be the gFfat ^fifiris «r 
S^opSy of whom the learned biihop of Meanx, as alfo HeroJttur^ 
iay iuch glorions things. l'ht>' authors don't fay predfely when 
iie fived, all aduiowUdge him to have flosriihed in thfr carHcIt 
times. Hef extended his conqueR« over the greateft part of tHe 
Baft, an4 aknoft over the l^nown world,- at foiaeiay : whdre ius 
enemies wete cowardly^ and made no rcfida&ce^ he fet up (U-^ 
tttes of them rcfemblia^ women. Htrodot, lib. a. Mutitp^ Monfi, 
it MeamMy Par. 3. Hift. UoL This greaf coo<|iieror'4 name 19 
very much varied by %nthort» 

(11) Coiled CnoMimy or Chanam,\ Thefe in all apfxaiaace wtT« 
the ^frickcd Chananeai^, who befig to be doftroyedt and beia^ 
((riven out of Chanaaikby J«/&M) difperfed tliemfelve^ and ia- 
Ta<ied the createft part of the countries round about them. So-^ 
charty b Cl&inaan, proves aimoft demonftrabiyi that they dil'-' 
f^&rled themferves over all the tflaads and fea-ports of EUeope^ 
Afia, aad Africa. In his preface he cfuotes a mod cuttouspaf-- 
fiige oat of frocffpiui ieBelto Fandatte^y of a pillar that was found 
in Africa^ with a Phenickm or ChaaasicaA infcnptioa, which' 
ugnifiesv ^ 

" PiTe mre^thofenokt fiei from tkt fM4 ef JiftUy 9t Jojbud ft^e 
ropery titfiet pfNavei** 

Eufebiuty in CJhronico, has much the fame % and St. A»g^Jtin^ 
16; his City of God, fays that the ancient country i^eoj^ about 

V 



d by Google 



«f Th. MEMOIRS or 

Hippo, in Africa, who were the remams of the ancient Cartha*; 
gcainnf!, if you aflccd them who they were, would anfwer, wc 
crre origbaHy Chanani or Chanancans. 

( 1 1) Corrupted the iwnocenf mantterSy 5ff .] The celebrated Be* . 
tbartj fo often quoted, provc"5 that the Pheniciaos, or Carthage- 
nians, wjiom he alfo proves to have been Chanancans, were the 
perfons who fprcffd idolatry with all the tribe of the heatheft^ 
gcd?, and their abominable rites, over the whole world. Bocbart 
in Chaoftan. The fame author fays, tfic Pheaicians,. or Chanani, 
<?id invade Egypt about that very time \ this he proves directly,, 
and that they had^heir caftra about Memphis • as alfo, that Cad- 
»»?ttf and 7^v/i/jf, whom he makes contemporaries with Jo/Z^k/t, , 
having fled before him, came out of Egypt aTterwards, and built] 
Thebes in Bectia. Sec alfo Herodotut in Eut£rpe. 
* (13) Tie mojl evtcrprtfing nation urJer thcjm^ &c J Herodotus^ 
fiiy?, that they failed (even in thofe early days) from the Red Sea. 
round Africa, and came back to Egypt thro' the ftreights and up 
the Mediterranean. Herodot. AfetpomenSj and Bocbart. That 
Hamo the elder, by order of the fenate of Carthage, failed round' 
tfce greateft part of the world, and after his return, deKvercd into 
them an account of his voyage, which is called, the Periplos of 
Hanno : he afFitded to be honored as a god for it, and lived bc- 
f«rc SohfMn\ time. Bocbart in Chanaan, lib. i. c. 37. Chanaan^ 

(14) Js their obfirvaticmt tillus.\ Thofe wife ancients kept ' 
records of every thing that was memorable and ufeiiil for thcic 
people. If this had been the pra6^ice of the Europeans, wc ftoukt 
not have loft fo many fecrcts of nature as we have. 

( 1 5 ) No rain fell in Egypt^ This is well know by all the dc- 
feriptions of that country, the inundation of the Nik fbpplying^' 
the want it, and making it one of the moft fertile kingdoms in. 
the world : every one knows it was once the granary of the Ro- 
man empire. However, fome fmalf rain fall's fomctimcs; nor in 
' there any nwfe higher up in tlyi country; The overffowiog of ^ 
tbe Nile is known to be caufed by vaftraiiis fatting under the' 
line, or about that cKmate; and fincc thefe don't take Egypr' 
8n#the adjoining part of Africa in their way, they mud by con- 
fequencc run parallel with the line, which was a very naturat 
and philoibphical obfervaticn of thefe wife men. 

.( i<5 ) They 'wsre mgher the equator tban thy inmgiued^ Cfr. jTho*^ 
we may imagine a ie0er circle parallel to the tropics and the equa^ 
tor, wiiich is called mMxina$t parallebrwmi yet whoever travels 
either by land or fea, as he thinks parallel to the equator, does 
not do {b, buit will approach to it ; nay, and crofs h at laft, un- 
lefi! he goes fpirally and makes indentures af> he goes along ; the' 
rrafon is, bccanfe wherever wc arc, wcarc on the fummit of the 
globe with refpea to us, and our feet make a perpcndicniar to - 
the centre ; fo that if we go round the globe, we mall make • 
gfcat circle, and by coafeqncnce cut 'Ac equator. 

Cootiaoatio^ 
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€Iautiiiiiatipu of thie Memoirs. 

ic *£ w^lF^to# tediott«^<r,rQC0itnt tajoa all the dlf- 
ficttkm and troubles thtyhad^botkin reiblviBg^to' 
undertafee^fupK a hax«:dou& traafmigrationv at welL 
a»,tb<>f(^€!6tr«^pcH'tiag:ifucli.a. multitude, -with tbtir 
"m^t^ ^nd chikkoi|> asid.ail their moft precioiu ef^ 
fib^t. o^fbr- tho&ymenileft^faBdsi wMch .tk€}!' could^ 
^dl^ |i^ A At one feofoQ dFtthejeaorr Bat the^Toyage* 
b^nf aK Iftkgftb.^rd'olv^oiv- aaad tiie good* pophaf* 
-wifciijf^ cQxi£mriiig tkerdt^uUks^ nece&j, tiie mo~v 
tber^iilViiiKCBtioQ, lugti^hiniv at thz faaie time, to^ 

£'ika^mjUcH:am« as be could, fince tlse vale wbisre- 
}p>w^eat pre&atMEaarfuffiBient ta maintain tfaaesi^ 
till.tbie^raJka9vCa«iei g9talLhis people* kklierjn^tbe* 
BMftft tioMv toibe reiad}f^^rt)i£ fealbm- The^ new^ 
liorft ciiikkenj wtrekfc widi iheir modiers and peo^> 
pkkXot take ca7eo€ tbcm^ till thic^ weie-ableto bear? 
t(»ifatigu*^ Th«aB.itt feren years tsme^goiog back- 
wajrda^ a^ foff wfarda^eytrr ^^•iiy tkey all aTrived> 
^i&^whereiW^QUB^lM^ef bopeto'be in ten- or twelve- 
^jfs iiine» Tltt»g?»ei* bera we^iielervedly Koiioi:, a»^ 
aii$4ber;3fi^aijtaEr^be^ecoml fotmditrofour nation^. 
hdm ^We- loitkSO'^H youdeSf fprnng-bj the fttver* 
&^. sini are going t^be incorporated again wit^/ 
the! o^pring^, oJ"'yo!Uirikft:anceftor5»" 

Here he ended iis relation, andtyour revcrence**^ 
2iisi^<eAgl7..bel^yeI>wa» ift tke greateft admiration • 
a$ thiis jimhfiardrof account. ,A» it rai&d the ideas I 
had of the A people,. f<rX could not be lorry to find' 
^myftlfi ypung and forlorn as I was before, incorpo* 
T^ied witb^ a&d<2^iedto.fuch'a flOurHkingand ci-^ 
ifj^lmedr nation* My expof^tion was not difpropor^ 
tiofiaUtf.ifiiny id^s^; I«iras.peifuaded.I was ggdngi 
K J ^ i»io 
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into a very fine country ; but the thoughts of their 
being pf gans left fome little damp on my ipirits, and' 
was a draw-back to my expefled happinew. How* 
ever I was refolvedto prelerve my religion, ai-the* 
expcnfe of all that was dear to mie; and even of my 
lif^itfelf. 

By this time the pophar cindered W t& refrefh our-- 
felves, and prepare all things for our departure, tho'^ 
the ftorm of thunder and Irghmirig did not ceafe till' 
Towards morning. At length all things were ready 
for motion,, fo-we marched eafily on till we came*' 
into the courfe of the rains. It was the m^ fettled' 
and downright rain (a» the fiiying is) that ever I 
law : every thing feemed tabe a»'calm as the ten*-- 
peft was violent before. They being accuftomed to 
Jt, had provided open veiTels on each fide of the drd- * 
medaries^ to catch enough for their ufe, as it fidU'. 
uith that fine oiled cloth I mentioned before, over^ 
themielves and beafts. All the fands were laid, and' 
even beaten hard by the rains, tho* heavy and cloggy' 
. at the fame time.. We made as much way as eVer^ 
fre could for five days, juft refting and refrefcing- 
eurfelves wh^a it waa ablolutely necefiary. I muft 
own, noti^^ could be more difmal than thofe drea- 
'Ty fciitarjp^d^farts,. where we could neither iee fim 
nor moon, but had only a gloomy, malignant U^, 
j\ifi fufficient to look at the needle^rand take our ob- 
iervatiocsi On th« fixth da/ we thought we iaw 
fwnething move fideways of us, on our right hand, 
but feemingly paiSng by us, when one of the yoimg ' 
raen cried, "there they are," and immediately crof- 
fed down to. them ; then we perceived them to be' 
perfons travelling like oyrfelves, croffingin the fame 
manner up towards us. I waa extremely • furprifed 
to find that thoic defafts were known to any but 
Qurielvea : . but the pophar foon put me out of pain, 
^y tdliftg me, .they were fome of their own peojde, 
taking the fanje fc^oa.to gi for Egypt, and on the-' 

fime- 
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fame account. By this time we were come up tw 
one aiiotheT. The leader of the other caravan, with 
all his company, immediately got off their drome- 
daries, and fell proftrate on the earth before our 
pophar ; at whicn he ftept baclc, and cried, " alas ^ 
IS our father dead ? They told him, yes ; and that 
he being the firft of the fecond line, was to be re- 
gCBt of the kingdom till the young pophar, who war 
hoTQ when his father was an old man, fhould come 
to tht age of fifty. Then our people got ofF, and 
proftrated themfeWes before him,* all but myfelf ; 
they took no notice of my neglei^, feeing me a fu- 

Cmumerary perfon, and confequently a firanger ; 
it as fbon as the ceremonies were over, came and 
embraced me, and welcomed me into their brothelr- 
liood with the mofl fincere cordiality, as if I had 
Ibeen one of their nation. The pophar foon told 
them what I was, which made tnem repeat their 
careffes with ne^nr extafies of joy peculiar to thofe 
people. After re-iterated enquiries concerning their 
friends, and afTurances that all was well, except wh^t 
they told him, the pophar afked them, how they 
eame to dlredt their courfe fo much ou the left hand, 
expe^ng to have met them the day before ; and 
they feeming to point as if thqy were going out of 
their way : they told us they were now feniible of 
It, and were making up for the true road as faft ar 
ihey could; but the day before they had like to have 
)oft themfelves by the darknefs of the weather, and 
their too great fecurity ; for, bearing too much: on 
the left hand» one of their dromedaries floundered,, 
as if he were got into a quickfand : (i) the rider- 
thinking it had been nothing but fome loofer partj 
cf the land, thought to go on, but fell deeper the 
further he went, till the commander ordered him- 
togetoff immediately, which he did with fb much' 

hafte,. 

* The Eaileio maoner of fiiewbg refpe^i. 
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!ialle, T30C miD^g hU dromedary, that due- poor 
beaft going on fuitlier ij:ito the qaickfand', wasrlai}:. 
Then ih& poph^r tpld them, there was fuch a pl^ce 
foarkeJ 4pwti iit th^ix, awcient charts, which, beings . 
fti well acquaiixted wth the road«, th«y bad never 
ml tided o f 1 a : e ye ^s ; that he fuppofed thofe qidck- 
fanda lo b^ either the r^na^ whrfch hs^d funk thro*' 
tl^e fands, and meeting with fojne>fliwt«of clftj^ ftag- 
natedj ^nd werti formings a lake ; gu moi^e probably»-.. 
it? w^s dxe couxfe of foaje diiUnt rivej^ rifiug p^i^ 
hap» oujt o£ a habitable- couptry, at an i|«knQwm 
dijiiance, but had hk itfdC in thoft imnaenfe fanjc}^ ' 
However, he congratulated theiWvfor thejor eii?pe^: 
and like a, tender rathec, g^ivtly chidithfini' ^^ tlf^Vri 
tpp great fecurity in that boundlefi^ oceai^ 

Chix time note ^rmitting \m W> fta)^ l^^^ owh^;; 
caravan fqt out again, ^r their« deflj^^ved oouple^ hav^ 
ing but five or fix d^,s.jp\]ixn»j't<h mjike, tha^t i^ ar 
{^ as WQ could travel }^ fp mai^y^iayA a^d fo^niany 
niffhis, for we never ftppped but torefrefti giiirfelve* 
The rains- had £b. tempered. the air*r that is> wa» rar . 
ther cold th^n h«t, efpfecially the ni^ht%T»r^ich grtwG . 
longer as we approached the line. Here- we^ fie(&i?e<l -. 
our courfe more to the weft ^ain,, but not fo ^ to- 
leave the ridge , of the world* I (A>fervedi th^ moi^ 
laae kept to thi^ wefi, tjie mor^e m^pdeca^ the rain* ^ 
w^re, as indeed 'they fiftckened inr propoc^on as we-- 
came nig^r ouff jovr^ey's^ ei%4*, becaufe con»iA9. 
fiK)m tke weft, or u leaft; with a little poin* of th». . 
fouth, they began fooner than wher^ we fet oat-.-** . 
The t«i;vth da^ of oux jojuxoey, I mean from^the lal^ 
grove or reftipg place, wie o£ our- dromedaries failisd^ 
We had diangeitheo?;f(|ver-^l times before, to: make- 
theiV labour more equal': they would not leti% die 
for the good, it had dom^v W two» of! die company) 
Kaving, water enofugh, aod. knowing >»|h<^ie' they 
were» llood behind to bring it along with them.— 
We now found the nature of the fands and foil be- 
r gin 
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gin to change, as the pophar had informed me : the 
ground began to be covered with a Uttlc noofs, tending 
toward a preenfward, more like barren downs than 
fands; and I perceived in fome places unexpededl/^ 
inilead of thofe barren gravelly fands, large fpaces 
of tolerable good foil. (2) At length to our mcx- 
preffible joy and comfort, at leaft for myfelf, who 
could not but be in fome fuipenfe in fuch an un- 
known world, we came to patches of trees and grafs», 
with flanting falls and heads of vales which feemed 
to enlarge themfelves beyond our view. (3) The* 
rains were come to their period ; only it looked a 
little foggy at a great diftance before us, which was 
partly from the exhalations of the country after the 
Tains, (4) partly from the trees and hills Hopping 
the clouds, by which we found that the weather did 
not clear up in the habitable countries fo foon as 
in the barren defarts. The pophar told me, that if 
it were not for the hazinefs 01 the air, he would 
ihew me the moft beautiful profped^ that ever my 
eyes beheld. I was fenfibly convinced of it by the 
perfumes of the fpicy fhrubs and flowers, which 
iruck our fenfes with fuch a reviving fragrancy, as 
made us almoit forget our pail fatigue, efpecially 
me, who had not felt the like even in the firft vale ; 
neither do I believe, all the odours of the happy 
Arabia could ever come up to it. I was juft as if I 
had rifen out of the mou delicious repofe. Here 
the pophar ordered us to flop for refrefhment,^ a;i4 
add^, we muft ft^y there till the next day. We 
pitched our tents on the lall defcent of thofe im-, 
menfe bars, by the lide of a little rill that iiTue^ 
out of the fmall break of du? 4<Jwni, expecting fur 
ther or(^s. 
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Remarks of SignoT Rhedi. 

( I ) Ax if he inert got into a qinckfafi^^&c.'] Perfons may troif 
4«f to hear of quickfands in the midft of the fian^burnt dcfarts o^ 
Afrtcaii bot the thmg will not fecm fo improbabte when wt come 
ti0 examtoe the reafon of it Witbont doubt, our anthoT <k»e6 not 
mean fuch quiskfiuKls as are caofed by the coraiof ^m of the tid« 
ttndcf the ikajh ; a nnm of lemfc would be incapable of facK « 
blunder. Bui that there (Hon Id be fome (Tagnating waters in the 
low fwamps of the fands, in lb fat from being incredible, that it 
oan hardly be thbught to be otherwii^ It is vmry wt)i known 
tikcre are va{^ lakes- in fome parte of Africa, which ht^e no vifi^ 
hie outlets. There "are rivers aUb that lofe themfelves in the faiKki^ 
where finkmg under for fome time,, they may form fandy 
marfhes, or quickfands, as the author calls them. 

{%) U was ob<«rved in feme of the former rem trks, that not onlr 
tbe deftrUof Africa, bat ail the ftrats, or great beds of gravely 
t^hicb are found in aU pArts of the world, probably were c&wfedr 
by the ttniverfsd deluge : Bfor can they be well accounted for 
•therwlfe. The deeper the beds of gravel arc, the more they 
fficw, by the heterogeneon« ftoff bdg^ with them; that thef 
Were brought thither, not produced tl»re ak oriffng. Tbe van- 
faUs afid guitcts, wiqch are fees on the ikirts of all the mottft^ 
taias in the world, evidently (hew they were caufed by (bflac vh 
' olent agitation, which carried the loofer earth and fmall ftones 
sioug with it ; for ^hich nothing can be more natural than thtf 
Ihppoficion of a flood, ot a^itate4 Aukl, whkh, by its violence zoS 
flfRkinge, carried- all that was moveable before k for f«flie tim«; 
This gravel was incorporated with the toofe eiirtk before tfaff 
ftood; and was carried to and fro, while the watert were in theb- 
gtcateft agitation, wa(hing. a.nd mellihg the loofe earth from th« 
gfavet and fhone?.. But when the wauers camie to their highefl' 
|ikch,and begaikti) fttbfi^^theftonesaiid gravel would link l^»ne^ 
than lighter things, and fo be left aknoft iirahody in tkofe ftrafts 
they appear in. This migiit be iiluibrated mifch farther iB thcTe 
were occafion. The vaft numbers of petrified ihclis and fcajlloj^ 
which are found in all parts of the worbie, on tlic higher grounds^ 
oMid never be a mere A^r nature ^ as fome too curious phifo^ 
Inkers imagifte^but nauft be accotinted for by fiich a flbod ; an# 
thefe appearing in all parts of the univerfe, the flood rAafk h^ve* 
been univerfal. The fuddeh change of foils in every region, witt 
the exceeding richnefs of fome more than others, and that to* 
fbmetimes all at once, is to be accounted for, from the (km« 
caufe ; for the fame violence of waters waftiing the earth from 
Ihc ftoacs, mutt natural]]; make an uncial accomulatiou of 
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"Mb. As Jw Africa, aFl- the ancients fpeak of the incredible fey- 
1»Mtf of It A lbmeplaceS)<aa<l iht extreme barreancfs of the de- 
iarts in otliersi 

(5) The prodig^Qua height of tb© Ciirts ifl ,Wncft^ t».thoJ« 
parts which iye hetwcfn thetropics^ may not only be the cajufe 
of the {tn&B or gravel (Inking in greater quantities at the decreafc 
•f the fl«»d, but tfie rooft extenfii^ valei may have their riib 
4f99i vfry faMU ^ttots at fizit 

(4) It ii very natvai to thinj^ thjrt Mf iaireo faa-bocftt-du^ 
iartaJGcod v$ bi|t few exjialatiQnt^ 



Coj;itiii^atxQi:i of tlie Memairsi ' 

* Jl H E caufe of our ftay in tliat place wa* not 
xsnlj our conjpanioais we had left benind us, (now 
^e were out of dangex) but on a ceremonious ac- 
^Dunt, as your reverences will fee by and by : they: 
were alfo to change their habits, that they might, "^ 
appear in the. colours of tk«r refpeflive tribe or 
name, which~were ^ye^ according to the number of 
the fons of the iiril pophar, who brought them out 
of Egypt, whofe ftatue we.faw at the pyramid. 

By their laws, all the tribes are to be di(tii\guifh-. 
ed by their colours; that 'wherever they go, they 
may be known what name they belong to, with 
pardcular marks of their polls and dignities, as I 
ihall defcribe to your reverences hereafter. The 
^and pophar'sxolour>who wasidefc^det^from the , 
eldesft ton of the ancient pophar, was a flame colour, 
-ar approaching nigh the fays of t^ie fun^bftcaufehe 
was tnief prieft of the fun. Our new regent's co- 
lour ^as green, fpangled with fu^« of gold, as youi: 
?e«^lilKe8 faw in ihe pi Aure ; the green leprefent- 
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ing the ipring, which is the chief feafbn with them; 
the third colour i« a fierjr red for the fummer^ the 
fourth is yellow for autumn; and the fifth pur- 
ple, reprefenting the gloominefs of winter ; for thefe 
people acknowledging the fun for the immediate 
governor of the univerfe, mimic the aature of his 
influence as ni?h as they can. The women obferve 
^e colours of their rcfpe<flive tribes, but have moons 
of filver intermixt with the funs, to Ihew that the/ 
are influedced in a great meafure by that variable 
planet. The young virgins have tne new moon ; 
an the ftrength of their age» the full moon ; as they 
grow old, the moon is in the decreafe prcmortiona* 
bly ; the widows have the moon expreffea juft as it 
is in the change ; the defcendants of the daughters 
of the firft pophar.were incorporated with the reft; 
thoie of tne eldeft dauj^hter, took the eldefl fonV 
colour, with a mark ot diftin<5lion, to ihew thej^ 
were never to fucceed to the po}>faarfhip, or regen* 
cy, till there ibould be no male iflue of the othera, 
at age to govern. This right of elderfhip, as thefe 
people underHand it, is a little intricate, but I fhall 
explain ft to your reverences more at large when I 
come to ipeak more particularly of their goyem- 
ment. When they are fent out into foreign coui^ 
tries, they take what habit or colour they pleafe, 
and generally go all alike to be known to each 
other ; but they muft not appear in theiv own coun- 
try but in their proper colours, it is criminal to do. 
otherwife, with marks alfo of their families, that in 
xafe any mifdemeanor fhould be committed, they 
may know where to trace it out, for which reafon, 
now they drew near their own country, they were 
to appear in the colours of their refpe^ve names ; 
all but myfelf, who had the fame garment I wore 
at Grand Cairo, to Ihew I was a ft ranger, tho' I 
wore the pophar's colours afterwards, as being his 
T«lation,_and incorporated in his family. 
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' When they were all arrayed in their filkcn co- 
lours, fpangled with funs of gold, with white fillets 
round their temples, ftudded with precious Clones* 
Jthey made a very delightful Ihew, being the hand- 
fomeft race of people this day in the univerfe, and 
all refembling each other, as having no mixture of 
other nations in their blood. 

The Jun now had broke thro' the clouds, anA 
difcovered to us the profpe<5t of the country ; but 

* fuch a one as I am not able to defcribe ; it looked 
rather like an immenfe garden fhan a country : at 
that diflance I could fc« nothing but trees and 
groves ; whether I looked towards the hills or vales, 

- all feemed to be one continued wood, tho* with fome 
feemingly regular intervals of iquares and plains, 
with the glittering of golden globes -or funs thro* 
the tops of the trees, that it looked lik« a green 
mantle fpancied with gold. I afked the pophar if 
they livcJi all in woods, or whether the country was 
only one continued immenfe foreft : he imiled, and 
faid, when we come thither you Ihall fee fomething 
elfe befides woods, and then bid me look back and 
compare the dreary fands we had lately paffed with 
that glorious profpeft we faw before us : I did fo, 
and Tound the difmal barrennefs of the one en- 
hanced the beautiful delight of the other. •* The 
Teafon,'* fays he, ** why it looks like a wood, is, that 
beiides innumerable kinds of fruits, all our towns, 
fquares and ilreets, as well as fields and gardens, are 
planted with trees both for delight and conveniency, 
the* you will find fpare ground enough for the pro- 
duce of all things Aifficient to make the life of man 
eafy and Tiappy. The glittering of gold thro' the 
top of the trees, are golden funs on the tops of the 
temples and buildings; we build our houfes flat and 
low on account of hurricanes, with gardens of per- 
fumed ever-greens on the top of them, which is th© 
reafon you fee nothing but ri-oves.'^ - 
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We defcendcd gradually from off the de^rt thrdr' 
tKc fcattered flmibs, and were faluted every now and 
then with a gale of perfumes, q,uite different from 
•what are brough u» Europeans from foreign, parts. 
The frefli air of Ae morning, together with their 
being exhaled from the living Hocks, gave them fuch 
a fragranc/ as cannot be expreffed. At length we 
came to a fpacious plain a Little fcelving, and co^ 
vcred with a greeniih coat, between mofs andgrafs^ 
*which was the utmoJ^ border of the defart, and b«f 
yond it a fmall river collefted from the hills, as it 
•were weeping out of the fands in differem places 
;^hich riyer was the boundary of the kingdom that 
way. Here we made a halt, and perceived a fmall 
company often perfonsj equal to our number, except 
myfelf, advancing gravely towards us ; they "were iti 
the proper colours of the nomes, -with fpang|ed funs 
of gold, as my companions wore, only the tops of theic 
heads were fprinkled with dull in fign of mournings 
As foon as tney came at a due distance, they fell fiat 
on their faces before the pophar, without faying a 
word, and received the golden urns, with the earth 
we brought along with us. Then they turned an^ 
marched dire^ly before us, holding the urns as high 
in their hands as they could, but all in a deep and 
mournful filence. Thefe were deputies of the five 
nom^ fent to meet the urns* We advanced in this 
iilent manner, without faying one Word, till we canae 
to the river, over which was a ftately bridge with 
a triumphal arch on the top of it, beautified with 
funs of gold moft magnificent to behold. Beyond 
the bridge, we immediately paffed thro' a kind d" a 
circular grove» which led us into a moft delightfitl 
plain like an amphitheatre, with five avenue* of 
ilreets leading to it : at the entrance of each avefiue 
Hood an innumerable number of people, reprefc»t- 
ing the five nomes, or eovernmcnis of thofe immeftie 
kingdpms, all ta th«r different colours, fpangled 
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With funs of gold, "whicli made the jftofl gtorious 
Itiew ID the world. Aa fbon as ever we entered the 
amphitheatre, our filence was broke by ihouts of 
joy that Tended the very ikies •, then the whole mul* 
titude fell flat on their faces adoring the urns, an<{ 
tepeating their fhouts and adorations thrice ; there 
advanced ten triumphant chariots, according to the 
colours of the nomes, with funs as before ; -nine of 
the chariots were drawn by R% horfes each, and ihe 
UntK with eight for the pophar regent. The five 
deputies, who were thexhief of each iH>me,with the 
urns and compaiuons, mounted five of the chariots, 
iite otiker five were for us, two in a chariot, only 
uyfelf, being a fiipemumerary was placed back- 
wards in the pophar's chariot, whicn he told ne 
was the only mark of hiUmlltation and inequality I 
would receive- We were conduced by five fqua- 
drons of horie,of fifty each, in their proper colours, 
with iUeamers of the fame, ^avin^ the iun in the 
^^tre, tJiro' ^e oppcifite avenue, till we came into 
another amphitheatre of a vaft excent, where w« 
iaw an infinite number of tents of filk of the colour 
0£ the Homes, all of them fpangled with golden 
fuhs ; We we were to refl and refrefh ourfelves. 
The pOHphar's tent was in the centre of his own co- 
lour, wnich waa green, the iecond nome in dignity^ 
in whofe dominions and government we now were. 
1 have been longer in this defcriptioti, becaufe it 
was more a religious ceremony than any thing elfe, 
tliefe people being extremely myfterious in all they 
do. (i) I ftiall explain the meaning to ypftrr reve- 
rences as briefly as I can. The ftopping before we 
came to the bridge on the borders of thofe inhofpi- 
table defarts, ^and walking in that mournful fiient 
manner, not only expreffed their mourning for their 
deceaied anceftors, but alfo fignified the various ca- 
lamity and labour incident to human life, where he 
not <mly ought to be, but really is, in a ftate of ba- 
La nifhmeiit 
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luihment and mounuBg ; wandering in fun-bnitrl 
defarts, and tolTed -with the florins of innumerable . 
>aulefs deiires^ ftill figbing after a better countrj,.' 
The paffage over the bridge, they would have to- 
betoken man's entrance int^ red by death ; their 
fliouts of jo7^ when the facred uma arrived in that 
glorious country, not only fignified the happinefe 
of the next Ufe, (for thefe people univerfaily be- 
lieve the immortality* of the loul, and think none 
but brutes can be igiM)rant of it\ but alfo that their 
anceilors, whofe burial duft they brought along, 
ivith them, were now in a place of everlafling reft* 

Im^jjisitok. — ^I hope y6u. don't believe fo of 
heathens, let them be ever fo moral men, fince w« 
have no affurance of happinels in the next life men- 
tioned in the holy fcripturc, Without faith, in Chrift* 

Gav ©EMTIO. — ^No» reverend fathers; I oal/ 
mention the myfteries- of thefe men's religion, as 
they underftaid them. As I believe in Chrlfil 
kaow there is no other name Under heavenby which, 
sian may be faved. 

I M qu 1 8 1 T o R.— rGo on. 

Gaudentto. — Every ceremony of thefe people, 
has fome myftery or other included in it v tho there 
ctid not appear any harm in any of them„ except, 
their falling proftrate before the duft, which looked 
like rank idolatry, but they faid ftUl, they meant no 
more than what was merely civil, to fignify tteic 
refpe^ for deceafed parents. (2) I £aU not as 
yet detain your reverences with the defer iption of 
the beauties of the' country thro' which we paffedr 
having fo much to fay of the more fubftaatial part i 
that is, of their form of government, laws and cuf- 
loms, both- religious and civil ; nor defcribe their 
ptodigious magnificence, tho' joined with a great 
deal of natural fimplicity, in their towns; temples,. 
Schools, colleges, &c. becaufe, being built moftly 
alike* except for particular ufea, n^aroifaftories, -an^ 
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tlSc Hie, I Aafl defcpibe them all in one, when I 
come to tlje great city of Phor, otherwife called in 
tieir facred language, No^om ; (3) for if I ihould 
ftay todeferibe the lAimenfe riches, fertility, and 
beattties of the couitry, this relfttion« which is de- 
figned as a real account of a place -wherein I lived 
fo fDany years, would rather look lil^e a romance 
- than a true relation. ^ I fhall only tell your reve- 
rences at prefent,that after having taken a moft mag* 
nfificent repaH, confiftingof all the heart of msm can 
conceive delicious both of fruits and wines, while 
we ilaid in thofe refrelhing tabernacle?, we pafTed 
on by an eafy evening's joutney to one of their 

^^owns, always cohdu6^«i and lodged in that trinm- 

"^ant manner, till we came to the head of that 

fiome, which I told your reverences wai the green 

iA>me, belonging to the pophar regent, and fecond 

, in dighity of the whole empire. Here the urn of 

': daft belonging to that nome was repofited in a kind 
flf golden tabernacle fet with precious Rones of im- 
xAenfe value, in the centre of a ^acious temple^ 
•which I fhall defcribe afterwards. After a Week's 
feafting and rejoicing; both for the reception of the 
dull and the fafe return of the pophar and his com- 
panions, together with his exaltation to the regency^ 
■we f€t out iri the fa^me manner for the other nomes, . 
*o repofit all the urns in their refpec^ive temples : 
thefe are live, as I informed your reverences before. 
The country is fomethtng mountainous, paHicularly . 
lukler the line, and not viery uniform, tho' every 
thing elfe is ; containing vailies, or rather whole 
regions running out between the defarts; befides 
vaft ridges of mountains in the heart of the country, 
•v^hich inclofe immenfe riches in their bowels. The 
chief Yown is fituated as nigh as poffible in the mid-' 
die of the nomes, and about the center of the coun- 
try, bating thofe' irregularities I mentioned. The 
four inferior aonfteS:Were like the four-<Jorhers,an^ 
. . La the 
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tKe flame coloured nome, ^liere the graxid pophar^ 
and regent pro tempore refidedj in the centre or the 
fquare. Their method was, to go to the four in- 
ferior nomes firft and report the urns, and theA to 
complete all at the chief town of the firft nome. 
Thefe nomes were- each about eight days very eafy 
journey over. Thtu we^ent the round of alU which 
I think, as I remarked, was a kind of political viii- 
tation M the fame time. At length we came to the 
great city of Pfcor,. or No-om,. there to reppfite the - 
Uft i:(m^ and fc^ all thie people to pay their refpeds 
te the graii^d pophar, if in oeing^ or elfe to th£ re- 
gent. By that time, what with thofe who aceonvr 
panied the prc»cef&on> of the urns, and the inhabi- 
tants of that iiYynenie town, fo many people wt3?e 
gathered together, as one would have almofl thought 
had not be^ in all the- world befide*; but in fuch 
order apd decency difUnguifhed in their ranks, tribea. 
and colQur»» as is not eafy to be comprehended. . 
Th^ «ittering tents fpread themfelves over the face 
of thfe earths 1 fks^. here give your reverences a. 
d#fcriptif>n of the- town, becaufe all other great 
ipwns, or heads of the nomes, are' built after that 
mofle^ as indeed the leifer towns come as nigh it as^^ 
tliey can, except j as I faid, places for arts -or trades, 
■vyhich are generally built on rivers^or brooks for 
cpnveniencyv fuch is the nature of the people, tli<at-. 
they affeft an exa^ uniformity and. equality in all 
they do, as beingbrothers of the fame flock. 

The town ofThor, that is, the Glory or No-om,. 
which iigaifies, the houfe of the fun,. is built circu- 
lar, in imitation of the fun and its rays. It is fitu- 
ated in the largeil plain of all the kingdom,, and. 
upon the largeft river, which is about as big as our 
Po, riling from a rigde of mountains under the line,, 
and runs towards the north^. where it forms a great 
lake, almoft like ajea, whofe waters^are exhaled by 
|he h^t of the fun, having no outlet, or fink under 
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ground, in the fands of the vaft defarts encompaffing: 
it. This river is cut into a mo^ magnificent canals , 
running direilly thro' the middle of the town. Be*- . 
fore it enters the town, to prevent inundations^ and 
fox other conveniencies, there are prodigious bafons,> 
locks and iLuiceSi with collateral canals, to divert 
' a]|d let out the water,.if need be. Thie middle ilreao^. 
forms the grand canal, which runs thro' tl(i^ town^ 
till it comes to the. grand place v then there is ano- 
ther lock andiluice,.cUviding it into two femicircles- 
or wings, ax>d carrying k round the grand place, 
foiuning an- iHand with the temple of the fun in the 
centre, and nteeiing again oppofixe to where it di- 
vided, and fo goeft^onin a canal again* There are 
twelve bridges with one great arch over each, ten over . 
the circi4^ canals, and two where the^ divide andl. 
meet again. There are alfa bridges over thetftrait, 
canals, at proper diftances. Before the river entexs^ 
the town,, it is divided by the firft great lock inta 
two prodigious femicircL&s, encompamng the whole- 
town. All the canals are planted with double rows;, 
of ceders, and walks, the mjoi^ delightful that can be. 
imagined. The giand place is in the centre of the. 
town, a prodigious round,. or immenfe theatre, en- 
compaiTed with the branches of the canal, and in the 
centre of that, the temple ,qf the fun. This temple. . 
confifts of three hundred andiixty five double mar- 
ble pillars, according to the number of the days o€ 
' the yeaTi (4) repeated with three ftories one above 
another,^ and on thetop^- a cupola open to the Iky 
for the fun to be leen thro'; thje pillars are alL 
of the Corinthian order,, (5). of a marble as white. . 
as fhow, and fluted ; the edges of the flutes, with 
the capitals comifhed, are all gilt.. The inner roofs 
of thei vaft galleries- on thefe pillars, are painted with 
the fun, moon, and.ftars, expreffing their different 
motions, with hieroglyphics,, known but to fome 
few of the chitf elders or rulers. Tiie outfides of all 
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are doubly gilt, as is the dome, or grand concave on 
the top, open in the middle to the fky. In the mid- 
dle of this cojpLcave is a golden fun, hanging in the 
void, and liipportcd hy gold«a lines or rods from the 
edges of the dome, the artificial fun looks doMra, as 
if it were ihining on a globe Or earth, erecftcd on a 
pedeftal altar- wife oppofite to the fun, according to 
the fituation of their climate to that glorious pJanet 7 
in which globe or earth are incloied the urns' of 
their deceafed ancellors. On the infide of the pillara ■ 
are the feats of the grandees or cWers, to hold their 
councils, which are all public. Oppofite to the 
twelve great ftrcets, are fa many entrances into the 
temple, with as many magnificent %ir-cafes be- 
tween the entrances, to go into the galleries or places 
where they keep the regifter* of their laws,filfc. whh • 
gilt baluflrades looking down into the temple. C^ - 
the pedeftals of all the pillars were engraven hiero- 
glyphics and characters, known to none but the five 
chief pophars, and communicated under the greaitei¥ 
iecrecy to the fucceffor of aiiy one of them in cafe 
of death, lofs of ierifes, and the like. I prefume, ' 
the grand fecrets, and arcana of ftate, ancl, it may 
be, of their reKgion, arts and fciences, are contained 
therein. The molt inplroper decorations of the ' 
temple, in my opinion, are the flutings of the pil- 
lars, which rather look too finical for the auguft 
and majeftic fimplicity a^dted my thefe people in 
other relpedts. 

The fronts of the houfes round the grand place 
are all coiicave, or legments of circles, except where 
the great ftreets meet^ which are twelve in number 
according to the twelve iigns of the zodiac, point- 
ing to the temple in ftrait lines like rays to the 
centre. This van round fs fet with double ro^^s and ' 
circles of ftately cedars before the houfes, at an ex- 
aft diitsince, as are all the ftreets on each fide, like 
lb many beautiful avenues, which produces a moil ' 
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delightful effefl to the eje, as well as coBvenienc)^ 
of iha<le- The crofs ilreets are fo many parallel 
circles round the grand place and temple, as the cen- 
tre, making greater circles as the town enlarges it- 
felf. Thejr build alwa.ys circular-wayjs till the cir- 
cle is complete v then another, and fo onv All the 
:&reets, as I faid, both flraight and circular are plan^ 
ted with double rows of cedars. The middle of the 
areas between the cuttings of the ftreets^are left for 
gardens and other conveniencies, ei^rging them" 
Islves as they proceed from the centre or grand 
place* At every cutting,of theftreets,is a lefTer cir- 
, cular fpace fet round with trees, adorned with foun- 
tains, or flatues of famous men v that, in effe<ft, the 
whole town is like a prodigious gsrden, diflinguiih*- 
^i with temples, pavilions, avenues,, and circles of 
greens; fo that it is difficult to give your reverences 
a jufl idea of the beauty of it. 1 forgot to tell your 
leverences, that the twelve great flreets open them- 
felves as they lenghten, like the radii of a wheel, fo 
that at the firft coming into the town, you have th^ 
profpeft of the temple and grand plac^ direftly be-^ 
lore you *, and from the temple a dixedt view ol'oDe 
of tlie fineft avenues and countries in tjie wxifldv*. 
Their principal towns are all built after this form. 
After they have taken a plan of the place, they firft 
buUd-a temple *, then leave the great area or circu.-^ 
lar marker place, round which they build a circle 
of hpufes, and add others as they increafe, according 
to the foregoing defcription ; ridiculing and con- 
limning other countries, whofe towns are generally 
built in a, confiifed number of houfes and ftreets, 
without any regular figure* In all the fpaces oi; 
cuttings of the ftreets, are public fountains brought 
down by pipes from a mountain a confiderable dif» 
tanpe off the town ; or, as I faid before, ftatues of 
greiat men holding fomething in their hands to de- 
clare their merit \ which having no wars, is taken 

either 
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cither from the invention of arts and fciences, or 
fbme memorable aftion done by them for the im- 
pro\*ement and good of their country. Thefe the/ 
loot upon as more laudable motives, and greater 
fpurs to g^lory, than all the trophies eredted by other 
nations for deftroying their own fpecies. Their 
houfes are built ail alike, and low, as I obferved be- 
fore, on account of ftorms and hurricanes, to whicK 
the country is fubjedt ; they are all exaftly of a 
height, flat roofed, M^ith artificial gardens on the 
top of each (6) full of flowers and aromatic flirubs ; 
fo that when you look from any eminence down into 
the ftreets, you fee sdl the circles and avenues like 
another world under you; and if on the level, along 
jhe tops of the houfes, you are charmed witli the 
profpe6t of ten thpufand different gardens meeting 
your fight wherever you turn ; infomuch, that I be-- 
lieve the whole world befides cannot aflford fucb » 
|>rofpe<ft. There are a great many other beamier 
and conveniences, acco^ing to the genius of th^ 
|>eople; which were I to mention them, wotild mai:e 
tip a M'hole volume. ' I only fay, that the riches of 
the ^ country are immenfe, which in fome meafare 
are all in common, as I ihall ihew when I come ta 
the nature of their government. The people are thp 
moft ingenious and indirftrious in the world •, the 
governors aiming at nothing but the ^andeur and 
good of the public, having all the aflluencethe heart 
of man can defire, in a place where there has beeH 
no war for near three thoofand years ; there bein^ 
indeed no enemies but the inhofpitable fands around 
them, and they all confider themfelves as brother* 
©f the fame flock, and living under one common fa.*- 
ther ; fo that it is not fo much to be wondered at. 
If they are arrived at that grandeur and magnifi- 
cence as perfons in our world can fcarce believe or 
conceive. 

Remarips 

Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



I 



SiG^'OJL Qaui^xktio :di LvccA* 107 



Remarks of Signer ]§.hedi. 

( I ) tlxtremelj mjjierisus in all they i», fife] The asdent Egyp- 
tians were fo iwyftcrioDS, particula rl y m thtir rcHgjons ctrrurirv* 
nies and arcaaa of government, tbuE In ^11 piDbability the an^ 
cicnt fables, which very few yet uaddrft^nd rie Evilly, h^id ihcir 
rife from tbem; tho' the learned Z/tfr^*r/^ m W Phnikg^dcrivts 
them chiefly from theCanaanitcs, who dirpcrlijii> themrtlv«aJl 
over the world, when they fjed from Js/hitii^ hipotfii upon the 
credulous Greeks, by the different ftgnifi cations of the fam« 
words in thtir language. It is obi ctv able by the bye, ihii tii« 
raoft aacieat languages, as the HcbTijw, v.ith i:. iiiTciciiL diu^ 
Je^s, of which the Cananean or Phsnician language was one, 
>the Chinefe iangtiage, &c. tiad'S great many tignifications for 
the fame word, either from the plain fimplicity or poverty of 
the ancient languages, or more probably from.an affected myl- 
tenoufnefs in all they did. 

( 2 ) Tijignify thar reJpeB U their deceajed anceflars^ ^rj See 
the remarks before on that head, and the accounts of the wor- 
(hip of the Chinefe, who were originally Egyptians in the dt& 
putes between the Dominicans and Jefuits, where the latter 
maintained the idolatrous ceremonies and offerings made to 
their deceafed anceftors, to imply nothing but a natural and civil 
Fefpc£t. The Dominicans, on the contrary, very juftly held 
tliem to be idolatry, as they were judged to be^ and condemned ' 
as fuch by Cletnent X|. 

( 3 ) Called No'tm in their fie red language ^ ^c] Jsfephus a gainft 
j^ppint diftinguifhes two langtiAges of the ancient Egyptians, the 
one (acred, ^e other common. Their facred language was fuljl 
of myfteric% perhaps like the cabala of the Jews. 

(4) According to the numier of the days oftbejear,'\ Our au- 
t hor feems to be a little out in this place ^ for it is certain, the 
ancicQt Egyptians did not make their year to confifl of fo many 
^ys, unlefs yon will dy, that thefe people being very great af* 
tronomers, were more ezadi in then: obiervations. 

(5) The pillars iMere oj tU Corinthian order ^ QTr.] It is gene* 
rally fuppofed, that t^e different orders of pillars, as the Doric, 
the Ionic, Corinthian, ^e. came firll from the Greeks, as their 
nppeUatkms being Greek, would make us believe ; but the fa- 
moras and Ancient ;palace of Perfepolis, notwithflanding its Greek 
name, where there were hieroglyphics and infcrtpttons in cha- 
j-a^ters none could underftanJ, with 6ther reafons, (hew that the 
invention came from Egypt, or from the ancient Chaldeans', or 
rather from Seth^ Noa\ and the ancient Hebrews. It is likewifc 
-very obtsrvable.Xhatthe iaventioa of arts aadiciences caaicfrom 
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the eaft, and can be traced no higher than Neah'^ flood; tinlcf^ 
you will allow ihe fables of Setby alledgcd by the hnint^Jofe- 
fhtt in his antiqaities quoted above. All which is a very natu- 
ral confirmatioB of iht account given by Mojes^ againft our mc- 
4em fceptics. 

• (6) Jirtijiciai gardfnj^ ^c] The ancient Babylonians haA 
artificial gar(}^ns, or bortl f^nJiUs^ on the tops of their houfes, as 
early as the great Semramis-j the' HeroJotvs derives tbeir inven- 
tion from a later Bobylonian queen, who being a Mede by na- 
tion, and loving woods, and not being permitted to go out of the 
ipakce^-had thofe aitificial gardens made to -diver her. 



Continuation of the Memoirs. 

W HEN tKe ceremonies for tl^e reception of the 
urns were over, religious ceremonies with thefe peo- 
ple always taking place of the civil, (i) they pro- 
ceeded to the inauguration of the pophar regent, 
which was performed with no other ceremony, for 
reafons I fhall tell your reverences afterw ards, but 
placing him in a chair of ftate with his face towards 
the eaft, on the to|) of the higheft hill in the nome, 
to Ihew that he was to inlpedl, or overlook all, 
looting towards the temple of the fun, which flood ^ 
dire^lly ^aflward of him, to put him in mind that 
he was to take oare of the religion of his anceftors 
in the firft place. When he was thus placed, three 
hundred and fixty Hve of the chief of the nome, as 
reprefentatives of all the reft, came up to him, and 
making a refpe^fiil bow, faid, '* elz f,ophar" which 
is as much as to fay, hail father of our nation ; and 
fxe embracing them, as .a father does his children, an- 
Xwered them witX " calx henim" that is, my dear 
jchildren. As many of the women did the fame.— 
> This 
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This was all the homage thej paid him, which was 
efteemed fo iacred as never to be violated. All 
the diltindion of his habit was one great fun on his 
^peaft, much bigger than any of the reft. The prer 
cious ftones alfo, which were fet in the white nllet 
binding his forehead, were larger than ordinary, a» 
were thoCe of the crols circles oixr hb head, ter- 
fnlnated on the Tummit with a large tuft of zbld 
fringe, and a ^h|n plate of gold in the ihape of the 
fun, faftened to the top of it horizontally ; all q€ 
them, both men and women,wore thofc fillet-crowns 
with a tuft of gold, but no fun on the top, except 
the pop bar. 

As foon as ^he ceremonies and rejoicings were 
over, which were performed in tents at the public 
£xpenie, Ike was conduced with the chearful accla- 
.fnations of the people, and the found of muiical in* 
iiruments, to a moft magnificent tent in the front 
of the whole camp facing the eall, which is looked 
upon as the moil konor able, as fird feeing the rif^ 
ing fun ; and fo on by eafy journies, till he came to 
the chief town of that notne. The reafon why the& 
ceremonies were performed in the di£Ferent nomes, 
was to ihew that they all depended pn him, and be- 
caufe the empire was fo very populous, it was im- 
poiUble they could meet at one place. I can't ex- 
prefs the carefles I received from them, e&ecially 
when they found I was defcended from the fame 
race by the jnother's fide, and fo nearly related to 
the pophar. Whenever I came firft into their com- 
^ny, they all embr^ed me, men and women; \^ith 
the moft endearing tender nefs ; the young beautiful 
women did the fame, calling me brother, and catcb- 
ing me in their arms with fuch an innocent afiur<- 
ance, as if I had been their real brother left and 
£ound again. I^an't fay but fome of them feemed 
to have a fondnefs for me that feemed to be of ano- 
ther fort, and "^hich afterwards gave me a great 
M deal 
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deal xjft^rcmfeie, hitt i iitt|Tm36d1t tt) th^ ttartntfe df^ 
tkk, who ate tmaccouncftDfy mbif^ f^tt orf Ifepw ftg^y,, 
v^emi tkey taow tiothito|; ^f, X'kstn 6{ m^6fes^f 
itrtfch iRfeat^ vtenu who dWfvetfe "W^hk tfom 'eve^ 
ifey. Whether it ptdceecb from ihfe %aait rf a ftrf- 
ficie^t fotidky m their jcdgtateftt, m ff&Ui ^ ^€Vkf 
and ficfkkncft in their tiatui«, or ^Orti the ^^t '<^ 
comrddidimK, ivhich nkakei them f<md df vhiit they 

'ifot acquainted -with thfeir dfefifetsy WitiSfe, ^t 
tftore liheljr toiteep their ctfifnf el", Ife tkit ai it^lU 
their tnimudj^al^u^t gtVe^^e tt«ehtirie6fi«[e& af- 
terwards^ But to fay a word or two ikkife of th* 
mrttrre of the jieopte telbre i ptoee%d in to/ r^la- 
tibnij as I toldyoar t^eW»<fet, thejr &fe the h^-i 
fimieft iwce of f eo^plfei t tfelfevc, nafftfte e'P^t ^*. 
ducfed, with this Jonty cHfferencJe, tfrliifch !foiffie ifiltjr 
thinh a defeft, -thlrt they »e atl too itrtich Ml!fe «?ric 
OTfc^ther; Ibtrt, if it %^ la defed, it proceed* fWirit 
very ifttldable etfttfe-; that i«, frbm ^heir fptiii^fi^ 
ftom one f ^JtSilj^, Withom aiiy Wixmre tf driFen?iit 
tiations m thm tdodd •, ^4) they have nddierVars 
jior traffic ^th oih^r people, to kdnlferate th«ir 
VKte, for whidi teafon they hnb^ nothrrfg of die 
vices ftreh a comtfietee «^n t)titi^*'«lt)^'g tv'ith it;:^ 
Their eyes are fometMrig too fifekll, but nc^ fo lit- 
tle as thofe of theChiiiefe ; Aeir hair ii IJeheridly 
ijkct, and iadlinedfO^e a little cfo'jypcd'or frrMted, 
"^S) andtheiir<^0in|d€i^40nl>ro^; htft their^attfres 
are the Afoft •exaiJt amd i^egfilafr itt^ginable ; iand 5ti 
the BUonntainoSi^ "f^ns tofwa^fda the line, where thte 
dr ii cooter.thej^Ure father feiterthan^ttrlt^Kansf; 
•<4) the menace ttnmi^ity'lvell &a|>ed, tall ana 
flender, except ^h>^ T<SiHe ^fct^ideniral jdefoi^ty, 
vhieh is very Yare t4>^* ^^e Ivfedto^fii who ^eep them^ 
li^ves mci^ Ivithin door^, a^e the moft l^eatttifift 
lOf^tur^ an! the Shd^ fiisyed m the t^dvld, e^'- 
't^, as-I faid^ }>0^ t^ liiuc^ ailS^e. Th^is fAJtcK 

an 
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urn itlAoc^Bt fw^nds ia thjut beauty, and fuch « 
iDkaliye okode&y in th«ir counteoaace, as can't bje de- 
iciribed. A bokl Ibrwardnefs in a wcwnan, i$ what 
th^7 difiilce ; and to gWe theiaL tberr due, ^ven tke 
WOioev ar« the moft ekaiiiie I ever Icnew^ which is 
partly ovti^ ta the early and provident aare of thei? 
gciY«Tnoj8. But^ as I defign to make a feparate ar* 
ii^cle of the e^cation of their }foung peo|iW) I ihall 
^ay no moxe at prefect on that head. 

The vl&ations which we ipade to carry the urns, 
gave BO*' an opportunity of feeing the ^eatell part 
p{ tbeir country as foon as I canie there ; tho' the 
pophar with a lefs retinue, and witlr whom- 1 alw.ap 
^as, vifited them more particularly afterwar3s.-«i- 
The country is generally more hilly than plain, an d 
in fome parts: even mountainous ; ther/^ are, as I 
faid, vaft ridges of mountains^ wluch run feveral 
kundred miles, either under, or parallel to the equa* 
tor. Thefe are very cold, and contribute very muck 
to render t]|e climate more temperate than might 
othexwi&he e^ped^d, both by refrigerating the ais 
wkh. cocdingbreezes, wMcE are waft«d &om thence 
«ver the re^ of the country, and by fupplying the 
plains >^ith innumerable rivers running both north, 
and^uth, but chiefly to^; ari the north. (5) Thefe 
hills, and the -great woods they are generally covered 
with, are die pccalion of the couptry^s being fub- 
jfi£k tq rains , (6) there are vaft forefls and places 
;Hrhic|i |hey cut doy/n. apd deftroy as- they want room,^ 
iea^ng leSer groves for beauty and variety, as well 
as ufe ai^d conveniency. The rains and hillineis of 
the country mak^ travelling a little incommodious v 
but then they afford numberleis fprings and rivu- 
lets, with fuch delicious vales, that adding this to 
the honefty and innocence of the inhabitants, one 
vould think it a perpetual paradife. The foil is 
fb prodigioufly fertile, not onjgr in different forts of 
graia and rice, wit^ a fort of wheat much larger 
M a. and 

Digifeed by CjOOQ IC 



Ill Tm MEMOIRS o» 

and richer in flower than any Indian wheat I tvei 
faw ; but particularly in an inexhauflible variety of 
fruits^ legumes, and eatable herbs of fuch nouriih- 
ing juice, and delicious tallev that to provkle fruit 
for luch numbers of people is the leaft of their care, 
—One would think the curfe of Adam had fcarce 
reached that part of th& world; or that providence 
had prpportioned the fertility of the country to the 
innocence of the inhabitants •, not but the induftry 
and ingenuity of the people, joined with their per- 
petual pa^ce and reft irom external and almofl in- 
ternal broils, contribute very much to their riches 
and fertility. Their villages being moft of them 
built on the . rivulets, for manufa(ftures~and trades, 
are not to be numbered* Their hills are full of me- 
tallic mines of all forts, with. materials fufficient to 
work them ; filver is the fcarceft, and gold almoft 
the moft plentiful •, it cpmes outxjftentimes in great 
lumps from the mineral rocks, as if it wept out from 
<lieetween the joints, and afterwards by the natural 
Ikeat of the earth, or other unknown c^nifes. This^ 
gold is more dudlile, eafier to work, and better for 
all ufes, than that which is draiwn from the oise.--- 
Their inventions for arts, and all manner for (I won't 
fay purpofes) even the magnificence of life, are 
afto|jifhing. When I fpoke of tKeir fruits'; I ihould 
have mentioned a fmall fort of a grape that grows 
there natur?illy, of which they make a wine, fharp 
atfirft, but which will keep a great many years,, 
mellowing and imprQving as it is kept ; but the 
ehoiceft grapes, which are chiefly for drying, are 
cultivated among them, tho' a .very little pains doth 
it. Their wines are more cordial that inebriating ; 
but a fmaller fort diluted with water makes their 
conftant drink.^— I don't remen»ber I ever faw any 
homed beafts in the country, except goats of a very 
large fize, which fer«e them for milk, tho' it is ra- 
zataer too rich: deer there axe innumerable, of 

more 
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nore different kinds than are in Europe. There is 
a little hesA fee^iin^gly of a fpecics Jsetween a roe 
and a &eep, whofe nefh is the moft m)uri£hing and 
delicious chat caa b^ tafted ; thefe make a dilh iji 
all their feafts,^ad are chiefl/ referyed for th?t end- 
fh^r fowl,- both wild ^nd jta«^e,.make the great eft 
part of ^ir food.; as .to fiefia.-meat, they don't eat 
much, it being, as they think, too grofs food.— 
The rivers and lakes are ftor^ with vail qua.n- 
mies of mo^ e^cquiiite iiih, particulf.rly a galdea 
tiout, ^Koie beUy is of a brighjt ik^enht colour, as 
delegable to t^ palace as to the eye. They fup- 
pofe fiih to be more noorifliing and eafier of digef- 
jion than flefli, for which reafoin th^ey eat much. 
miot^ of ix V but haviiog ao civer^^ that lam into the 
lea, they want all of ^at kind; 

Their horfes, as I al>rtjrved before^ are but IjnalK 

' ^,ut full of mettle and li t^c , a n d e x t re m c ly IV if t j ih^/ 
jbaye a.wiid afs larger .tKiui the horle, of all the co- 
lours of the rainbow, very llroii^, and profitable for 

'%urden and drudgery ; but theif gr^^at carriages are 

* lirawja by elks •,. the. dro med a rles ar e f o r t r a v el il « g 
4)ver the fands.. The rivers, at lead in the plain and 
low co$un tries,. arJe .cut mw €^4:1 is by- which they 
carry moil of their provifion. and effe^s ail over t^ 

' couhtrjfi- This is only a. fmall iketch of the nature 
«f the coimtry^ becaufe I Jtaow thefe Baatter&tdon'c 
fall under the cogni*a»ce ^ yottr reverences fo muck 
•• rthe account of their religion, mx>rals, cuiloms^. 
laws, ajid gpvernment *, yet I muit fay that for riches, 

' jienty of all cjelicacies of life, ni^ufa;<^ories, inven- 
(tions of arts, and every thk^ th^t conduces^ to make 
this mortal ftate as happy as is poflible, no country 
in the known world caii parallel it •, tho* there arfe 
fpme inconveniencies, as your reverences will ob- 
serve, as I go oa. with my relatioA^ 
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Remarks of Signer Rhedi. 

(i) ReBgiowt cenmotUei almays taking place of the ei'vil^ SfcJ 
The mod polite nations of antiquity, even among the heathen?^ 
gave the preference to religion, before alt other cohfiderations ; 
at for the chriflian religion, the' of late, perfbns of feme wit, lit- 
tle judgment, and no morah, call it m qaedion, it is weH known^ 
. men become more men a« they become cbrtftians. The light 
of faith brought in learning^ politencfs, humanity, juftice, aixl 
equity, mftead of that ignorance", and a brutal barbarity, that 
ovcrlprcad the face of the earth ; and the want of it will lead ns 
in time into the fame enormities which religion has taught us to 
forfake ; on which account it is the paxt of all wife governments, 
to countenance and prelcrvc rcrigion, 

(2) fVithout any mixture of different nations in their hhod^ To* 
eittu fays much tpe fame of the Germans, fpfe eorum opinionibus 
accede y qm Gcrmam^e popuhs nuUtt aRarum natiomtm connubUt iH' 
feSloSy proprium & ^nceram €f tanqMom fnij^ndUm gentem exfitifi 
tnrhitrantur.* I agree,, fays he, with their opinion, who think- 
ing the people of Germany fo peculiarly like one another, bt- 

caufc they have not^bcen corrupted by marriages "with other na- 
tionp. They were noted in AugufiusU time to have blue cyes,*a» 
mod of the native Germans have at this day. I remember I f&w 
a review of a German regiment in the city of Milan, where a4- 
a|o(l every one of the common foldier^i had blue eyes- No wofi- 
der therefore, if thefe Africans our author fpeaks of, fhould be fo 
like one another. 

(3) Frizmled hzir^ (^c,"] The ancieiit Egyptians, accordiag^ to 
Merodottu and Bochart^ were^fo, ^ 

■(4) Fairer than our ItaJianr^&c.'] Tho* our Italians are fomc^ 
thin|^more fwarthy than the northern Tramontani, yet our la- 
dies Iceeping much in the houfe firom their childhood, have^very 
.'6»e fkins, and excel all others for delicacy of features. J 

( § ) 5|</ c^fiy totooards the nortiy. &c.] U is remarkable, th*t 
rooft fprings rife from the north fide of the hills, and more rivers 
mn northward than fouthwscrd, at Icaft on this fide of the line, 
tho* the obfervation does not always hold ; the reafon may be, 
for that there are more mifts and dews hanging on the north 
fide, becaufe the fun dries up the moifture on the fouth fide of 
the mountains, more than on the north •, tho' perhaps all fprings 
don't rife from rain and mills, ^r. yet mod do. 

(6) It is well known to the naturalifts, that great woods arfd* 
hills colleft clouds and' vapours, and confequently caufeitto 
rain more there than in other places. 

* Tacitus de morihuf Germanorusn. 

X I fancy Signot Rhcdi ncycx ikw our Eogliih beauties.;* 
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Continuation of the Memoirs. 

JD E F O R E t come to tL^ Temainlng occurrences 
.of my own.life, in which nothing very extraordinary 
happened till I came away» unlefs I reckon the ex- 
traordinary happinefs I was placed in, as to all things 
of this life, in on^e of the moil delicious regions of 
the univerfe, married to the regent's daughter whofe 
picture is there before you, and the deplorable loiV 
of her with my only remaining ion, (here he could 
Dot refrain from weeping for lome time) as well as 
the prefent Hate to wnich I am reduced v tho' I muft 
own I have received more favourable treatment than 
could be well expected. I ihall ^ve your reverences 
a faccinifl account of their religion, laws, and cuf- 
toms, which are almoft as^far out of the common 
■way of thinking of the reft of the worlds as theix 
country 



OF THEIR RELIGION. 

J. H E religion of theie people is really idolatrf 
in the main v tho' as fimple and natural as poffible 
for heathens. They indeed will not acknowledge 
themfelves to be heathens in the fenfe we take the 
word; that.i^, worflupping of falfe gods, (i) for 
•they have an abhorrence of idolatry in words as well 
as the Chinefe, but are idolaters in. effe<ft, worihip- 
ing the material fun, and paying thofe fuperllitious 
rites to their deceafed aacellors > ofwhicn part of 

theit 
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tl*eir religion your reverences have had afWl account 
alread/. Theie p^pl# however acknowledge one 
fupreme God, mM:er of all things, "whom they call 
MIJ^ or the moil high of all. This, they fay, natu- 
ral reafbn teacher them from an argument, tho' good- 
in itfeW, yet formed after a dilFerent way of argu^ 
in^^ from other people. They fay all their owi^i 
wildom, or that, of all the wifeft men in the world', 
put together, could never form this gloriour world 
m all Its caufesand efFefts,, fo juiHy adapted to iti^; 
refpeftive ends, as it is with, refpeft t^- every indi- 
vidual fpecies. Therefore the author of it rayft be- 
a being infinitely wifer than all intellectual beings- 
As for the notion of any ching^rpducingitfedf witn-- 
put a prior caufe, they lau^h at it,-andaflc, why wt 
don't fee fuc^ efifeA^ produced withput a caufel. 
Hence they hcMi only one iftdependeijt caufe, and 
that there muft be one, or notning could ever be* 
produced. Tho* they joiake a ^od of the fun, they^ 
don^t fay he is independent aito his owu being ; bttt. 
that he received it from this J?/. Some qf the wifef • 
fort, "Vrhen I argued witji them,ieeraed to actftow- 
led^ thefun to be a material being created hj'God);^ 
but others think him to be a fort of vicegerent, '}yf' 
whom the El perform* every thing as- the chief in- 
ftrumental caufe of -all productions. This is the: 
reafon that they addrefs all their prayers to the fun,, 
tho* they ^Uev -aE pp^er is^o be ^rferrcd origi- 
nally to the EL The men look upon the mopn^t^^ 

women feem tp ,m^e :a gojidefs, of h$r, by reafon io£ 
the influence ^ h^ ,<^er that fex ; j^nd'fooli:QpJ^ 
think,, fee bj*ingj^ fprtlv every pipbonth when ftie is at 
^he full,^ «in4 wki the %r» ase l^r'&ai9kd;^thefun> 

childr^e^ 

♦ The old Arabians Jby At or perhaps Ely mean foracthing 
.very grand or high, as MCair for Orapd Cairv-'a/f/^pigr, for the 
fcigBcft cjiymiftry, ^c, I wonder ^Igiwr Rfy^. 4ook» no aot^ 
lyf tttti in bis remaxl&St 
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chitoren.' They all of them, both men and women^ 
left fatisfied in their belief, without any difputes or 
fludied notions about a being £0 iniinitcfly above 
them^ thinking it much better to adore him in the 
inscrutability of his eifence^ in an humble fUence, 
than to be difputing about what they cannot com- 
prehend ; all their fearch is employed in f<(tond 
eaufes,. and the knowledge of nature as far as it ma/ 
be ufeful to men. 

Ikc^jsitor.-— I hope you don*t deny but that 
fome men may have wrong notions of the deity in 
which they ought to be fet right by wifer and more 
learned men than themfelves ; by confequence ail 
:^arches and difputes about the being and nature 
of God are not to be condemned* 
- Gavoiktio.— No, may it pleafc jrour rever- 
ences^ for I prefume you only underftand me now as 
xeprefenting otlier peoples* opinions^not my own, 
-which is entirely conformable to what the catholic 
church teacher* I often told the pophar, to whom 
X could &eak my mind whk all the ireedem k thr 
-world, that as no mortal man could pretend to tell 
vhat belonged to the incomprehenfibility of God's 
efience, yet our reafon obliging ua to believe hia 
being, it was neceffary by the iame reafon that we 
ftouid be inllruAed by himfelf, or fome lawgiver 
immediately com^miiEoned by him^lell we fbould err 
in {q material a point* This lawgiver w"e chriftians 
believe he did fend, by giving us his only fon,^ who 
-was capable of in^ui^ing us in what belonged to 
the eternal God-Head ; that he did not only give us 
the juileft notions we could pofiibly have, but con- 
firmed the truth of what he laid with fuch iigns an4 
-wonders, as none but one fent from God could per* 
form* 

iNqtrisiTOR — Go oi». . 

Gaumntio— Whenlfaidfr they a(klrefs>all their 
prayers and taoA of the external actions of the is 

worihip 
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ivs^rftkip to ik^ fuB, it \9 oo a^couat of'tlieb; bellev-t 
wg tm t^ Ve tk# pliy$9iil: pivfe of ^he i^radw^iQn 
f$ ail thmgi Vy hi| «^wal ii^uwace ; Mjhicii> tho^ 
tlik« wiftx fopt Q? tb^ttb wK^ you came t^ region 

and (b^e of tb«oft. w411 9wn him to b^ a nser« iiwite? 
tial bting, mov^ fey a priojF cattfe, ye* the gen©-r 
lality of tV«m dou't i«ft«<8 on, thia v but are realljp 
guilty of idolatry in worftiipinfr ^ ware treAturfir- 
KevertUekfa^ as W ih© aupral effefts of tk^ univerfey, 
«r th© free >iftktM of mft% w^ refoeS tQ 6<^tyy 
ju^e^ goodfii^s, ui^igWef^, ajntd tWlilcA^'^hick 
thuy- allow tQ ht piop^yiy tie duty of raiioii«l erea- 
lui?e^ aad ^ «judfc grea^f i^o«ieq<i«9ee tkan tW 
phyfical part of the. vorWi thU I Uy^ihmj all refe» - 
t^ tb^ fiipeo^ being, whcrfe, will it is^ thiy iko«ld' 
be ipaQrc«uU |«od,juft».aiKl emutable to all, qgrejH 
fbfer i!8t tke j^ laotuonaof tte ^-wi£e^ autb^of 
tbeif ««iftence> whofe fupi^me reafon hidn% inojk^ 
i>«ble of ^^ ir^^uMi biao^ ouglu to be the lulc of 

iKeafarepffrCickerafii bis perfe^laoDs. Tka^eoi^rBr 
this xtotioix by a iiecy pvopef eonpaii&n ; ikat, a# 
f&t example, t& a^ contrary to the laFWS. of natuie 
kk pKyfical pxediiifiioaiis, is to produce txuan&toxtm 
births, C^tf. fo to a& contrary to tiiie ideas ol the. f4e 
«re»e 3*e«^n in moral cafes, mufl be a gneat de^ 
tanutyt in his £gbt* Z own I was charmed- with thii: 
natural way^ of xcafoi^ngv 2tnd iJced them furtheiv 
wh^tb^r they belieyed t}|e fuprene hain^ troubM- 
bsmfejf about the asor ai pari of the world,, qv the 
free anions of men ? T^s^ feemed^ fur|>rifed at the 
i|iieiHon,, and a&ed use, whether I thoug&t it m^ 
fro^ble ke fbouLd leasre the nobleft part oyH of hU^ 
care, when he took the pains (that was ttheir ei- 
preffion) to create the leaft inie^ acconc^ngto the^ 
mek eaa^ riilas of art and knowledge, beyond alL 
that the act of maan caa eojae up to. t Alfred th^^ 

r^again,. 



*likt ff^ie alj^iitt, fttcli iw inati, fot Ttoft^hce, Aotalt 
^loW iA tS^ direaibh dfth^it lives? Thty told Wife 
iedofe, j^fkicfe, ittd ^ity, fo iftiit itkte of t%ie fb^ 
VreAit tetffbh in hiAi-, for, feid they, catfi ybu tWA 
we fBp¥gifcfe l>cipg ckn a^prbire of tife e^itorMot^s ac- 
idoxw eotefciStftifd hy liieh ; -or iksK any vile prtK^kcfc 
5!^a'n be iccb¥dbg led elite jiA idWs >af his reafoti ; if 
^ot, '^hfejr ^i^ift fe coiitVarjr to %\te hf«R light of ¥Wt^ 
Ihm, a^tbtfy in Ood bdt itiah, ««d thefefohre MMfe 
^o %e pthfifki^ by the Jirft «govertiot ^f l^i. I 
fubmit thefe BotioDS to your reverences t^^i«rjttdig». 
<Ateht, bttt I thought thdcn Veiy «rttao«^ttity for 
^tfofirs -who %»d "ftcfthi^g hvtt thfe light of Hfittirfe t% 
tfiretft thetti. ta is pity but th^y ha(d be«i as *i^ 
in ^tir ihOlHg ffemotc i-nffei-idWces as-they %'eye in tiwft 
^rilM:%^feis. The fiitn ^^ereffbrfe oif ^hfe 'thefo^ei^tal 
7>itrl of theii- itelJgion, is 'fii*ft, ^that the iB/ is nhe fo»- 
Jrrfcfme, iwfelle<autl, r^itibnal, 'iticid ttioft 'fefolbfk of ^ 
'bcJn^ ; that k is'the Htity t)f ^11 4fitelle^hitd ^ekigls 
4o fmi^ite thejuft ItRvh of feafoh in hith, <>they\V^i& 
Ithey depart frofti the fti|)i*eme rules of iall thfeir kc- 
560*8, fitHtfe Wh*t 4*^ con^ai^ io the fndft perfe<a lea- 
fbn 4n <3dd, ito^ft be doiittary ro <j>ulr ow%i, a^ b^ 
«btife<jiience of a deformity highly blaaneablein his 
a^ ; aM their pray^ft UtA ■Vv'hsftfever 4hey feflc^ 
\hr$ fupreme ^eing is, ^htft they may be juft atid 
^ood-ashfeis. Sefoiidly, tfhattheiim istfliecfhief, 
'at leaft in4l¥ihri«al -catffe ^f theit b^di^s, and ail 
Mother phy iickl effeift^. YcWr revtt-cnccs h^ty^ h-ct- 
*t€T thdti I ^c9n ihfortJi yo«, that 'this is wi*ong. Ti> 
Irtlh they aMreft 'th'ci^p^rajrers foirthe pr€fe»vati«ii 
*^tht^ir^V^9,ithe fruits oTthe '^ai»di, '£sf<r. Hiirtily, 
^Atih ^hefr ^wetit* «*e the rtwye idnwedfetfe iiiAi*- 
^rtenHil eaWe ttf *AeiT i^tfrfil behijpr, ^hich theyde- 
VFre 'pttrfly *om the fe, aird partly from the fun ; 
^«ttil they Ireteirencfe them the^ore Oh^hrs accoaflit, 
«5 being the vicegereiits of both, aiiS l>dieve i^ttm 

to 
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to he immortal, as to the fpiritual or intelle^ual 
|)art, and confequcntly able and read/ to aflifl them 
according to th,e refpe<5t they (hew them by re- 
verencing their tombs and honoring their memories. 
Tho' upon a nicer examination I found, that the 
fuperilitious worfliip they pay their deceafed ancef- 
lors, was as much a politic as a religious inilitution, 
'becaufe their govermnent being patriarchal, thi^ 
inviolable relpeift they £hewi:o their parents makes 
xhem obey their elders or governors, not only witk 
the moft dutiful obfcrvance, but even 'with a iilial 
love and alacmy. 

There are fome other points of lefs confequence» 
and reduceable to thefe three heads, which your 
reverences will obferve in the courfe of my rela- 
tion. As for the immortality of the foul, rewards 
s^nd punifhments in another life, they believe both* 
tho' th^y have an o^d wsgr ^f explaining them* 
Thcf fuppofe, without any hefitation, that the foul 
is a eeing indepeiident of matter, as to its elTence, 
iiaving Acuities of thinking, willing, and chuiing, 
which mere matter, let it be fpun ever fo iine, and 
"atftuated by the quick eil and the moft fubtle mo- 
tion, can never be capable of; but their notion of 
,pre-exiftence with the JS/, before they were ient 
into bodies, is very confufed^ The rewards and pu- 
niihmenu in the next life, they believe will chieflj 
coniiil in this : that in proportion as their af^ions 
have been conformable to the juft ideas of the fu- 
|>reme being in this life, partaking- ftill more an4 
more of his infinite wifdom, fo their fouls will ap-- 
|>rO;ach ftill nearer to the beautiful intelligence of 
their divine model in the next. Bxit if their actions 
in. this life have, been confiftent with xht fuprem/^ 
xeafon in God, they fliall be permitted to go on fcur 
-ever in that inconfiftency and difagreement,tiU the/ 
become fo monftrouily wicked and enormous, as to 
i^ecome srbcminable even to themfelves* 

* A Of 
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OF THEIR OPINION CONCERNIJTQ THE 
TRANSMIGRATION OF SOULS, 

AND THE SCIENCE OF PHYSIOONOMt, 

1 F OUN D the Fifeft of t]»^m h^U tK^ melemp- 
^choiis, or the tmtilisugratioQ of fo^ak, jf i) not as. 
« pumfhment ip the next Ufe^ at fol&e of tke m^imt 
hesLthen philo£>ph€f9 did, but U a ptuiiflMiitnt ia. 
tkU ; the chief |>uniih^ent in (}ie next was explain? 
«d above. ^ This t^nfinieratjion of ioub is quite 
dilfeTenr fvqm t3ie received i^iioti ^ tkti ir<>fd, vitt^ 
:ftead of believing at ^e, anj^tiitt dui ik^t thejGMk 
«of wicked ^^ valupmiatut «mb$^ fi£tbr ihtW de«th% , 
tranfini^ted into b^t afbcotduig t^ ^e &i«Ut«de : 
of their vicious inclination^) tiU l>a:|Si6g thro' (Hte 
ailifiial into, ^ot^er, th^ W6H!i>«?fi)kted.t«rc«Bifi« 
mence men a»ain jv I f^T^ theft^^^^pfe^ in^Btead ^f i 
beUevingi[hi^hi0^d;ijaftc|»fjF«^ dif- . 

fCTfgiji.^urc ; Ji^tt^tt^^ of ^jt enlcr JM> . 

)>fUtfE^ but^h^t t|Le fi0vVf>f !^'u^^<«Mr iiH^'ti^ 
bodies of men .^w-n^iin thi^ltf(|^ t'tik^ .&jr Jfor ..ex- ^ 
aipple, that the bodies of men aiftd wom^l^ are Uttk 
ddicate habitations, that thefo«dsof br^e» 9xit pn«. 
|>etuall7 envying th^m^ , and cofi^itriving tpi ipet.ii^. 1 
themi that ijnlel^s the djivinfljght of redbn bt^cr* 
petualiy a^tcn4©d.|o, thefe Wu^^i^j^uhlteal in \xjat^ , 
then5]an4 cl^un up th^ rational fovU <£> ^h«t' it: ihali - 
not be ^ble tofiQvemjiJ^e bpdjFj iKleft k bct id ean^ 
on the de£gn| ^f ^f]^ brutal ibui .•rat beft> -o^jr 
niahe fome Taint e^oHs. to g^ 0ut ojF |t| flavedrjr* I 
tool: it at &i^, that tl^s fj&iii wM lli«[|l7,'tUiigdu*.j 
tal, to flie^ the fimllitude between ^ pa^oi^ of 
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which they pretend to difcover thpfe pafSons ; I 
ifaj, they pretend to know by thefe what brutal 
foul lays nege to the rational foul, or whether it 
has already taken poffeffion of its poft. If they are 
ftrangers, they prudently take care to avoid their 
company, or at leaft are on their guard not to hav% 
any dealings with them in matters obnoxious to the 
brutal foul they think them poffeffedby: But if 
the perfon attacked by thefe brutal fpirits'are of 
their own nation, they immediately forewarn fucK 
to be 6n their guard, by which, and the dread they 
have entertained from their youth of thefe brutal 
enemies, they are kept in fuch order, that^ as I faid^ 
I never faw fuch moral people in my life ; the worft 
is, they are extremely inclined to be proud, and have 
too great a value for themfelves,. defpiiing in their 
hearts all other nations, as if they wer6 nothing but 
Brutes in human ftiape. (3) However, their wife 
men take as much care as poflible to correA this 
fiault, as far as the ignorance of the laws of grace 
.^:ii ^11 ^„r • bv "Dutting them often in mind of the 

miferies and infirmities of humatt life, WAicft be»f - 
Teal evils, muD: be in puni&ntent of fome fault *> that 
fke mofl perfecft are liable- to. death, which makdl 
iko diilindtion between them and the. reft of the 
world* Befidiss th^, humility, and a commiferation 
for the defeds of othert, is one- of the rays of the 
divine light that is ta guide them. From fuch do- 
cuments and inftrudlions of the wifer fort, though, 
^ley do not care to have any correfpondence with, 
other people, feeing them fo poffeffed with thp£»^ 
brutal fouls, yet they are a moft courteous and conn,' 
pafiionate people in all their behaviour. 

Remarks of SignorRhedu 

( I ) They htidthe meUmpJyQhftt^ 9r traf{fmig ration of fails. 1 This 
©pioioa was very anclajt, ajod came originally from Egypt, 
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where Pythagoras learned it \ though perhaps not liking this way 
of employtng it, He altered it quite from wliat thefe men held^ 
which is the lefs irrational of the two. Though with Sig*9r 
(fauiemtio^% leave, I can never believe, thefe wife men really held 
that. opinion, but only und.erftood it allegorically ; I muft own 
at the Tame time, fome of the ancients did hold Uie other me- 
tempfychofis. : ' 

, (2) *Thai-ofa tygrefs made themfo ctnul^ fiTc] Tliis ootion of 
the traafmigrattoa of the fouU of brutes into men and women 
iu ihis life, particularly into the latter, was not unknown to the 
ancients, though explained fomething after a different way: 
witnefs a remaining fragment of SimomJes, a very ancient Greek 
poet, to that eftca. • 

' (3) Sruta m bwmnjbapty 6?^ .] The Chinefe, whom I have 
proved to be defccnded from the firft Egyptian*:, are fuhject to 
the like pride and contempt of other people; faying, that all 
other nations ha^^e but one eye, whereas nature ha? given them 
two ; fignifyini^ thereby,, how much wifcr they think thcmfckci 
than other men. - 



Continuation ^ of the Memoirs. 



. OF THEIR LAWS AND CUSTOMS. 

\J V E R and above what has been faid alread/ 
^of the nature and cufloms of thefe people, their It ws 
are very few ia number; but then they are pro- 
digiouily exaft in the obfervance of them. I have 
,often heaid the pophar make very fevere reilecflions, 
vContrar/ to his cuftom, on the lawyers of other 
countries who make laws upon laws, and add pre- 
vC€pt5 upon precepts, till the endlefs number of them 
N 3 makes 
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Knakes the fundamental part to be forgotten ; leav- 
ing nothing but a confufed heap of exj^natibns^, 
which may caufe ignorant people to doubts whether 
there is any thing in eameft meant by the l^ws or- 
not» " If I forbid my fon," fays he, ** to do any 
wrong to any one, what need^i* there of reckoning: 
up all the particulars by which a perfoar may be 
wronged? Shew but the faift ow bothr fidfes, any 
man of fenfe and equity can tell if there be* any- 
wrong^ done or not ; for if you mult^ly an infinity^ 
of circumftances, it will be much more difficult to* 
decide what is right orwhdt is wrong,„than if you' 
precifely and ab&lutely forbid any injury ivhatfo- 
ever.'* 

It is ^Imoil incredible with what nicety and eouity 
their judges determine thofe few difputea, they nave? 
among them, in a few minutes. To weigh the me- 
rit* of the caufe by the weight of the purfe, would^ 
be counted' by them one of the greateft enormities^ 
There are no courts for difputea of this nature ; all 
i« done by laying the cafe before theix public af- 
femblies, or before any ontf oi* two pnideAtandjuH 
men, and the affair is finally decided at once* *A1L 
the law meum and tuum among them is, thoujhalt 
do no wrong to any one, without entering into any 
further niceties ' Such ast explanatory fuppofitions>, 
fay they, oftn^ fiiew people how tiey may ingjenir 
oufly contrive, to do an injury than how to avoid lU. 

Their law* therefore are nothing but the firft. 
princijples of natural jufticei judged* and* explained' 
by the elders in tke public hearing of all who have? 
a mind to come in, as the fa<5ts are brought in t^. 
diipute. 

The worfhip of the Deity, and that exceflive andi 
even fuperllitious reverence theypay to thew parents^ 
both alive and de^d, is fo carefully inculcated into 
them from their infancy, that there ia no.nced.of 

any 
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tny wrkten law to enforce k. They look on a mair 
to be poiTefred with fome brutal foul who ihoulcl 
pretend to call in qucftion, or negledt this duty. 

Th^re k a pofitive law among them,, not to.fhed 
human blood voluntariLy. (1)^ They carry this fun- 
damental law of nature to fuch a height, that they 
never put any one ta death even for murdbr, which 
very rarely happens; that is,, once in feveral ages- 
—If it appears that a. perfon has really nnirdered 
another, a thing they think almoll impofiible, the 
perfcKi convi(51e4 is ihut up from all commerce of 
men, with proviiions to keep him alive as long as 
nature allows. After hi* death the fa<ft is pro- 
claimed; as k was when they ihut him up, over all 
tlie nomes* His name is blotted out of their genea- 
logies; then his dead body is mangled jull in the 
Ifeime manner as he killed the innocent, and after- 
wards burnt to afhes> which are carried up to the 
higheft part of the deferts, and. then toiled up into 
the air, to be carried away by the winds blowing 
from their own country ; nor is he ever more to be- 
reckoned as one of their race ; and there is a general 
mourning obferved throughout the kingdom for 
xune days. 

There is alio an exprefs law againft adultery and- 
wkoredbm, which are likewife puni&ed zher death. 
If perfoBs are caught in adultery, they are ihut up 
apart till deatb ; then they are expofed naked as 
they were furprifed, and the body of the woman 
treated after the moil ignominious^ manner for three 
days^ after which they are burnt,, and their aihea 
difperfed as before, (2) Whoredom is only puniih- 
ed in the man, by chaining him to a he-goat ^ and. 
the woman to a falt-hHch^ and leading them thus 
Tound the nomet All in the refpe<ftive nome, nten 
and women, are to be prefent at the more iignal 
punifhments; and parents are obliged to explain to 
their children the wickednefsc and horror of the 

crimes. 
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crime^ for a warnine for the future^ I forgot to^ 
tjell your reverences^ that if the woman brijigs forth.: 
hy adultery, the child is preferved till able to-be 
carried with them when they go into Egypt, and 
there given to fome ftranger, with ample provi- 
lions for its Maintenance, but never to be heard of- 
more. (3) 

. There is alfo one particular I fiiould have mea- 
tioned, relative to injuilice. If,, fbr example, the 
elders find there has been any coniiderable mjuftice 
done, the criminal is obliged to reftore nine times 
the valuer If any one be convifled to have impofed 
upon the judges, he is to be fent out to the ikirts of 
the country to live by himfelf,^ for a time propor- 
tionable to his guilt,, with a mark on his forehead,, 
for all/perfons to avoid him, left he fiiouldinAil 
his principles into others. All other matters are 
regulated rather by cuilom than by laws,.which will 
be feen when I come to the form of their govern:- 
ment,^ and other particular inilitutions* 



Remarks of Signer Rhedi. 

• {i) ■^gaittftJbedMngofiIood,^c.'\ Thcfc people defcendiog 
from Mifrmmy who might know the patriarch Noaby ai^d migS 
have learnt by tradition the punifhment of Caiu for the murder 
of his brother ^bel, carried that opinion to an exceft." Thcfe 
people, be they who they will, or not be at all, I can*t but ob- 
ferve, how inexcufableythc wickednefs of men was from the be- 
ginning, without blaming God, as fome libertines do, .for leav. 
ing them in ignorance. 

The wicked Ham, or Cham, was in the ark with Noah, and 
lived many years before the deluge, (the truth of which is at- 
teftcd by ancient hiftory as well as by fcripture and faith) and 
(aw the dreadful puniihment inflicted on the world for fin ; could 
not he have learnt godlinefs and the reward for it, of his father 
Noabf Could not Ham have taught his own children, tlicy 
theirs, and fo on > But they corrupted their own ways, and 
thereby (hewed the neccffity of the Jaw of gri^cc and revelation. 
. . > (i) Sec 
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(2) Sec the bifhop of Mcaux's univcrfal hillory conccrniog t^ 
Egyptians, part 3. and of their punifhmcnts after death'. 

(3} A9d Miver beard cfmore^ ^c.] With o6r author** leave, 
tills is not fuch a juft and coiupaffionate part,* to turn innocent 
children out among people whofe cufloths they had fuch a horror 
of, only for their parents faults : for though the maxim be good, 
** twtf4f#« irWi/,** yet the care they took of their VdtJth, nrtd 
ihe TDonl l&ftrtt£^ton they f av« th^aii might mak« ^«m ftbbtr 
the cxlj&f I of thf ir pue&ti. 



Cpntihuation of the Memoirs. 



^ OP THEIR FOKM UF ibr\jivi!;Ki>iJVl£Nl-^ 



X HEIR form of goverament, as I Lad th« 
honor to aeauaint your reverences before, is patri- 
ni^ehal, which they pteferve inviolably, as being the 
moft tenacious people in the world of their primi- 
tive inftitutions. But- the order of rfie fuccemon is 
extremely particular, to keep up the eqtiality of 
brotherhood and dignity as 6xa<ft as they can. Your 
teverencesjl prefume, remember that they all fprung 
from one family, (and lived as fuch when they were 
driven out of Egypt) the head of which was prieft 
of the fun. This government they had obierved 
ever finoe Mifraim took poffeflion of that land for 
his habitation* But' when they were fecured from 
tjll the world in the firft vale, as was mentioned be- 
fore^ 
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fore, they eftabliflied that form of government after 
a particular manner. The firft pophar fettling in 
that vale with his five fon« and aa many daughters 
with their hulbands, governed them during Hfe as 
father or patriarch of them all. Their pfodigiQus 
Visneration for their parents and feparation from all 
other people, render this form infinitely more prac- 
ticable than can be well imagined. As they were 
children of one man, the intereft of the whole was 
the intereft of every particular. All the nation of 
the firft tranfmigraiion were children, grand chil- 
dren, or great grand children of the good old man 
who conducted them thither. Having no wars or 
voyages at fea, nor commerce with the diftempers,. 
as well as vices of other nations, who generally dif- 
fer in their way of living as well as their climate ; 
having nothing of this, I fay, to deftroy their people,- 
they not only mcreafed prodigioufly, without plu- 
rality of wives, but by that and their almoft primitive 
way of living ; they preferved their^lives to a great 
old age, moft of them living above a hundred years,^ 
Siti* feme of thea above r hundred and fifly. The 
firft pophar, fay their memoirs, lived till a hundred 
and fifty five, and his eldeft fon, his fucceffor, benjg 
more robuft than himfelfv to* a hundred and fixty* 
Prefentbr after his eftabliflbment in the firft yal^, he 
divided his fmall dominions into five nomes, or go- 
vernments,, under hia five fon§, as was pbferv^d be- 
fore,, all were to be fiibordinate to the eldeft i but 
it was oilly a patriarchal fubordination,^^ relating to 
the whole.^ The other governors, and indeed all 
fathers of families were entire nunifters of the law^ 
in their refpe^ive fandilies •, but thefe laft were 
liable to the infpe(5liot^ of the more immediate fu- 
periors, and all to^that of the grand pophar, aififted 
with fuchanumber of counfellorsaswere eftabllfhed 
afterwards. To give your reverences ^more diftinft 
idea of his wonderful goveynment* it will cootie, muth 
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to tli€i faMe* wheiker we defcend from the chief po- 
phar to everf refpeftive" family, or from thefe up- 
^^ards. The particular it lea of the fucceflioii I fKall 
confider afterwards. However, it will be cafier 
feen if we tai« t^em wHen tlieir rnzmbers were not 
io great, at the tufl beginning of their eftablifh- 
ment. The pophar then having diftinguiflied the 
bounds of every nome, I nrvean in their firft tranf- 
migration, each fon toot poffelHon of it for him- 
felf and po Verity* While each Ton's children were 
ifEmarried, they continued under the government of 
their father, who made ufe of a* much land as was 
fuf&cient for the conv^niencies and plea fu res, as well 
a^ necefTaries of life- But as foon as any Ton was 
xharried, or at leall when he could be called a father 
of a family^ the father, wiih confent of the pophar, 
allotted him like^vife a ful&cient cjuantity for the 
fame end ; fo they fpread and enlarged themfelves as 
it were from the centre to a farther extent, much 
in the fame manner as they build their towns, till 
they had occupied the whole no me. Here you will 
fay, thefe people muft in procefs of time encreafe 
t6 an infiniiufn^ without lands fiifficient to maintain 
iKem/ This was really the cafe in the iirfl plan- 
tatiiin, wh^ith was {o entirely occupied by them, that 
if the fam!ou5 pophar w^hci brought them into the 
vail continent they now eivjoyp had not made that 
glorfdus diicovery With the danger of his life, they 
jiiiift haVe returned Jin to Egypt, or eat up one ano- 
ther i bu't wh*ere they 4re at pre fen t, they have room 
fcnoiigh, Eotwlthftandrng their numbers, for federal 
ages* However, I often reprefcnttd to the pophar^ 
that it mufl: come td'that at laft- the thought made - 
hrm utV^afy at firft, and at length put him on a-fur- 
thef diic6vety,^as ybur reverences will fee in the fe- 

. q tit 1^ B u t fti ch V afl n mn&he rs o f , .t h e m be t ak iii g j 
thcfrflelves rb artsViid manlifa^tiret, and.the coutJ" . 
tt/ being fo prodigioully fertile; there does not ap- 
■ / - ■ ' . 1 -pear 
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pear aliy gr^at difficulty in that rt{pei^'. Of aM ates 
thej look upon agrictiltute as thelfirft in dignitj^ 
next to the liberal fciences, iince.thajf tiouriihes all 
the reft -, but it comes fb ^'aiily, and the fruits and 
legumes are fo rich and delici6us, that they have 
little more trouble than to gather them, befides' 
having two fummers and two fprin'gs, each differ- 
ent feafbn produces its peculiar fruits. But to re- 
ttrrn to the idea of their goVeirnment : each father' 
of a family governs all his dcfc^ndants, married or 
ittoiarried;, as long as he lives. Ifhii fons are fa- 
thers, they have a fubordinate power under him ; if 
hie dies before he comes to fuch an acje, the eldeft 
ibn, or the eldeft uncle, takes care *o^ them, UntiEl 
thcyarc^ fufficient to fet up family for theihi^Jves* 
The father, on extraordinafj occafionsi is liable to, 
be infpefted by five of *the moft prudent heads of 
that diftrift*, thefe by five of the five adjacent dif- 
trit5bs chofeh by colqim6n' coiifen t ; thefe taft, by the '^ 
heads of the ^ve nomes, and all the noihes by the" 
grand ^ophar aflifred with three hiindred and fixty" 
£ve elders, or fenators, choftn out of every hojne,r - 
What is moft pjirticular jn this government^ is, that 
they are all abfolute in fome manner^ and indeoen- 
dent, as looking on themfelves as all eau&l in birth ; ; 
yet in in entire dependency of DaiUral iiibordinatjon 
or eldcrftiip, vKich runs through the whole ceco* , 
nomy,-a3 your reverences will lee when I comeio^ 
the fucccfnoii> They are in the fame manner lords . 
and propiif tors of their own pdffeffidns, yet thepo- 
phar and gOT?ernors can allot and difpofe of all for , 
the public emdliiment^becaufe they lopk upon hyax* 



whom the grand pophar Teprefenis. To this, that 
natural, or poliijcjor even iM|:€T|tjtJ0U3 lefpefl they 

fliew 
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IheW to tKeir parents, contributes fo raucli, ilmt 

they never dlfpute, but o« tKe contrarjr, revere tie 
regul^ t ioB s m adc bj t h e i r fu p e r io rs ; be i n ^ fa 1 1 sH e d 
that tbey are not onl^jiUl aod gpo^ but that it is 
their own a^, iince it h done by virtujc o£ a fub- 
ordinatiom lo whicb they all belong. 

The fucceflion of elderfbip has fomething vcfj^f 
p^ticulari and evtn ifitricate m it> To expre^» it 
the lan*e lime tKe fiipcri«>wty of tlie eHec foa, and 
tht equality of inde|>endei\cf, I fhall endeavoiir to 
emfl^'m to your revere rites » well as I cart, the right 
tjiercof- 1'he elder ibn af the firft {;>ophar» is al^ 
way^ grtnd po^phar^ wHem he i« of a,^ to govern, 
vliicli^ aft I faid, h fifty ai fooneii ; but if the dir^ft 
Ua^ faii^, not the iifrcl^'s foB^ nor any one in th^t. 
nonie, but the right heir of the n^M nojne^ and fa 
of ail the five noiiies. If theyfhould fail in all the 
»0EDe9j the rij^ht heir ctf the fecond fon of the firil: 
noune^ and fo of ail the reA* This ikey ley ha^ 
hafjpened feveral times ftnce their firil ellabliih- 
nvent, U'hich i« not much to be wondered at, if they 
Are fo ancient as ti^ey pvetend^ Thua» though the 
ffSLjsA popkaafln^ be ccepfinod to tlse-eldeft m Ibmet 
&»f(3,i& dStt^l kbel^iftgr^tJbem^aU; ^^^ ii tintt 
next keibbc « oanor^ 8« he iralwFays Judged to bet 
till he ki fiAy ye^»<if agfi,.thcelddi€>f tiwt.a^e^ 
of tte i^sd.£(}it q€ 1^ Bft«« muK^ iit r^gpqitr tili< 
tiie heir Ml outzqf Una wioxitit^iaisidlta on ^ ti^ondliidH 
thst h^ wha9! has tke> Bcxt jii^ ii^: be gran4 pof^Dsir, 
i$X/<^ndTta be segent^to diriifixhjtihip!tfi»ii^2^ 
Dk<fidi as e^GtU w, ist pofliblo* iUtLxQtKer vublie o£ 
fioei's, teayverffiof artsl andb isinBafls, oi^eriiiei^: of aU» 
t]tfii pfblBe^«Ba{pk»yjaidi»t«^£«fft avr cddUtoittefiy by- tfae^ 
popkas afsid iaiih«ii^{n%. n^itH. ajSotialtts^f- 
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, OF THEIR PUBUC CECPj^OMy. 

A -H QUO H,- as I faid, the popKar h ia {9nar 
fitkft the proprietor of the whole c0UBti7, as head 
of the government, atid chief patriarch ; yet th* pa- 
radox of this government cottfifte ifl tliis^ that thef^ 
are joint lords, acinowledting »• inequalitf b«t' 
merely elderftip, a»d the refpea A»e to digiutaries/ 
whioh they efteei» as their own, or redotrnding to; 
themfelves, becaufe they all give their confent to 
their eleflion for the public good* III a word, the 
whole country is only one great family* governed 
by the laws of nature, with proper»«fficefs coacfti- 
-t«t«4 by th e wh ole,.for iMrder and coitimoii pi^ierva- 
tion *, every individual loolcs osa himfeif as a part eff 
diat great family. The grand pophar is the €Oi%«-i 
inon father, efteemiag all the reft as children and^ 
brothers, calling them univerfally by that name, at* 
they all call one another brothers, bartering aod ex- 
e^an^ing their . commodkies as one brother would 
do with another ; and not only that, but they join 
all in building their, towns, public places,' fchools,' 
&c* laying up aU their ftores and provifbns, over, 
and above the prefent confumpdon^ m pulilic places 
ft)f the ufe of tJw whole, with overfeers and inipe"^- 
orS| conilituted by common confent,who are to take 
care chiefly that no diforder be committed. T^us 
cvtTj one contributes to all public expences, feafts, 
and the like, which on fomeroccaikms are extremely 
magnificent, afPe^ing an external grandeur in all 
refye^s. Thus alfo, every man wherever he goes, 
enters into what houfe he pleafes, as if it were his 
own l^ome> this they are doini; peipetually through- 
out 
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out the whole couDtry, raiher vifiting then mer- 
chandizing, exchanging the rarities of each refpec- 
tive place with thofe of gther parts, jvift like friends 
making prefents to one another ; fo t!\sit all the 
roads are Uke ftreets of great towus> withpeople 
going backward and forward perpetuall/. They do 
this the more frequently to keep up a correfpon- 
dence between the nomes, for fear that dillance ot 
place fhould caufe any forge tfulnefs of their being 
of one family. The plenty of the country affords 
them every thing that nature can call delightful^ 
and that with fuch eafe, that infinite xiumbers arie 
employed in trades and arts, according to their ge- 
nius or inclfnations ; which, by their continual peace 
and plenty, their long eilablifliment in one country, 
and under one form of government,^ the natural in- 
genuity ,of the people, the fo early knowledge of 
arts, which they brought with tha^ out of Egypt ; 
and by the iuAprovements their wife men make ii* 
ih^m from time to time, froni what they learn when 
they pay their vifits to their deceafed ancellors, they 
have brought to proaigious perfe(5lion. ,One may 
fay of them, that they are all maftefs ai^d all fervants, 
every one has bis employment ; generally fpeak- 
ing, the younger fort wait on the elders, changing 
their offices as it h thought proper by their fupe-1 
riors. as in a well regulated commujiity. All their, 
children univerfally are taught at the public ex- 
penfe, as children of the' government, without any 
difliniftion but that of pirfonal meriS As the per- 
fons deputed for that end,judg^ of their genius, or 
any particular inclination, they are difpofed after- 
waras to thofe arts and callings for which they feem 
mofl Ttfoperv the moft fublime fciences are the moft 
in refpeft with themj.and are chiefly the employ- 
ment of their great men and governors, contrary to 
the cuflom of other countries ; the reafon of which 
ii, bex^aufe thefe being never chofen till they 
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are fifty years of age, they have had'inore time tat 
improve themfelves, and generally are perfons of 
more extenlive capacitiies. They rightly fup^ofe that 
jperfons who cxeel others jn the jnoft ratioaal fci- 
€nces, are not only litteft to govern a Tational p^o- 
j[)le, but alfo moft capable of mating themfelvea 
inafters of what they undertake ; not but fuch men 
knowing the governors are chbfe out of that rank>. 
have an eye, in their ftudies to the rules and* arts of 
governing, which*are commtjujicated at a diftance by 
them, accotding to jihe talents tbeyTemark in the 
fiibjefts. They doh*t do thi? but of any ipirit of ' 
ambition, employments being rather an hl»nt»rttry 
trouble than advantage, hut for the real good df tht. 
whole. Agriculture, as I feid, has the^ neict place in- 
Jbonor after liberal arts ; and n^xt to tha't, mpfe attBt^ 
^ire moft efteehied which are moft^ceffary; thelaft. 
<if all are iLofe which are df leaft ufet (hough per- 
liap* the mo A delightful. 

Since ev*ery Q2ie is employed for the common gtK»4 
TJiOrc ill an for themftive^j peril aps perfons may ap- 
prehend t!iat this gives a checi: to iiiduftry^ not hav- 
ing that fpur of private intercR, }io:irding \ip riches,, 
or aggrnndizing their families, as is to be iounU in 
«ther nations. I was apprehenfive of this myJtlf 
Vfh&i 1 came to underftand their government, but 
fq h r from it, thai poffibly there h not fuch aU in- 
duftrious race of people in the tiniverfe. They place 
their grtat ambition in iht ^rdndiur q/tkcir cuUntry^ 
Ibbking on thofe as narrow and mercenary Spirit Sj 
who cm prefer a part lo the whole ; they pride 
themfdves over other nations on thatj,accoiiht,^£ach. 
man having a proportiojaable fiiare in the public, 
grandeur ; the love of glory and prgife feems to be- 
their greateft paflion. l^fides their wile |overhors 
have luch Ways of ftirring lip their emulation b^ 
public honors, harangues, and.fanegynclcs in their 
public a^embliesjwith a thotifand ot^eV arts bfihetir 
aad pageantxy, and this for the njofl minute arts» 
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that were it not for that fraternal love in^afted in 
tlienrfrom their infancy, thcj would be m danger ' 
of raifing" their emulation to too great a height. — 
Thofe who give indications of greater wifdbm and 
prudence in their conduct than pthery, are marked' 
out for governors, and gradually raifed according to - 
their merit. Whoever invents- a new art has a ftatue 
eredled according to the ufefulneft of it, witK his 
n'ame and family put down in the public records. 
Whoever diftinguifhes himfelf by any particular 
eminence, hasiuitable marks of diftinflion paid him' 
on public occaiions, as garlands, crowns; acclama- 
tions, fbngs, or hymnff in his praiffe, &c* It is in- 
credible how fuch' rewards as theft encourage in^- 
duftry and artr in minds fo affe<fled with glory, a^ 
th^ijt people are : on the other hand, their greateft 
punifhment, except for capital crimes, which are 
punilhed as above, are by public difgraces. 

Bur now I am freaking of their youth, — as they 
look upon them as feeds of the common wealth, 
"v&'hich if corrupted in the bud, will never bring forth 
fruit; fo their partieular care is laid out in their 
education, in which I believe they excel all nations 
yet known. One cannot fay there is one pexfon rn 
the whole nation who may be called an idle perfon, 
though they indidge their youth very much m pro- 
per recreations, endeavouring to keep ihem as gay aa 
they can, becaufe they are naturally inclined to gra- 
vity, and befides daily recreations, they have fet times 
and feafons for public exercifes, as riding, vauhing, 
mnning, but particularly, hunting wild beafts, and' 
flfhing for crocodiles and' alligators in their great' 
lakes, which I fhall defcribe to your reverenceson 
acnother occafion ; yet they are never fuffered to go 
alone, that is, a company of young men together,: 
without grave men and perfon s in authority ^long- 
with them, who are a guard to them in all their ac- 
tions : nay, they are never fuffered to lye together,. 
O 3 each 
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^dx l/u^ u^ a fingle bed,. though in a public room^. 
• with »me grave perfbn in the fame room with them. 
Their women are kq>t jnuck in the fame manner, 
t4> prevent inconveniencies I ihaE toucb upon, when . 
I: come to the education of their women, and thit fo 
iuuverfall7,.that as there are* no idle companions to 
lead them. into extravagancies, :nD^ there- are no idle 
and loofe women to be fouiid to corllipt their purity- 
^heir whole timev-both for men and wxncnen is taken 
i^> in employments or public recrca&kms|which with 
^e early care to ii^uft them in tke fundamental 
|>rinciple8 of the morality of the country, prevents; 
^11 thofe diibrdert of youth we fee eHewhere. 
Hence comes that ftrc&gth of body and mind in their 
ipten, andmodeft blooming beauty in^ their women ^ 
£o that among this people, nature feems to have kept . 
itfelf up to its primitive and original perfe&ion.-**^ 
iKefide that univerfal likenefs in themi proceeding 
from their coxijugal £delity,,and 4xclu£on of all fo- 
leign mixture in their breed,, where all the linea- 
ments of their anceilors, dire^ and collateral, meet 
«t lalt in their offering, elves the parents the com- 
fort of feeing their own bloom and youtk renewed* 
in. their chiLdren,. though, in my 0|Mnion this unl- 
yerial likenefs is rather a defcft •, not but the trea-^ 
£ires of nature are fo inezlvauiUblei that there are 
/ome diftinguiihing beauties in every £ace« Their 
]pung men and^ women meet frequently, but then it 
is in their publxc aflemblies with grave people mixt. 
ailong with them. At all public exercifes. the wo- 
men are placed in view to lee ^uid be ieen,. to in^ 
4ame the yoiing mei^with emulation in their per- 
^rmances. They are permitted to be decently fa- 
miliar Oft, thofe public ©ccafions, and can chufe their 
lovers refpedfcively, accordii^ to their liking, there 
being no fuchf thing as dowries or ixrtereft, but mer^^ 
per&nal merit in the cafe ; but more of this in thc^ 
n«xt paragraphia wJiere I flw^ fpeak more particu-^ 

larly. 
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brl/oft&e education tff their Wbm^n ahd toawiagesr 
This k a fiiorifflcetth df the gdV^ttimeht and oeco- • 
nomy of a people who are io miich diftitiguifhed: 
fmntbe KuftcHiis of othertt,ai th^y-are feparatcd by^ 
their habiution and cOuntty. 

iNqjjisiTOR.— *YoU feem, fir, to have a very hi^h 
idea of this patriarchal government, and' look upon 
it according to the law of nature *, I hope you don't 
deny but perfons may be obliged by the law of nar 
ture to obey their forms of government, as well as 
a natriarchalone ? 

t6A^9B»vt i«. — No»,reverend fathei^s, bj^na m^n^^ 
I donl enter into coftijaatrifdris, but relate matter of 
faft. It is not to be doubted, but different forms, 
of government may be proper for different natiort«^ 
ana where once a form of g6Vcrfiih6nt is lawfully 
eflabliflied, perfons are obliged to obey to aVoid 
anarchy and confu£on ; &r txairiple, "whoever ihdtild 
endeavour fo fibvert a monarchical govejiiment oiacfe 
lawfully e(i&blifiied, miift break in upoii the laws: 
of right and juflice, which are obligation^ df the 
law of nature. 

iNqjjisiTOR.— Read on. 

Second In^jjiwtor. — Under favour I miift ktk 
hiAi a qtieftion or two firfl. I think, .Si^»orG«<i— 
dcntWyjOM make the grand pophar to be both prince 
and prieft v that is to be veiled both with t^mporiai 
.and fpiritual power v. is: it your opinion that the 
Ipiritual power is fubjeft to the temporal ? 

Gaudintio.-^-I fpe:^ of heathens, revereiid'la-f- 
thers, and a heathctufh worfhip, wher-e the gfand- 
pophar was both prince of the people and chief 
prieil of the fun by his place. I acknowledge^ no 
head of the church but his holinefs, as iHoft agree.- 
able to the primitive inilitution of o<lf religion. 

Heu he zOent'on in kit exalud notions sfthefove* 
ttif^n ^^iffi partly hmg a rma^ Catholic, but- 

chiefly, 
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^^ififiy% ^» all appear ancci hccauje he was before the. 
inqutfition ; Jbr wKich reafon tUe pMiJher thought ft 
to leave tt out. 

GAUDENTio.-^Doth it pleafe your reverencas» 
, tEat I go on with my hiftory ? 
lNqj;i5iTO».— Ay, ay,.read-on.^ 



THE EDUCATION OF THEIR WOMEN, 
AND MARRIAGES. 



A: 



. S for their women, the pophar told me it was 
what gave them the moil trouble of any thing in 
their whole government ; that by their records their 
anc§ftors had held frequent confultations afler what 
manner they were to be managed, there Being great^ 
difficulties to be feared, eithct from allowing tilem 
liberty or. keeping' them und4r reftraint. If you 
allow them liberty, you muft depend on their honor 
or rather caprice, for your own ; if you keep them 
under confinement, , they, will be fiire to revenge, 
themfelves the firft opportunity,, which they will 
find in ijpite of all you can do. The rules, faid he, 
by which men are governed, will not hold with wo- 
men ; folid reafon, if you can make them fenfible of' 
it, will fome time or other have an influence on moll' 
men, whereas humour is what predominates in wo- 
men. Hit that, you have them ; mifs it, you do no- 
thing ; and yet they are fo far f*om being an indif- 
ferent thing in the commonwealth, that much more . 
depends on the right management of them than peo- 
ple imagine. Licentioufnefs of youth draws innu- 
merable misfortunes on any government, and what 
£Tejater incentive for licentioufnefs than lewd wo- 

• - men/ 
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*^<n«€c, whcAer proftitute«, wanton ladies, ot aduU 
-treffes ? For ail loofe w^mcti bdonf to oftfe «HP 
^Keiie clafTe*. Out^womtn, cototimied n«, are ex»- 
tiemelyi'Wiutiful, as fom fee •, our intn fttong a&^ 
Vig^TWw ; toajugal fidelity therefore and chaftit^ 
muft ba the ftrotogeft bottds to kefep them in theit 
duty. As fcrtr our young iheit, "w* keep them in per- 
petual emp^yment, and animate them to glory bjr 
all ways capable of ftirring up generous minds ; Wfe 
fendeavmir the feme on our women, by ways adapted^ 
to their genius. But ouf peat€ft care of all, is tb 
teaie marriage ^fteetned by bt^h parties tbt haps 
Jjieft ftate thiH caft be Wifiied fot in this life. TIA 
A^ bdl»re to depend ftiotfe in making the W<>Atab. 
happy and fixtiti her choide,than the man; btcaufti 
if the pferfon bfe.impofed uponJber,-not according tb 
her own inward inclinatioTi, that difliire, 6t rcveiigt. 
OT perhaps a mbre fhdmefnl pafiion, will make het 
feet for. relief ^Ifewhere ; and where womfcn ai*<id^t 
'^ttuousi men will*be lewd. Wis therefore |)etmft* 
"the woman to thufe entirely for herl^lf, and the tneH. 
to msOko their addfeffes where they pleal^: IJut thfe 
Vofnan is to diftinguifh h^r choice by &tn« figti^ 
eccafion or other, and that too liot without gresft 
ftifficUltie^ on both fides, which bttin^ fufnWiSted, 
they efl[eesn themfelve* arrived at the icappy part oF 
4U their wiflies. The moft ardent and tried lo^ 
determines the chtiite ; <his endears the ftian to %tt 
tttk the <:«e h^d, and the idittculty of findiiig an^ 
W6m^n who hai not the feme iniucemeuls to love 
hjer hulband, lea'Cfes him no encoUtag^^m^nt in Ml: 
laWlefs delires ainong married woftt^n ; and the fi^i- 
gle woitJeii are either fo early engaged With thelt 
FoTrers,brifo poflefled with the notitJta'that a marriei 
tnan can't belohg to l\er, that'klfiiliiit. would he en- 
tirely vaiti. In a' word, we don't allow the leaft 
temporal ifitereft to interfere in- thfe. choice, but ra- 
ti^ wifli mt 70Uiig p'^ople ^ottM- fall ia loiw. 
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Our whole biifinefs is to prove their conftancyy afej 
to m%Ve them fo ; when we are well aiTured of this^ 
all obHades are removed. We found tkis method 
to have the leafi: inconVenieticies of any, and the beft 
means to preferve conjugal fidelity, on which the 
good of fanulie& fo muck depends. >« ' 

When our nation, continued he,began to grow verj 
|K>pulous, and the country full of riches and plenty ; 
the promifcuoos converfation of our young men and 
women, with fome negleift on the part of the gor 
vemors, was the •ccafion that the bounds of our ins- 
noeent anceftors were not ^uifObcient to keep them ii^ 
their duty ; ftrange diforders were crept .among our 
youth of both fext$ ; our men gr^w enervated Jtn4 
effeminate,, our women wanton and enilamed : un* 
natural abufes wafted away their coniHtution, fa- 
that we loft thoufands of Qur young men and wpmeni. 
Without knowing what was the caufe ; even in the 
married ftate, the women began not to be cojitentetjl 
with one man, on which account our anceftors had 
^In^oft refolved to keep all our women from the 
^ght of men until! they were married, and ^then to 
deliver them up tq their hulbands, who Ihould have 
a defpotic riglu over them ; as I am informed the^ 
have in other nations. They judged this to be a 
certain means to be fure of the- legitimacy of their 
children, and to prevent j^alpufy ; the firft cau&. 
tkough diflembled, of the man's diflike to his wife^ 
Others obje<5led agairift this fevere difcipline, an4 
faid, it was making the rpoft beautiful part of the 
creation mere Haves.: or at leaft, mere properties; i^ 
was to give an innate check to the. glory of a free 
people ; it was to deprive the hulbarulof the volun-f 
Cary love of his moiety ; and take away the moft en- 
dearing part of conjugal happihefs* To^this, the 
fevere fide anfwered, that thewom,en were come to 
fuch a pafs, that the abufes of ijt.lheweclithey wer^ 
aot capable of liberty ; however, a medium betwixt 

botiL 
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hoA caiTitd it for that time. The injuries of th# 
carriage flate, and tke corruption of jouth, ^hich 
was the occalion of it* was judged to be of fuch' con- 
feqtKsnce to the» commonwealth, that the/ were re- 
iblved to pot a Hop to it at anj Vate. All the wife 
men and gtyvernot^s confulted, and refolve^i unani- 
moufiy toj^tthe laws I mentioned, againft adultery- 
and whoredom in execution ; caufing proclama- ' 
tioBS to be made for that intent throughout the: 
whole empire. AH coTruptors of youdi of both^ 
iiinees were ihut up immediately^ widi thofe regula- 
tifms I related above, of having grave perfons al- 
"*ays in the company of youii? people, men and wo- 
iken. They married off all that were at age for it 
am faft as they <ould ; btit found they did not en- 
«reafe as ufttal, having exhauAed or debilitated their, 
xative vigour by their unnatural abufes. 

Ante Paragraphs feem wanting fn this Part 
; o/'Gaudentlo's Narrative, which, doubts 
Jejs, were very curi(^i* 

TTiere is a peculiar method allowed by them, in 
which they differ from all other nations; for where- 
as, other nations endeavour to preferve their young 
people from love, left they Ihould throw themfelves 
away, or make difadvantageous matches ; thefe peo- 
ple having no interefted views in that refpe<5l, en- 
courage a generous and honorable love, and make it 
their care to fix them in the ftriftefl. love they ca:i, 
as foon as they judge by their age and cotiflitutJon 
Kow they are inclined; this they do foihetimes by 
applauding them on their choiccj but moftly by 
railing vaft difficulties, contrived on p urpofe, both 
to try and enhance their conftancy. They have hif- 
tbries and ftories of heroic examples of j^delity and 
conftanc'y in both fexet, but particularly for the 

yowng 
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i^d&r teik tKaufim4<W?4^ Uua violate th^if ^fi^]»ted| 
iftfdb ; qoe mary £^y, t^f ^^^-^ MtMMi o£ lanh^ 
Iq^eiv ; die leii|ttr .tbey. Uv« together^^iiie ;«i(m« ^«4r . 
i^ad#Mp eocreai«s^ and inii^fili^y if» «it1itii ie^ 14 
lopked ufOQ sks- a cj^itiU ckvv^ Adi- tP thLi, th;^- 
Im^g 41 of tketfaMHe raiok aad (^yMfi^ky, e^tcrpt (]^ 

SlQtl^iAff bu^p^^uttl. melil aiid a iJkkiaf ^f ^a^h^ 
«lfc^^ 4ltwme»|^^Mc«$ Tferre ijEOiftlifl^ figii^l, 
piic}^ piAdn^od^ ^1^ the ^apaia» (prafar%tfa «9il'^ 

tW gQvefQora oi «2<kfia« if tkie '>Hm$nf^ iftfifiaion luf- 
diMWid9,.ii^ » sisthu^e^h^UiifJthM t^Mit iwiihnMii^ 
^ If^r. kn|l)aiKi« Thtir 1^»4»- «c^ flj^ft^ join«d ifli- 
public,!then diey ^^^e^b. otBi^r-ift tia cloftft tliir 
brace, in 'which poftuse the elder of the place puts 

this uxxioB- is n^er to be diifi^lVed v« it b all woveii 
with ffowers, andfirft laid over their neclts, as they 
are thus clafping each other ; then. round their ^ai its, 
and laft of all round their breafU or hearts, to fig- 
nifj, tha^ th^r ardciuay of ^heir love mufl.Jermii^Ate 
ill an indiflblubk friendship, with infinite acclama^ 
tfona and cQn^atulations of the v.hole ail^mbly* T 
beH*vethe world can*^^: itirnifli fi^ch ejcs^mglesof cofi- 
jiigal cJiaflitj aa are pi e ft rved between them by Ais^ 
means* WidoViCrs and widows never marry Upgle 
.p.9rfojis,apd but rarejy at a li,. except left ypttng,when 
they are to g^aln e;sch tJiLeJ: as before* By luctpru- 
dfeij t p^e^faii upn s , infinite di ib rd e rs a rer preven ted, 
j^r<3 c e e dio g not o Jil j f lio m.tU fpi^por i i on a te and forc'd!: 
Jti^s^TiageSj but^frpm the lic3i;i!iou&ef^ of idle per- 
f^ii3, vvho either, marry for money, or Ivp^ on tjic 
fp^ils of other people, till ilicy can ge^ a^ ady%n- 
Ifgepw n^ljch, v.:lBch of teg ccosiions. grjia< iiq[i$fdr*~- 
iUjies m 4»co*:nni.OTiwcBWi* Xhi|i» ft ^Qi^ ij^Wch 

of 
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^ their government and cuftoms, which I thought 
Would not be unacceptable to your revetences, tho* 
^ great many other cuftoms of lefs moment will oc- 
cur in the fequel of my life. 



w^mmtmaim 



Continuation of the MemoirS. 



Where the Author returns to the more par^ 
ticular Circumjlances of his own Life. 

jL H £ Pophar Regent made choice of me for one 
of his attending companions, with the other young 
men who came home with us ; he had a great many 
other attendants and officers deputed by common 
confent, to wait his orders as Regent •, ihefe were 
changed every five years, as were thofe attending 
the governors of the other Nomfes, oh account of 
improvement ; for, being all of equal quality, the]f 
endeavour to give them as equal an education as is 
pofiible, changing their emJ>loyments, and waiting 
on one another in their turns by the appointment "of 
their refpeAive governors^ except thofe whofe ge- 
nius or choice determines them to arts and fciences, 
according to their oeconomydefcribed before. Imuft 
only add, that having iuch a high value for iheir 
race, no one thinks it a difgrace to perform the 
meanefl offices, being all to be attended in like man- 

p lic; 
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miuancr themfelves.whe^ it cpmc^ to dieir tumieretf 
one looking o^ tKc honours done, to eycry bram^t 
of their goyftrnmeot, as their own. H^ce sUl tb«r 
public ranks and ceremonies are. the moft n^glii;^- 
cent that can be imagined ; their is fcarce any thing 
done even in entertainments between the private 
tribes, but there are proper oiEcers deputed for it, 
and all expenfes paid out of the common ftock^ with 
deputies and overfeers for every thing. Their houfes 
are all open to one another with a long gallery, 
-which runs from the end of one range of building 
to the other ; the womens apartments join together, 
with the men of- each fan^ily joining to their*own 
•women, that is, their wives, fillers, and daughters. 
The women have their fubaltem officers like the 
men. The firft apartment of every break of a ftrect 
belongs to the men, then the women's belonging to 
them ;. then the women of the next family joining 
tothcm, and their men beyond them, and foon, with 
large public ^Hs at proper diftances for public af- 
femblies •, fo that every thing they do is a fort of 
paradox to us, for they are the fVeeft and yet 
ilridleft people in the world ; the whole na^on, as 
I obferved before, be;ng pipre like one, lu^iyer- 
fal college, or coniniunity, th^n any thing elfo. The 
women are perpetually employed as well as the men, 
it is their bufinefs to work all the iine garmfsntsfor 
themfelves and. the. men, which being much the 
fame, except devices and flowers, for their friends 
and lovers, are made v/ith lefs difficulty •, the chief 
difference is in the wearing them ; but thie cihief 
dillin6lion of fexes is in the ornaments of their 
necks and hair. Crowns and fillets are worn by all, 
jufl after the model of the little piAure your reve- 
rences faw in the cabinet; all tl^eir tapfftry, et^- 
broidery, and the like, with infinite otner curioii - 
ties, are all the works of their women ; fo that the 
chief qualification. of their women, or ladies, for 

thfcj 
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itrey are all fuch, i« to ^xcA in the loom, needl^, or 
diflaff. Since 1 came there, by the Pophar's defire, 
they have added that of Jjainting, in which I believe 
the vivacity «f their genius will make them excel 
^all the reft of the world. Not teaching for hire, 
1 thought it no ditgrace in me to inftrudl fuch ami- 
able fcholars in an tirt no man ought to be affiamed 
of; it is a thing unknown with thefe people, for 
young ladies of all de:^rees, or even young men, to . 
have nothing elfe to mind or think of but vilits and 
^relies. When T gave them an account of the lives 
of Our quality and gentry, they cried out, H^haf Bar- 
Tartans ! can any thin^ brecome beauty more than 
knowledge jfnd ingenuity ? They feemed to have 
fuch a contempt, and even a horror for a life of that 
•nature, that the young ladies afked me with great 
concern, if our ladies had any lovers ? as if it were 
Jmpoflible to love a woman who hatl nothing to re- 
commend her but what nature gave her. In fine, 
by the defcrjption I gave of the idle lifg of our la- 
dies, they judged them to be no more than beautiful 
brutes- They afked me alfo, if I did not think mj* 
felf fortunate by my captivity, where I met with 
ladies who thought the ornaments of the mind more 
tlefirable than thofe of the body; and told me, they 
i/nputed what they faw in me, to my good fortune 
of being born of their race by the mother *s fide ; 
nay, could fcarce believe but my father had a mix- 
ture of their blood fome way or other. 1 affured 
them, I efteemed my felf very happy to be in the 
midfl of fo many charms of body and mind; and 
added, that though they had the ineftimable hap- 
pinefs of being bom all of one race, without any 
mixture of foreign vices, yet in effedl, all the world 
were originally brother$ and fifters, as fpringing 
from one pait^ fince men and women did not rife 
out of the ground like muflirooms. This I faid, to 
P :% give 
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give them a little hint of natural and revealed rc^ 
ligion, which are infeparably linked together. 

• But to retmrn to myfeifL^— The Pophar being mjr 
aeareft relation, took me into his own family as his 
conflant companion and attendant, when he was not 
on the public coiicerns, where 1 always accompanied 
,b,im with moft diftinguifhing marks of his lavour. 
He would often confer with me, and inftrud me in 
their ways and cuftoms, and the polity of their go- 
vernment; enquiring frequently into the parcicula-. 
lities of our governments, both civil and religious ; 
foi; the laft he never endeavquredvto perfusSe me 
to conform to their ceremonies ; and my own good" 
fenfe told me, it was prudence not to meddle with 
them. I rather thought he feemed inclined to have 
more favourable fentiments of our religion, as fuch, 
than his own, though he was prodigiouily bigotted 
to their civil cufloms ; faying, it was impoflible ever 
to preferve a commonwealth when they did not live 
up to their laws •, that thefe laws Ihould be as few 
and as fimple as pofilble, but then kept to a trttle j: 
for when once people come to break in upon' fun- 
damentals, all fubfequent laws would not have half 
the ftrength as primary ones, with a great many 
pther reflections, that ftiewed he was a man of a 
moil confummate wifdom, and worthy the high poft 
he bore. He had two fons, both dead, and two 
daughters living v the one wa« about ten years old^ 
when I arrived there ; it is fhe your reverences faw 
in that picture •, the other born the year before the 
Pophar fet out for Grand Cairo. His lady, much 
younger than himfelf, fiiewed fuch frefti remains, 
of beauty, as demonllrated that nothing but what 
iprung from herf^lf, could equal her. Both the 
Pophar and his confbrt looked on me as their ow^^ 
fon, nor could I expe<51 greater favour had I re.ally 
been fo. I took all the care imaginable not to ren- 
d«r myfelf unworthy pf it, and both revered and : 

loved, 
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loytd them be/ond what I am able to eirprefs ; thoT 
indeed, as I ohferved, the whole race or them was 
Tiothing but a itingdom of brothers and friends; ao 
man had the Ifeaft fufpicicm or fear of one another. 
They were fo habituated to- the obfervance of thdtr 
laws, by their natural difpofitions, and the never»- 
ceafing vigiliancy of their governors,:that theyfeem- 
ed to have a gr€;9ter horror for the breach of theiir 
laws, than the ptiHi&ments attending it ; faying, 
that infinite diforders might be committed by the 
malicious inventions of meii, if there was nothing 
but fear to keep them in thfeir duty. Such force 
has education and the light of nature rightly -cul- 
tivated. For myfelf, I was left to follow wKat li- 
l>eral employment I had a mind' to. ' Philofophy^ 
mufic, and painting had been the chief pa-rt of my 
lludy and diverfion till my unhappy captivity, and 
the lois of my. brother ; but as I was fallen among 
a nation of philofophers, that noble fcience, the mil'- 
trels of all others, m^e up the more ferioirs p\iit of 
my employment. Though, by the Poph»rllegent's 
earneft defire, I applied myfelf to the other two, 
particularly painting.. They had a great many old- 
tafhioned mufical inilruments, and an infinite num> 
ber of perfprnters in their way, accompanying their 
ifeafts and public rejoicings. Their mufic, both vo»- 
cal and inftruiliental, was not near Ho perfect as one^ 
might have expefted of fb politie a people, and did 
aot come up to the elevated genius of our Italians* 
Their philofophy chiefly turned oa the more ufefui 
part of it, th^t is, the mathematicks and dire^ioti 
of nature. In th^ moral part of it they liave a fyf- 
tern, or rather notion, of which I forgot to acquaint 
your reverences before; it is a too high and exalted ' 
Botioa of Providence, if that cxpreffion may be al»- 
lowed, by which they imagine ail things to be fo 
rovcmed in thhi world, that whatever injury a man. 
4oe» to another, it will be ruturned upon him or his 
P S ^olleritf. 
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pofterity, even in this world, in the fame manner, 
or even in a greater degree, than what he did ta 
others. 

In qjj MI T o iL.— You'll Be pleafed to explain your 
own fentaments in this particular, fince we hope you 
4o not deny that fimdamental law of nature and re- 
ligion •, vtX' That the divine Providence prefides 
over all things; and as for fublunary things, we 

Srefume you believe that Providence does not 'only 
lew itfelf in the wonderful produftion and har- 
mony confpicuous in all natural caules and effecfls, 
beyond all the. wit and art of men •, but alfo over 
the moral part ; that is, the ftee a<flions of men, by 
fuitable rewards and punlfhments in this world or 
the next, to make an equal and juft compenfation 
for all the goods and evils of this life, as God is the 
juft and equal father of alk So pray explain your- 
lelf, that we may know your real fentiments On' 
that head. 

GAUDiiiTio.-— I hope, reverend fathers, I fhall 
convince you, my fentiments are really orthodox in 
this point ; no man has more reafon to magnify Pro- 
vidence than myfelf ; but heathenijEh people may 
carry a juft belief to fuperftition. That there is a 
Providence over the pl^fical part of the world, no- 
man who has any juft knowledge in nature, can- be 
ignorant, and may be convinced by the leaft infe^> 
every thing being adapted ta its peculiar ends, with 
iuch art and knowledge in the author of it, that all 
the art and knowledge of men cannot do the like *, 
and by confequence, not being able to make itfelf, 
3t muft be produced by a caufe infinitely knowing 
and forefeeing. Then, as to the moral pJirt of the 
world, the fame reafon fhews, that fince the great 
Creator defcends fo low as to take care of the leaft 
infe6t,>it is incrfedibleto think that the nobleft part 
©f the world, that is, the free anions of meki, fhould 
lie without his care. But a» he has given them thje 

glorious 
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i^lorioiis endowments of his free will, the fame' Pro- 
vidence ^nows how to adapt the dire<5tion of them 
hj ways and means fuitable to their beings ; that is> 
by letting them know his will, and propofing fuita- 
ble rewfards and punifhments for their good and bad 
anions; which rewards and punifhments, it is evi- 
dent, are not always- feen in this life, fince the 
wicked often profpea*, and the good fuffer/ but hy 
confequence muft be rcferved for another flate. 

But thefe people not having a juft notion of the 
next life, though they believe a future ftate, carry 
matters fb far, that they think every injury done to 
another, will be fome way or other, retaliated upoa 
the aggreffor, or his pofterity in this life *, only they 
fay, the pupiihment always falls the heavier the 
longer it is deferred. In this manner do they ac-^ 
count for all the revolutions of the earth, that one 
jvicked a^Lon is puniftred by another ; that the de^ 
fcendants of the greateft monarchs have been loll in 
beggary for almoil endleft generations, and the per- 
fons that difpoffefs'd them, treated after the lame 
manner by fom« of the defcendant* of the former, 
and fo on : which notion, in my opinion, is not juft, 
fince a iincere repentance may wipe off the moft 
grievous offences. But, as perfons, generally fpeak- 
mg, are, more fenlibly touched with the punifhments 
of this life, it is not to be doubted but there are of- 
ten moft figaal marks of avenging Providence in 
this life, in order to deter the. wicked. . 
.Inqjjisjtor. — Goon. 

Gavdentio. — Finding the Pophar had a pro- 
digious fancy for pointing, by fome indifferent pieces 
ixe;had picked up, I applied myfelf with extraordi- 
nary diligence to that •art, particularly fince he 
would have me teach his daughter, whpfe unparal- 
leled charms, though juft in the bud, made me in- 
" fenfible to all others. By frequent drawing, I not 
only pleafedhim and others, but almoft myfdf; 
^ every 
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every one there, men and women, were to follow 
fome art, or icience ; the Poyhar defired me to im- 
part my art to fome of the young people of both 
fexes ; fajing, they had very great eDcouragemeiK» 
for the inventerr* of any new arts, which I might 
iuflly claim a title to, wkh refpeft to their notion : 
I did fo, and before I left the place,I had the plea- * 
fure to fee fome of them equal, or eren excelling 
their mafter. 

Thefe were the chief employments of my leifure 
hours ; though I v/as forced to leave them for con- 
iklerable intervals, to attend the Regent in the pri- 
vate vlfitations of his charge, v/hich he did fre» 
ouently from time to time, fometimes to one Nomcv 
iometime« to another, having an eye over all, both 
ofiicers and people. Tflele vilkations were rather 
prefervations againft^ than remedies for any dif- 
orders. He ufed to fay, that the commonwealth 
was like a great machine with different movement^ 
which if frequently vtfited by the artift,, the leaft 
flaw being t^ken notice of in time, was not only fooii 
remedied,, btit was a means of preferving dd the reft 
in a conilant and regular motion ; but if negle<5ted^ 
would foon diforder the motions of the other parts, 
and either coft a great deal to repair, or bring the 
whole machine to deftru(ftion. Unlefs on public fo- 
lemnities, which are always very magnificent, the 
Fophar wem: about without any great train, not Cd 
burden his people, accompanied by only an afiifting 
elder or two,, the young Pophar and myfclf, he hold- 
iag frecjuent cbofliltation» with the fubalterns, afnd 
even with the meaireil artifans, calling them his 
children ; and they having recourfe to him as their 
common father. For ther firft five years of his re* 
gency, the only difficulty we had of any mdment to 
determine, was an affair of the moft delicate' nature • 
I ever heard: though it does not concern myfelf, 
J &aU relate it to your rerorences for the peculiar* 

<ircumftance5^ 
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drcnmftances of it, k being a cafe entii^ljr new, as 
well as unprovided for by the laws in theix confti- 
tiition. 

The cafe was thus : — Two twin brothers had 
fallen in love with the fame woman, and ihe with 
them. The men and the woman lived in different 
parts 6f the fame Nome, and met accidentally at one 
•of their great folemnities ; it was at the feaft of the 
flzn, which is kept twice a year, beclufe, as I in- 
formed your reverences, their kingdom lies between 
the tropicks,but more on this fide the line than the 
other. This fituationis the occafion that they have, 
two fprings and two fummers. At the beginning 
of eachfpring, there are great feafts in every Nome, 
in honour of the fun •, they are held in the open 
fields, in teftimony of his being the immediate caufe^ 
H^in their opinion) of the production of all things^ 
All the facrifice they offer to him, are five little py- 
Tamids of incenle, according to the number of their 
Nxjmesi ^pkced mi the ^diar iji, pUi€«-of gold^ till 
they take fire of themfelves. Five young men and 
as many women are deputed by the governors to 
perform the office of placing the pyramids of incenfe 
on the altar, clad in their fpangled robes of the co- 
lour of ih.eNome,with crowns on their heads,^ march- 
ing up two by two, a man and a woman, between 
two rows of young men and women, placed theatre- 
wife, one above another, and make the moft beau- 
tiful £bew that eyes can behold. It happened that 
one of the twin Jbrothers was deputed, with the 
young lady I am fpeaking of, to make the firft couple 
for th^ placing the incenfe on the altar. They 
. marched up on different fides till they came to the 
altar. When they have placed the incenfe, they fa- 
lute each other, and crofs down, he by the ranks^of 
the women, and flie by the men, which they do with , 
a wonderful grace becoming fuch an auguft aflem- • 
\>\y-.. The defign of this is to encourage a decor ufit 
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io thecarriage of the young-people, and to give eKen 
» fight of «aSi othet in their gteateft Inftre. When 
the five couple have performed their ceremony, the 
other lanhs come two By two tothe^ltar, faUiting: 
icach ether, and crofKng as before, by which "mexa^ 
the yoang people have an opportunity of feeing 
every man and woman of the wnole company, tho' 
the placing of them i* done by lot. If they have 
not any engagement Wore, they generally take thfe 
firft liking to one another at fach interviews,: and 
the wonan^s love iand choice beintg^^hat determines 
the marriage, without any views «f ibtereft, beings 
as I fald, all equal in quality, the yosn^ gallaiitt 
make it their bufinefs to gain the afie6li<>n of t<^ 
pcrfon they like by their future fcrvices. To pre- 
vent inconveniencies of rivaLSiip at the begiiming, 'd 
the man be the perfon the woman likes, he prefenli 
her with a flower juft in the bud, which Jhe takti 
and puts in her breaft If ihe is engaged befoti^ 
iJwi ihew. h??!? *m^ fc ^riff ^er engagcttent; 
whith if in the bud only, fiiews the courtflaip li 
pone no further than the firft ptopoial andlikinj; 
if half blown, or the like, it is an emblem of further 
progrefc; if full-blown, it fignifies thit her choice 
is determined, from whence they can never recede ; 
that is, fhe can change the man that prefents it, but 
he cannot challenge her till Ihe has worn it publicly. 
If any diilike flwiuld happen after that, they afe to. 
,be fhut up, never to have any hulband. If Ihe has- 
no engagement, but does not approve of the perfon, 
ihe makes htm a low courtefy, with her eyes fhut 
till he is gone away. The women, k h tn^, for all 
this, have fome little coquettilh arts, diltembfing 
their aiFe<51ions now' and then, but not ofteii. If 
the man be engaged, he wears ibme favour ot other 
to Ihew it ; if ne likes not the woman, he prefents 
her wjth nothing ; if the woman fhbuld make fome 
^traordinary advances, without any of his fide; fiie 
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1ml& libel ty to. li^ee a^ maid, or- to be dlfpoftd qf a- 
Isoaf the widpvrs, being lookedupon as fuch, who, 
hy the bjre, marrf none but widowers. But to re- 
turn to the twins,-^it happened that the brother 
imho went with the lady to the altar, feeing fhe had 
mo bud upon, her breaft, fell in love with her, and 
&e with him ; the awe of the ceremony hindered 
them from taking any further notice of one anothei^ 
at that time. As fhe went down the ranks^ the 
tA&vt bTOtKcr faw her, and fell in love with her 
likewife, and contrives to meet hex with a bud in 
his hand, juibat tl\e^ ceremony ended, which fhe ac> 
cepts of, takinr him to be the perfon who had 
maarcied-up with her to the altar ; but being oblig- 
-ed.to go ofF.with the other young ladies ; whether 
the ooncern fhe had been in, in performing the cere- 
mony, before fuch an illuftrious aflembly, or the heat 
of the weatliep, or the joy fhe conceived in finding 
hex afPe^on reciprocal, or all together, had fuch an 
jciFe^, that fhe fell into a fainting fit among her 
companions ; who opening her bofom in hafte, not 
minding- the flower, it.fell down, and was trod under 
foot.. Juft.as fhe was recovered, the brother who 
performed the ceremony, came up andprefented hfs 
bud ; fhe thinking it had been that fhe had iofl, re^ 
ceived it. with a look, that fhewed he had.made a 
greater progrefs in her affed:ions than what the 
flower expreffed ; the laws not permitting any fur- 
ther converfation at that juncture, they retired to 
their refpeiftive habitations. Some time after, the 
brother who had the luck to prefent the firfl flower, 
who for diftimflion I fhall call the younger brother, 
as hereally was, found a way to make her a vifit by 
health, at a grated window^ which, as I obfervedj 
was pubjicly prohibited by the wife governors, but 
privately connived at to enhance their love. He 
came to her, and after fome amorous converfation, 
«nahes bold to prefent her the more advanced mark 

of 
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of Kit affection, which fhe accepted of, and gave him 
in return a fcarf worked with hearts, feparated bj 
little brambles, to (hew there was fome difficulties 
for him to overcome yet. However, they gave one 
another mutual afiurances of love, and he was per- 
mitted to profefs himfelf her lover, without declare 
ing her name, for fome private reafons fhe had.-^ 
Not long. after, the elder brother came and pro- 
cured an opportunity of meeting her at the lame 
window. The night was very dark, fo that he could 
not fee the fecdnd flower which Ihe had in her bo- 
fom, only Ihe received him with greater figns of joy 
and freedom than he expefted *, but reflecting on 
the figns he had remarked in her countenance, and 
after her illnefs, by a fort of natural vanity lor liis 
own merits, flattered himfelf that her paMon was 
rather greater than his, excufed himfelf for being fo 
long without feeing her, and added, that if he were 
to be guided by the height of his flame, he would 
fee her every night. Sne refleifling how lately fhe 
had feen him, thought his diligence v/as very extra- 
ordinary, but imputed it to the ardour of his pafldon^ 
In fine, ilie gave him fuch affured figns of love, that 
he thought in himfelf he might pafs the noiddle ce- 
remony, and prefent her with a full-blown flower, 
to make fure of her.. She took it, but told him, fhe 
would not wear it for fome time, till fhe had paffed 
fome forms, and had further proof of his conftancy ; 
but for his confirmation of her affeftion, fhe put out 
her hand as far as the grate would permit, which he 
kifftd with all the ardour of an inflamed lover ; 

. gives her a thoufand affurances of his fidelity, and 
me in return gave him a ribbon with two hearts in- 
terwoven with her own hair, feparated only with a 
little hedge of |>omegranate8, almofl ripe, to fhew 

' that the time of gathering the fruit was nigh at 
hand. Thus were the three lovers in the greatefl 
degree of happinefs imaginable. The brothers wore 

her 
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her favours on all public occafions, congratulating 
eac!i otlier for iLe fuccefs in their amours \ but as 
lovers affeil a Tecrecy in all the/ do, never telling 
one another who were the objeAs of their affedtion, 
the next great feaA drew on, when the younger 
t>i^otber thought it was time to prefen( the laft mark 
of his affe^ion, in order to demand her in marriage, 
which was ufu ally performed in tkofe public folem- 
nitles. He told her, he hoped it was ^ow time to 
reward his flame, by wearing the open flower, as a 
full fign of her con fen t, and gave her a full-blown 
artiEcial carnation, with gold flames and little hearts 
on the leaves, interwoven with wonderful art and 
ingenuity : fhe thinking it had been a repetition of 
the ardour of his afFeftion, took it, and put it in her 
bofom, with all the marks of tendernefs by which 
the fair fcx in all countries know how to reward all 
the pains of their lovers in a moment. Upon this 
hi refolved to aflc her of her parents, which was the 
only thing neceffary on his fide, the woman having 
right to demand any man's fon in the kingdom^ if 
fie had but prefented her with the tail mark of his 
affeftioh. The elder brother having given in his 
fome time before, thought the parents approbation 
was the only thing wanting on his fide, and refolves 
the fame day on the fame thing. They were ftrang- 
ly furprifed to meet one another, but feeing the dif- 
ferent favours, they did not know what to make of 
it. When the father came, they declared the eaufe 
of their coming, in terms which eameftly exprefiCed 
the agony of their minds : the father was in as great 
concern as th^ were, alTuring them, he had but one 
daughter, who, he was confident, would never give 
fuch encouragement to two lovers at the fame time, 
contrary to their law» ; but feeing their extreme 
likenefs, he guefiTed there muft be fome mifiake. — 
Upon this the daughter was fent for, who, being in- 
formed it was to declare her confent in the choice 

CL or 
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of her lover, came down "with four flowers In her 
bo(bm, not thinking but the two full-blown had 
belonged to the fame perfon, linc6 fee had received 
two before fee had worn the iirft. The defcription 
the poets give of the goddefs^«ttJ rifing out of the 
fea could not be more beautiful than the bloom thstt 
appeared in her cheeks'when fee came, into the room* 
I happened to be there prefent, being fent before by 
the rophar, to kt the father know of the Regent's 
intended vilit •, he being a conliderable officer, was 
to order his concerns accordingly. As foon as the 
young lady heard the caufe of their coming, and 
feeing them indilllnguifeably like each other, with 
the public iigns of her favours wrought with her 
own hand, which they brought along with thesa^ 
fee fcreamed out, " I am betrayed I" and immedi- 
ately fell into a fwoon flat on the floor, almoft be- 
tween her two lovers. The father, in a condition 
•very little better, fell down by his daughter, and 
bathing her with his tears, called to herto op^n her 
eyes, or he muft die along with her. The young 
n^cn Aoodlike ftatues,* with rage and defpair in their 
loolc^ at the fame time. I being the only indiffer- 
ent perfon in the room, though extremely furprifed 
at the event, called her mother and women to come 
to her afl'xflance ', they carried her into another room, 
undrejGTed her, and by proper remedies, brought her 
at laft to herfelf ; the firft word fee faid was •* Oh ! 
Bcrilla, what have you done J" All the reft was no- 
thing but fobs and iighs, enough to mielt the hard- 
eft heart. When fee was in a condition to explain 
herfelf, fee ^clared, fee liked the perfon pf tht man 
who went up with her to the altar ; thatfome time 
after, the fame perfon, as fee thotight, had prefented 
her with the firft marks of his afFeftion, which fee 
accepted of, and, in fine, had given her confent by 
wearing the full-blown flower ; but which of the 
two brothers it belonged to, fee could not tell ; 

adding. 
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adding, fhe was willing to fubmit to the decifion 
of the elders, or to undergo what puniibment the/ 
thought fit for her heedleJs indifcretion, though flie 
never defigned to entertain two perfons at the fame 
time, but took them to be the iame perfon. The 
care of the marriages being one of the fundamentals 
of their government, and there being no provifion in 
the law for this extraordinary cafe, the matter Vv'as - 
referred to the Pophar Regent, who was to be there 
in a few d^ys, with guards fet over the brothers for 
fear of mifchief, till a full hearing. The affair was 
difcufied before tlie Pophar Regent, anrf the reft of 
the elders of the j)lace. The three lovers were pre- 
fent before them, each of them in fuch an agony as 
cannot be expreffed. The brothers were fo alike, 
"it was hard to diftingulfh which was which ; the 
Regent afked them, which of the two went up to the 
altar with the young lady •, the elder faid it was he, 
which' the younger did not deny. The lady being 
interrogated, owned ftie defigned to entertain the 
perfon that went up with her to the altar, but went 
no farther than the firft liking. Tken they afked, 
which of the two brothers gave the firfl flower,— 
the younger faid, he prefumed he did, fince he fell 
in lore with her as {he went down the ranks, and 
contrived to give her the flower as fbon as the ce- 
remony was over, not knowing of his brothers af- 
feftion, neither did fbe bear any mark of eng^ge- 
mentjbut accepted of his fervice ; the lady like wife 
owning the receipt of fuch a flower,but loll it,faint- 
ing away in the crowd; but when, as flie thought, 
he reflored It to hert ^ did not like him.oiiite fo 
well, SL$ when flie received it the firft time> uippof- 
ing them to be the fame perfon. Being aiked who 
ga^e her the fecond, third, and laft mark of engage- 
ment, it appeared to be the younger brotherj whofc 
flower fhe wore publicly ia her bofom v but then 
ihe received the full-blown flower from the? elder 
Qjz^ , bjtothcr 
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brother alfo. The judges looked at one another 
for fome time, not knowing well what to fay to the 
matter. Then the Regent aiked her, when flie gave 
her confent* if fhe did not underftand the perfon to 
be him that went up with h^r to the altar ; ihe 
-owned ihe did, which was the elder, but in fa^ had 
placed her affections on the perfon who gave her 
the firft flower, which was the younger. Then the 
two brothers were placed before her, and Ihe was. 
a(ked, that fuppofing ihe were now at liberty, with- 
out any engagement, which of the two brothers ihe 
would chule for her huiband ; — ihe ilopped, and 
bluihed at the queflioD, but at length laid, the 
younger had been more af^duous in his courtihip,. 
and with that buril into tears, casing a look at the 
younger brother, which eaiily ihewed the fentiments 
of her heart. Every one was in the laft fufpcnce 
how the Regent would determine the caie; but the. 
young men expreffed fuch a concern in their looks, 
as if the lafl ientence of life and death, happinefs 
or mifery, was to be pronounced over them. When 
the Regent, with a countenance partly fevere as well 
as grave, turning towards the young lady, daughter, 
laid he, your ill fortune, or indifcretion, has deprived 
you from having either of them ; both you cannot 
have, and you have given both an equal right ; if 
either of them wiU give up their right, you 
may marry the other, not elfe. What do you fay, 
fons, fays he, will you contribute to make one of 
you happy ? They both perfiiled they would not 
give up their right till the laft gafp. Then, fays 
the Regent, turning to the lady, who was almolt 
dead with fear and confufion, iince neither of theni 
will give up their right, I pronounce fcntence on 
you, to be fiiut up from the commerce of men, till 
the death of one of your lovers ; then it fhall be left 
to your choice to marry the furvivor ; fo giving or^ 
ders to have her tak^n dway, the court Was going t^ 
break up, when the youttget brother falling on his 

knees. 
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Inees, -cied out, I yield my right rather than the 
^dorahieBertUafhouldbe miferable on my account ; 
let Ve ihut up from the commerce of men, for be- 
ing tfi^occafidn of fo^divine a creature 'is misfortune : 
'take her, brptheff,'and.be happy, and you, divine Be- 
riltay only pardeii the C,onfufion my innocent love 
has brought upon you, and then I fhall leave the 
world it peace. Here the.whole court rofeup,and the 
young man was going out when theRfegent flopped 
him ; Hold, fou, fay ne,;there is a greater happmefs 

■ preparing for you than you expecft ; Berilla is yonvs, 
' you alone defenre her, you love her good more than 

your o^il'; as I find her real love is for you, here, 
join your hands, as I find your hearts are already, 
' fo they were married immediately, the Regent leav- 

■ ing behind him a vaft idea not only of his juflicc, 
' but wifdom, in fo intricate a cafe. I drew an hif- 

torical piece of painting of this remarkable tryal, 
expreffiWg as nigh, as I could, the poltures and ago- 
nies of three lovers, and prefented 4t to the di- 
vine Ifyphena^ the Regent's daughter, telling her, 
■that rf ftef were to receive flowers as that young lady 
did,, file would ruin all the youths in Mezorania. 
'She received it blufhlng, and faid, j(he ihould never 
receive zmy but from one hand, nor even that, if ihe 
thought flie ihould do him any harm *, adding, her 
father had given a juft judgment, but turned off the 
difcourfe with fuch innoctnee, yet knowledge of 
v/hat fhe faid, that I was furprifed to the lafl de- 

free, not being able to guefs whether I had offended 
er or not. ^"^ 

Thefe vifitations in the company ©fthe Pophar^ 
gave me the opportunity of feeing all the different 
parts and chief curiofities of the whole empire. — 
Their great towns, efpecially the heads oi every 
' Nome, were built, as I faid, much after the fame 
form, differing chiefly in the fituatio^. Thefe are 
fihieflydefigned for the winter relldence, for their 
Cl^3 courtai 
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courts and coUeget, but pavticul^ly for iaflru^ing 
and poliihlng their youth of both.fexes, but with 
fuch admirable care and occonomy, to avoid all diT- 
foluteneis and idlenefs ; that, as I obferved before, 
there is no fuch thing known, as that any perion 
jfhould have no other bufinefs on their hands but vi- 
£ts and drefs^ efleeming thofe no better than brutes 
and barbarians, who are not conflantly employed, 
improving their natural talents in fome art or fcience^ 
Their villas, or places of pleafure, are fcattered all 
over the country, with mofli beautiful variety ; their 
villages and towns for manufa<^ures, trades, conve- 
niency of agriculture, &c> are innumerable ; their 
canals, and great la]kes,.fome of them lilce little feas, 
are very frequent, according as the nature of the 
country will allow *, with pleafure-houfcs and pa- 
vilionjd^ built at due dillances round the borders, in- 
terfperfed with iflands and groves, £bme natural, 
fome artificial; where, at proper feafons, you might 
fee thoufands of boats fkimming backwards and for* 
Avards, both for the pleafure and profit of fiftiing ; 
pf which there is an mexhauftible ilore : there are 
alfo vaft forejrts of infinite variety and delight, dif- 
tinguiflied here and 'there with theatrical fpaces or 
lawns, either natural or cut out by hand, for the 
conveniency of pitching their tents, in the hot fear 
fons ; with fuch romantic fcenes of deep vales, hang- 
ing woods, and precipices, natural falls and cafcades, 
or rather catarads of water over the rocks ; that 
all the decorations of art, are nothing but foils and 
ihadows to thofe majefiic beauties of nature; befides 
the glorious profpeds of different kinds over the 
edges of the mountains, where we paffed in our vi- 
iitations; fometimes prefenting us with a boundlefs 
view over the moil delicious plains in the world ; in 
other places, having our view terminated with other 
winding hills, exhaling their reviving perfiimes from 
innumerable fpecies of natural fruits and odoriferous 

ihrubs. 
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fhrlib«*- TraTelling thus by cafy journey*, ftayine 
or advancing in our progrcfs as we thought fit, I 
admired with infinite aelight, the eifeds of induftry 
and liberty, in a country where nature and art Teem- 
ed to vie with each other in their different produc- 
tions. There was another extraordinary Satisfac- 
tion I received in thefe vifitations, which was the 
opportunity of feeing, and partaking of their grand 
matches, Oi» rather companies, if I may ufe the ex- 
p^reffion, of their hunting and filhing, AH the young 
people with their governors, or afl who are able^ 
or .willing to go, at particular feafons, difperfe 
therofelves fo/ ^Jiefe hunts all over the kingdom : 
the country being ibprodigiouily fertile, that it pro- 
vides them almoft ol itfelf T^hatever is neceflary, or 
even deie(5lable for lif6 *, the people living in fome 
nieafuie in common^ and having no other intereft 
but that of a well regulated community^ They leave 
the towns at certain feafons, and go and live in tents 
for the conveniency of hunting and fifhing, accord- 
ing as the country and feafons are proper for each 
recreation. The flat part of the country (though it 
is generally more hilly than campaign) is flocked • 
with prodigious quantities of fowl and game, as 
pheafants, partridges of different kinds, much larger 
than our wild hens ; turkeys and peacocks, with 
other fpecies of game, which we have in Italy j . 
hares, almofl innumerable, but no coneys that ever 
I favv ; unlefs we call coneys a lefTer fort of hare, 
which feed and run along the cliffs and rocks, but 
do not burrough as ours do. There is alfo a fmall 
fort of wild goat much lefs than ours, not very fleet, 
of a very high tifte, and prodigioufly fat ; they take 
vaft quantities of all forts, but ftill leave fufficient . 
flock to fupply next feafon, except hurtful beafls, 
'which they kill whenever they can- But their great 
hunts are in the mountains and woodland partsof the 
country, where the forefts arc full of infinite quan- 
tities 
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lities ofmaft and fruiti, and .other food for wild 
bea^« of all kinds ; .but pamcularly itags of four 
or five different fpecles; ibme of which keep in the 
vildeft, parts^ alnioft as big as an horfe, whoie ftefii 
thcj dry and feafon with fpicea, and h the" d'eheft 
food I e^er tafteA Their wild fwiae are of twxj 
kind% fome vaftly large, others very little^ not 'much 
bigger than a lamb^ but prodigioufly fierce. This is 
the moil delicate meat, feeding on tlie mafts and wild 
fruits in thickeft part of the groves, nrlilti plying ex- 
ceedingly, where they are not difturbed, onefow 
bringing fizteen or eighteen pigs; fo that I have 
fecn thoulands of them^aught at on^ hunting match,, 
and fent for prefents to theotherparts of the king- 
dom, where they have none ; which is their way kx 
all their recreations, having perfons appointed ta 
carry the rarities of the country to one another, and. 
to the governors, parents, and friends left behihd- 
When they go up to their grand hunt, they chufc 
fome open vale, or vaft lawn, as far in the wild 
forefts as they can, where they pitch theirtents and 
there make rendezvous ; then they fend out their moft 
courageous young men in fmall bodies of ten in a 
company ,well armed, each with his fpear andfaiee 
Hung on his back, which of late years they find'^ 
more ferviceable againil -wild beafts than ipears, 
having got famples of them from Perfia. Thefe 
go quietly through the wildeft parts of the foreft at 
proper dillances, iq as to meet at fuch a place,whichr 
IS to view the ground, and find a place proper to 
make their Hand and pitch their toils^ They will" 
be feveral days out about this, but are to make no • 
noife, nor kill any wild beaft, unlefs attacked ; or 
come upon him in his couch at unawares, that thej 
may not difturb tKe refti When they have made 
their report, feveral thoufands of them furround a '. 
coniiderable part of the foreft, ftanding clofe to- 
gether for their mutual affiftance, making as great 

a noife:. . 
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a noife as they can with dogs, drums, and rattles, and 
other noify iniftruments, to frighten the game to- 
wards the centre, that none may efcape the circle. 
When this is done, all advance in a breafl, encourag- 
ing their dogs, founding their horns, beating their 
drums and rattles, that the moil courageous beaHs 
are all rouzed, and run before them towards the 
centre, till by this means they have driven together 
feveral hundreds of wild beails, lions, elks, wild 
boars,ilags,foxes,hares,in fine, all fuch forts of beails 
as were within that circle. It is moil terrible to 
fee fuch 3. heap of cruel beafts gathered together, 
grinning and roaring at one another in a moil fright- 
ful manner ; but the wild boar is the mailer of all. 
Whoever comes near him in that rage, even the larg- 
efl lion, he ilrikes at him with his tuiks and makes 
him keep his diflance. When they arc brought 
wuthin a proper compafs, they pitch their toils 
round them, and enclofe them in, every man join- 
ing clofe to his neighbour, holding out their fpears 
to keep them off. If any beail (hould endeavour to 
efcape, v/hich fome will do now and then, (par- 
ticularly the wild boars) they run a-head againil 
the points of the fpears, and make very martial 
fport. They told me, that once a prodigious v/ild 
fow broke ihrousjh three files of fpears, overturned 
the men, and made a gap that fet them all a running 
almofl in a body that way ; that they were forced 
to open and let them take their career, and fo loll all 
their labour. But now they have men ready with 
their fufees to drop any beail that fhould offer to 
turn a-head. When they are enclofed, there is moil 
terrible work, the grcateil beails fighting and gor- 
ing one another for rage and fpite, and the more^ 
fearful running into the toils for fhelter. Then 
our men with their fufees drop the largeil as fail as 
they can. When they ihoot the wild boar, three 
or four aim at him at a time, to be fure to drop him- 

Of 
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or di fable him, otherwife he runs full at the lalt 
that Mrounded him, with fuch fury, that fometimes 
he will break through the ftrongefl toib ; but his 
companions all join their fpears to k.eep hiih off.— 
When they have dropped ail that are dangerous, and 
as much as they have a mind, they open their toil** 
and difpatch all that are gafping. 1 have known 
above an hundred head of beafts of all forts killed 
in one day. Then they carry off their fpoil to the 
rendezvous, feafting and rejoicing, and fending pre- 
fcnts as before. 

There is oftentimes very great danger when they 
go through the woods to make difcovery of their 
haunts ; becaufe, going in fmall companies, fome 
ftubbom beaft or other will attack them dire<R:ly ; 
every man, as I faid, has a fufee flung at his back^ 
and his fpear in his hand for his defence. Being 
once in one of their parties, w*e Humbled on a pro- 
digioufly wild boar, as he was l)^lR*g in his haunt juft 
in our way ; feme of us w^ere pafiRng by him, but I 
thought fuch a noble prey wa^not to be lat go ; fo 
w^e furrounded htm, and drew up to him with more 
courage and curiofity than prudence :' one of my 
companions, who was my intimate friend^ being one 
of thofe who c.0JQdu6led me over the defarts, came 
up nigher to him than the reft, with his fpear in his 
Bands, ftretched out ready to leceive him^in cafe he 
fliould co'me at him; at which the beaft It ar ted up 
of a fudden, v^ith a noiie that would have terrified 
the ftouteft hero, and made at him with fuch a fury 
that v;e gave him for loft. He ftood his ground wath 
fo much courage, and held his fpear fo firm and ex- 
a£l, that he run it dire(5lly-up the ^outh of the 
beaft, quite into the inner part of his throat*, the 
boar roared and fhook his head in a terrible manner,, 
endeavouring to get the fpear out, which if he had 
done, all the world could not hav^faved the young 
man. I, fteing the danger, ran in with the fame pre- 
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ripitancy, and ola|>ping the muzzle of my gun almoft 
clofe to hh fide, a little behind his fore-fhoulder, 
fliot him quite through the body ; fo he dropped 
down quite dead before us. Juft as we thought the 
danger was -over, the fow, hearing kis cry, came rufh- 
ing on us, and that fo fuddenly, that before I could 
turn myfclf with rny ipear, fhe llruck at me behind 
with her Tnout, and pufhing on at the fame time, 
knocked me down with her impetuofity, and the 
place being a little ihelving, came tumbling quiit 
over me, which was tTie occafion of faving my life. 
I was fcarce got on my feet, and on my guard, not 
only afhamedof the foil, but very well apprifed of 
the danger, when makihg gt me alone, though my 
companions came in to my affillance, flie puSied at 
ine a fecond time with equal fury. I held my fpear 
with all my might, thinking to tajceher in the mouth, 
Ijut miffinff my aim, I took her jufl in the throat, 
where the nead and neck join, and thrufl my fpear 
with fuch force, her own career meeting me, that 1 
ftruck quite through herwindpipe,ftrikingthe fpear 
in her neck^bone 10 fall, that when fhe dropt, v^ 
could fcarce get i^ out again. She. tofled and reeled 
her head a good while before fhe fell ; but her wind- 
pipe being cut, and bleeding inwardly, fhe was foon 
choaked. My companions had hit her with their 
fpears on the fides and back, but her hide and briilles 
were fo thick and hard, they did her very little da- 
mage. They all applauded my courage and vi^ory, 
as if I had killed both the fwine. Bil.t I, as juilice 
required, gave the greatefl part of the glory, for the 
death of the boar, to the courageous dexterity of 
the young man, who had expofed himfelf fo gene- 
Toufly, and hit him fo exn<51 in the throat. We left 
the carcafTes there, not being able to carry them off *, 
but marking the place, when we had made our ob- 
fervations, we brought others with us to carry them 
o^'. I had the honor to carry the boar's head on 
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the point of my fpear, which I would have given 

to the young man, but he refufed it, faying, I had 

. pot only killed it, but faved his life into thje bargain. 

The honor being judg'd to me by every on€{, I fent 



it away as a prefent to the divine Jfiphenay a thing 
allowed by their cuftoms, though as yet I x^ever durft 
make any declarations of love. , She accepted .of it, 
but added, ihe hoped I would make no more fuch 
prefents, and explained herfelf any further. 

Thefe people naving no wars, nor combats with 
men, which are not allowed for fear of deftroying 
their own fpecies, have no other way of fhewing 
their courage but againft wild beafts ; where, with- 
out waiting for any exprefs order of their fuperiors. 
they will expofe themfelves to a great degree, ^na 
fometimes perform exploits worthy the greateft. b^^ 
roeSi ^ ' 

Their fiihing b of two kmds^ oiie for reelhe- 
ntion and profit, the other to deflroy the O'ocodiles 
and alligatoTs/which are only found tn the great laies 
and the rivers that ruTi into them, and that in the 
hotter and campaign parts of the country* In lome 
lakes, even the largeft, they cannot live, in others 
they breed prodigiouCy. As they fifh for them, 
only to deftroj them, ihey chufe the pro pe reft time 
for it, that is, when the eggs are liatching ; which 
is done in the hot fanfds, by the fides of the rivers 
and lakes. The old ones are not only very ravenous 
at that time, but lie lurking in the water near their 
eggs, and are fo prodigioufly fierce, that there is no . 
taking their eggs, unlefsyou contrive to kill the old> 
ones before. Their way to fifii for them is thus ; 
they beat at a diftance.by the fides of the rivers and 
lakes, where they breed, which makes the old ones 
hide themfelves in the water; then twenty or thirty 
of the young men row quietly backward and for- 
ward on the water,where they fuppofe the creatures, 
are ; having a great many ftrong lines with hooks, 
made after the manner of fiih- hooks, well armed as 
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for as the throat of the animsil reaches. Thefehooti 
they faften under the wings of ducks andn^a^F- ' 
fowls, kept for thepurpofe, which they let drefp out 
ofthe boat, and fwm about the lake. Whenever the 
ducks come over the places where the creatures are, 
they ftrike at them, and fwatlow the poor duck im- 
mediately, and fo hook themfelves witn the violence 
ftnd check of the boat. As fbon as one is ho<^edt 
they tow him floundering and beating the water at 
a ftrange rate, till they have brought him into the 
middle from the reft of bis companions, who all lie 
near the banks ; then the other boats furround him. 
and dart their harping- fpears at him till they ^111 
him. Thefe harping-fpears are pointed with the 
iineft tempered fteel, extremely fharp, with beards 
to hinder them from coming out of his body; there 
is a Ime faftened to the fpear to draw it back^ and 
the creature along with it; as, alio to hinder the 
fpear from flying too far if they mifs their aim.-— 
Some of them are prodigioufly dextrous dt it ; but 
there is no piercing the treature but. on his belly, 
which they muft hit as he flounders and rolls him- 
felf in the water. If a fpear hits the icales of his 
back^ it will fly off as from a rock, not without fome 
danger to thofe who are very nigh, though they ge- 
ner^ly know the length of the ft^ing. I was really 
apprehenfive of thofe ftrange fierce creatures at firft, 
and took a confld^able time before I could dart with 
any dexterity •, but th«defire of glory, and the ap- 
plaufes which are given to thofe that excel, who have 
the flcins carried like trophies before their miftreffeis; 
this, and the charms of the Regent's daughter, fo iu- 
fpired nie, that I frequently carried the .priie^ It 
is one of the iineft recreations in the world; you 
might fee feveral himdred boats at a time, either em- • 
ployed, or as fpeAators, with fhouts and cries when 
the creature is hit in the right place, that makes the 
v^ry banlss tremble. When they have killed all the 
R old 
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old'one^ they fend their people on the ihore to rskc 
for the egi^ which they bum and deitroy on the 
ipot ; not but fome will be hatched before the reft, 
and creep into the water to ferve for fport the next 
y^r. They deftroy thefe amiiuils,not only for their 
own fecurity' in the ufe of the lakes, but alfo to 
preferve the wild fowl and fifh, which are devoured 
aj^d defiroyed by the crocodiles* 

j^\tt the fiihing on the great lakeGil-gol, or lake 
of lakes,i8 without any danger, there being no alliga- 
tors in that water, and is only for recreation and the 
profit of the fifh* The lake is above an hundred Ita* 
lian miles in circumference.^ At proper feafons the 
whole lake is covered with boats; gteat numbers 
of them full of ladies to fee the fports, befides 
what are on the iflands and fbores, with trumpets, 
hautboys, and other myfical inftruments playing all 
the while. It is impoflible to deferibe the different 
kinds of fifh the lake abounds with ; fuch as we 
know nothing of in Europe ; though they have 
ibme like ours, but much larger, as j^es, or a fifh 
like a pike, two or three yards long ; a fifh like a 
bream, a yard and an half over; carps, forty or fifty 
pounds weight ; they catch incredible numbers of 
them ; fome kinds in one part of the lake, fbme in 
another. They fifh thus, and feafl on what they 
catch for a fortnight or three, weeks, if the feafou 
proves kind, retiring at night to their tents, either, 
on the iflands or ihore, where there are perfons em- 
ployed in drying and curing what are proper for 
ufe } fending prefents of them into other parts of 
the country, in exchange for venifon, fowl, and the 
like. ^Though there are noble lakes and ponds even 
in the forefb, made by the enclofures of the hills and 
woods, that are flored with excellent fiih, yet they 

are 

♦ The lake Mens, HI -Egypt, according to DioAnts Sicuits, 
and HerpJitMSy quoted by tjie BUhop of Mcaux, Hijt. Urn, SeS. 3. 
was an hundred and fourfccrc French leagues in circumference. 
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are entirely dcllitute of ih6 beft fort,, that is fea- 
fifh. When this filhing is over, the/ retire to thre 
towns,, becaufe of the rainy feafons, which begin 
preiently after* 

I am going now to eater into a part of my lije 
of which I am in fome doubt whether it is proper 
to lay before your reverences or not ; I mean the 
hopes and fears, the joys and anxieties of a young 
man in love ; but in an honorable way, with no lefs 
a perfon than the daughter of the Regent of this vaft 
empire. Though I ftiall not enter into the detail 
of the many various circumllances amending fuch a 
pafSon,. but fhall juft jtouch on fome particular pcf- 
lages which are very extraordinary, even in a palHonr 
which generally,, of itfelf, runs into extremes* You-r 
reverences wiU remember, that there is no real dif- 
tindlion of quality in thefe people, nor any regard 
either to interest or dignity, but meiely to perfonaL 
merit v their chief view being to render inat Hate 
happy, which malces up the belter part of humaa 
life. I had nothing therefore to do in this affair 
but to fix my choice, and endeavour to pleafe and 
be pleafed. My choice was foon determined ; the 
firft time I faw the incomparable J/ijfhe?tar tha Re- 
gent's daughter, though ihe waf then but ten year* 
old, tea thoufand budding beauties appeared in her., 
with Aich unutterable charms, that although I as 
good as defpaired of arriving at my wiflied-for hap- 
pinefs, I was reiblved to fix there or no where. 

I obferved, when I was- firll introduced into her 
company,. by the Regeivt her father, fhe had her eye 
fixed on me, as a flrangcr as I fuppofed, but yet with 
more, than a girli& curiofity. I was informed af- 
terwards that fhe told hex play-fellows, that that 
ilranger fhoidd be her hufband, or no one. The 
wife Pophar, her father, had obferved ific, and whe- 
ther it was from his knowledge of the fex, and their 
unacoountable fondnefs for ftrapgers^^or whether he 
R a difapproved 
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difapproved of the thought, I caanot tell, but h& 
was rcfolved to try both our conftancies to the ut- 
moSi- I was obliged by the Pophar to teach her 
and fome other young ladies, as well as the young 
men, to paint» but it was; always in the father or 
mother's company. Not to detain your reverences^ 
with matters quite foreign to^ and perhaps unwor- 
thy your cognizance, it was five years before I durii 
let her fee the leaft gljmmering of my afFe^i<m. She 
was now fifteen,, which was the height of her bloom. 
Her father feeing fl^e: carri^l no mark of any en- 
gagenoent> aflced her in a familiar way, if her eyes 
h^ made no conquefla; ihe blufhed and faid, fhe 
hoped not. He told me alfo as a friend, that I was 
older than their cuftoms cared to allow young men 
to live fingle, and with a fmile aiked me if the 
charms of the BaiTa's daughter, of GranH Cairo, had 
cxtinguifhedin me all thoughts of love. I told him^ 
there were obje^s enough in Mexorania to make^ 
-one forget any thing one had feen before, but that 
being a ilranger, I was willing to be thoroughly ac- 
quainted with the genius of the people, left I fhould 
make any one unhappy. I was juil come back from 
one of our viiitations, when I was flrack with the* 
moil lively fenfe of gsief I ever f^ in my life, i 
had always obferved before^that-J^/^A^a never wore 
any fign of engagement^ but then I found {he<:ar- 
Tied a bud in her bofom ; I fell ill immediately up- 
on it,which fhe perceiving, <ame to.fee me without 
any bud, as ^e ufed to be before,. keeping her eyes 
tipon me to fee what effeft it would have. Seeing 
ier continue without any marks of engagement, 1 
recove!»ed, and made bold to tell her one day, that 
I could not but pity the miserable perfon, whoever 
ke was, who had \o& the place i^n her bofom he had 
before. She faid unconcen^ly, -that both the Wear- 
ing and taking away the flower from her bofmn, 
w*s do^e <mt.of ld|idne& tp the pw&ik, I, was the* 
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fo taken up with contrary thought?, tha^ I did not 
perceive ihe meant to try whether fhe was the ob- 
je6i of my thoughts or not. However, finding /he- 
carried no more maris of engagement, I was refolv- 
ed to try my fortune for life or death, when an op- 
portunity offered beyond my wift. . Her mother 
brought her to perfect a piece of painting fhe was 
drawing j I oblerved a melancholy and trouble in 
her countenance I had never feen before ; that mo- 
ment the mother was fent for to the Regent ; I made 
ufe of it to aflcher, what it was that affe<5ted,her in 
fo fenfible a manner ; I pronounced thefe words 
with fuch emotion and concern on my own part, that 
ihe might eafily fee I was'in fome very great agony. 
She expreffed a great deal of conftifion at the quef- 
tion, infomuch, that without anfweririg a worcl, fhe 
got up and went out of the roodi, leaving me leaning 
agalnd the wall ' almoft without life or motion. 
Other company coming in, I was roufed out of my 
lethargy, and fhrunk away to my own apartment, 
but agitated with fuch numberlefs fears, as left me 
almoft deflitute of reafon. However, I was refolv- 
ed'to malce a molt jufl difcovery, and to be fully de- 
termined in my happinefs or mifery. There was a 
grated window on the back -fide of the palace where 
I had feen JfipkenaVfiXk fometimes, b6t never dared 
to approach; I v/ent thither in the evening, and faw 
her by herfelf. I ventured to it, and falling on my 
knees, afked her for heaven's faLe what v/as the mat- 
ter, or if I had offended her ? She immediately 
burft into fears, andjuii faid» afk no more, and with- 
drew •, though I cannot fay with any figns of indig- 
nation. Some time after I was fent for to teachu 
her in the finiihing of her piece. I muft tell your 
reverences, vhat I had pHvately drawn that pi<5lure 
of her which you faw, and pur ihe litrle boy in af- 
tertvards. In a hurry I had left it behind me in-my 
dofet, which the Pophar had found aciddentallj^ 
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and taken awsgr wiAotit my knowledge; heEaf 
ihewn it to the mother, and making as if he^did 
3101 mind JJipkena^ who iloodljy and faw it, (as ihe 
ilought undifcerned) thea feemed to talk in a threat^ 
eaing tone to the mother about it. When I came 
in, I had juft courage enough to caft one glance at 
Jfiphena, '7/hen methought I faw her eyes meet mine^ 
and fhewed a mixture of comfort and trouble at the 
fiime time. As this fubje^t cannot be very proper 
for your reverences ears,! fhall comprife in half axv 
hour what coil me whole years of fighs and folic i- 
tude, though happily crowned at laft with unfpeak-- 
able joys. This trouble in Ifiphenui was, that hav*- 
ing made hcrfelf miftrefrof the pencil, Ae had pri- 
vately drawn vk^ pi^ure in miniature, which ihe;^ 
kept fecretly in her bofom, but that had been dif- 
*overed by the mother, as mine was by the father, 
who to try her conftancy, had expreffed the utnaoft 
indignation at it ; but her ^eateft trouble wa3, left 
I fhould know, and take it for a difcovery of her 
love, before J had made any overtiures of nune. I^jl 
pronefs of time v/e came to an eclaircifiement, Hie 
received xoy two firil flowers ; but becau& J^wa« 
half a ftrangerto their race, we^were to give iomc 
more iignal proof of our love ind Conftismciy tha^ 
prdinary. We had frequently common occafions 
offered U9, fuch as might be looked^upon as.the great- 
eft trials. She was the paragon not only of the 
Icingdom, but poflibly of the univerfefor all pcr- 
fe<^ions as could be fbund^-in her fex, JHer ftature 
was about the middle fee,; the juft proportion of 
her fliape made her really taller than Ihe feemed to 
be; her hair was black* indeed, but of ^ jnuch finer 
glofs than the reft, nor ^uite fo much curled, hang- 
ing down in eaiy tr.e0ear over her ihoulders, and 

• ihading 
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ftadloff fome part of her beautHbl cHeelcs. I$er 
eyes, though not fo large as our Europeans, darted' 
fuch luftre, with a niwurcof fwectnefs andvivacitj^ 
that it was impoiftble not to be charmed with theit: 
rays ; her features were not only the moft exa<fl, but 
inimitable and peculiar to herfelf. In fTne, her 
nofe, mouth, teeth^tiirn of the- face, all concurring 
together to form the moft e:(qu»fiU fymmetry, and 
adorned with the bloom beyond all the bluihes of 
the new-bom aurora, rendered her the moft charm- 
ing, and the mpft dangerous objeft in nature. The 
Bobleft and gayeft youths of all the land paid their 
fcomage3 to her adorable perfedions, but all in vainy 
Ae avoided doing hurt wher^ ftie could do no good v 
ihedid not fo much fcorp as ^ut her eye^to all their 
offers, though fuch a treafure gave me ten thoufand* 
aQ^ieties beiore ikn^w what $are I had it it ; but 
"wften once fhe received my addrefTe*, the fecurity 
htT conft^nt virtue gav? me was proportionable to- 
the immenfe value of her perfon. l?or my part, E 
had fome trials on tny fide. I was furrounded with 
beauties who found 9 great many ways to ihew me 
iftey had no diftike to me. Whether being a ftr^nger 
•f different f(^atur,es and make from their youth, gave 
them a more pleafing c^i<?fity, or the tallnefs 91 my 
ftature, fomething exceeding any of theirs,, or the 
gaiety of my temper,:*'hich gave me a freer air than h 
Sfual with them,, being gs I obferved, naturallji too^ 
grave ,be that as it will^ Jfiphena^^hn^ht fenie eaiily 
^w ImadefomefacriiScestoher; but^ehadgreaseV 
trials than all this to undcrgo,wbJch I fhall J)rie%re 
Lae to your reverences, for the particularity pf them^ 
When I thought I was almoft ^rrWed at the height 
of my happinefsybeing affured of the heart of the di- 
vine ffiphrnai the Pophar came to me one; day with 
the moft fe;eming concern in his countenance I ever 
marked in him, even beyond that of the aft^ir with the 
€ieatBafia's daughter. After a Ihtle paoft, he told 
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me, he had obfenred the love between h^s -daughtexw 
and myfelf, that out of kindne fs to my perfoD, he, 
had confuhed their wife men about it» who all con- 
cluded, that on account of mj hmg a ftranger, and 
not of the race by the father's fide, I could never mar- 
ry his daughter y fo that I muft either folemnly re- 
nounce all pretenfions'to her, or be fhut up for ever^ 
without any commerce with his people till death.. 
But, fays he, to ihew that we do jufUce to your me- 
rit, you are to hs^ve a public iftatue eredled in your, 
honor, becaufe you have taught us the art of paint- 
ing,which is to be crown'd with a garland of flowers,, 
by the moil beautiful young won^an in the kingdom; 
thus you live to glory, though you are dead to the 
world. But if you will renounce all pretenfions to- 
mj daughter, we will furniih you with riches fuffi- 
cient, with the haodfomenefs of your perfon, to gain 
the greateH princefs in the world, provided you will 
give a fblemn oath never to difcover the way to this 
place, r fell down on my knees before him» and 
cried out, here take me, ihut me up, kill me, cut me 
in a thoufandpieces, I will never renounce IJiphena^ 
He faid no more, but that their laws muft be obeyed. 
I obferved tears in his eyes as he went out, which 
made me fee he was in eameft. I had fcarce time * 
to refle(ft on my miierable Hate, or rather was in- 
capable of any reflexion at all, when four perfons 
came in with a difmal heavinefs in their looJcs, and 
bid me come along with them *, they were to con- 
duA me to the plaee o£ my confinement. In the ■ 
mean time,, the Pophar goes, to his daughter, and 
tells her the- fame thing,, only added, .that I was to - 
be fent back to my own country, loaded with fuch 
immenfe riches, as might procure meihe love of any. 
w&man in the world ; for^fays he, thofe barbarians, . 
meaning the EuropeanS|.will marry their daughters, 
to any one who has but riches enough to buy them ; . 
tKe men will do the fame with refpeA to the wo- 
men : • 

Digitized by CjOOQ iC 



&«NOK Ga^bsntio i>i Lucca. 177 

men :. let the woman be whofe daughter ihe will, 
. if fhe had but nioney enough to purcha'fe a kingdom, 
a king would marry her. Before he. had pronounced 
all thw, Ifiphma had not ibrength to hear it out, but 
fell down in a fwoon at his feet ; when ihe was come 
to herfeH, he endeavoured to comfort her, and ad- 
ded, that £be wate to have the young Pophar's fon, 
a. youth about her hge ; for though he was not old 
enough to govern, he was old enough to have chil- 
dren ; he weht on and told her, I was to have a ila- 
tue creAed Ia honor of me, to be crowned by the 
faired woman in all Mezoraniay which, fays he, is 
judged to be youxfelf •,. and if you refufe it, Amnx)' 
pkttla is to be theperfon. This was the lAoft beau- 
tiful woman next Ifiphtna^ and by fome thought 
equal to her, whofe £gns of her approbation and 
likii^ to nay per£[>n, I had taken no notice of, for the 
fake oiJfipkena^ She anfwer'd with a refolution that 
was furprifing, even .to her father, that ihe would 
die before flie would be wanting in her duty, but 
that their laws allov/ed her to chufe whom fhe 
pleafed for her hufband, without being undutiful ; 
that as for the crowning of the ftatue, Ihe accepted 
^f. it, not for the reafon he gave, but to pay her iaft 
Tefj)eds to flay memory, who ihe was fure wouW 
fiever marry any one elfe. -^s for the young Po- 
phar,ihe would give her anfwer- wheivthe ceremony 
was over. When ^U things were raady for the c^ 
renwny^ there was pu^blic praclamation made in all 
parts of the Npme, that,wheroas I had brought inio 
ihe kingdom^ and freely communicated to them,, the 
noble art of pahiting, I was to have a public ilatue 
«re<fted in my honor, to be crowned with a crown 
of flowers by the hand of the faireil woman in all 
Mezorania. Accordingly a ftatue of full propor- 
tion, of the fineit poli&ed marble, was ereded ill 
one of their fpacious fquares, with my name en- 
graved on the pedeftal, in golden chara<^ers, fetting 

forth 
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forth the fervice I had done the commoniiirealth, C^r. 
The ftatue had the pidure o'iJfipkena \tk one hand, 
and the emblems of the art in the other. The lait 
kindnefs I was to receive, was to be permitted to 
fee the ceremonjr with a perfpe^ive glais, from the 
top of an high towor belonging to the place of my 
confinement, from whence I could difcern ever/ mi- 
nute cfrcumflance that pafied. 'Immediatel/ the 
crowd opened to make way for l/tphena^ who ^ame 
in the Regent's triumphant chariot, drawn bj ei^ht 
white hones, all caparifoned with srold and precious 
ftones, herfelf more refplendan't than the iun they 
adored. There was a fcaffold with a throne upon 
it, juil dofe to the ftatue,wkh gilt ileps, for her to 
go up to put the crown on the head of it* As foon 
as ihe appeared a fhout of joy ran through the whole 
crowd, applauding the choice of her beauty, and the 
work fhe was going to perform: then proclamation 
was made again for the fame intent, letting forth' 
the reafons of the ceremony. When all was filent» 
fhe fteps from the throne to the degrees with the 
crown jn her hand, holding it Up to be feen by all, 
fapported by Amnophilla and Menifa^ two of the 
moll beautiful virgins after herfelf. There appear- 
ed a ferenity in the looks of IJtpkena beyond what 
could be expefted, exprefling a fixt refolution at 
the fame time. As foon as fhe had put the crown 
on the head of the flatue^ which was applauded with 
repeated fhouts and acclamations, fhe, ftood ilill for 
fome time, with an air that fhewed fhe was dcter^ 
mined for fome great a<5lidn, and turning to the 
oi£cer«„ ordered them to make proclamation, that 
-every one fhould remark what flie was going to do. 
Upon this thejx was a profound filence through the 
whole affembly ; then fhe went up the fleps again, 
taking out the mofl confpicuous flower in the whole 
crown,'^ atid; putting, it in the right hand of the flatuc, 
claps it into her bofom, with the other two fhe ha4 

received 
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received from me before, as a fign of her content 
for marriage, which could not be violated, at >vhich 
there arofe a ihout ten times louder than any before, 
applauding fucn an heroic z6k. of conHanc/, as had 
never been feen in Mezorania. The Recent ran up 
to her, and embracing her with tears ot joy trick- 
ling down his cheeks, faid, fhe ihould have her 
choice, fince ihe had fulfilled the law^ and fupplied 
all defeA by that ^xtraordinay aft of fidelity, with 
orders to have that heroic aftion regiftered in the 
public records, for an example and encouragement 
of conftancy to pofierity* But the people cried out, 
where; is the man? where is the man ? let their con- 
Aancy be rewarded immediately* 



Utre the rtader^ as well as the fuhlipier, will 
lament the irrtparahle lofs oftheJheetSy whhh 
were- mi/lead at his coming <yver ; he does net 
fretend to charge his memory with what they 
contained s juft having had time to run them 
frver in the Italian^ whtn Signer Rhedi get 
them cofied out for him. As far as the fuh^- 
lifher remembers^ the lofijheets contained feve^ 
ral difcqurfes hetween the Pofhar and Gaudcn- 
tio, concerning religion, fhilofofhy, politicks y 
mndtheliiej with the account of the lofs of his 
vfife and childmeny andfome other accidents thai 
hefel him during his flay in the country y which, 
4ts wefhallfe, induced him to have the flace; 
tvithfeveral curious remarks (>/" Signer Rhedi ; 
mil which, would doultlefs haife given a great 
Mai of fatisfaBion to the reader; hut no ^^e 
can lefo much coficerned for the lofs as the -pvk^ 

lipier, 
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tijkery fince they canrtct now be repaired, by rea- 
Jon of the death of the fame Signer Rhedi ; 
nenxr to he fiifficiently regretted by the learned 
world. 



TKefe difcourfes* made very ci;e^t impreffions 
on the mind of a pcrfon of fo much penetration as 
the Regent was, infomuch, that he feemed refolved 
V hen his regency was out, which wapted now but a 
year, to go along with me into JEurope, during the 
Hay he was to make at Grand Cairo, to examine 
matters at the fountain head, wifely judging a con- 
lideration of fuch confequence, as that of religion, 
to be no indifferent thing. For my own part,not- 
withftanding the beauty and riches of the country, I 
could find no fatisfadion in a place where I hadJoft 
all that was dear to me, though I had the comfort 
to have my dear Jfiphena and her three children all 
baptized by my own hand before they died ; neither 
could length of time allay my grief, but on tl^e con- 
trary, every thing I faw revived the memory of my 
irreparable lofs. I confidered the inilability of the 
fleeting joys of this world, where I thought I had 
built my happinefs, for a man of my fortune, on the 
molt folid foundation. But alas ! all was gone as 
if it had been but a dream, and the adorable Ifiphena 
was no more. The good old Pophar was in a very 
little better condition, having loft his deareft daugh* 
ter and his litde grand children, particularly the 
eldeft boy, who is in that pi^ure wath liis mother. 
This refledion on the vanity of human felicity, 

' fiiade 

* Prcbably about the chiiftian rciigioo, which arc loft as afore- 
said. 



d by Google 



Si^j^oR Cav»£kti9 di Lvcca. i8i 

made him more difpofed to hear the truths of our 
divine religion, fo that he was refolved to, go and 
fearch further into the reafon« for it. There was 
another yet more forcible reafon induced me to fo- 
licit the Pophar for my return into my native coun- 
try, which was the care of my future ftate. I had 
lived fo many years without the exercife of thofe 
duties our church obliges us to perform, and though 
I had not been guilty of any great crimes, I was not 
w illing to die out of her boiom : however, to do 
all the good I could to a country where I had once 
enjoyed fo much happinefs, this being the laft year 
wc were to ftay, I at length perfuaded the Regent, 
that there might be fome danger of an invalion of 
his coimtry, from the opponte fide towards the 
fouthem tropic ; at leaft, I did not know but there 
might be fome habitable climate that may not he 
fo far over the fands as towards Lybia and Egypt. 
1 had often fignified my thoughts to him in that re- 
ipecEl. I told him, that though his kingdom was 
fife and inacceflible to all but ourfelves on that fide, 
it was poflible, it might be nigher the great ocean 
on the oppofite one ; or that the fands might not 
be of fuck extent ; or in fine, there might be ridges 
of mountains, and from them, rivers running into 
the ocean, by which, in procefs of time, fome bar- 
barous people might afcend and difturb their long 
uninterrupted reft, without any fence to guard 
againft fuch an emergency. This laft thought 
alarmed him, fo we were refolved to make a new 
trial, without communicating the defign to any but 
the chief council of five, v/here we were fure,df ir>^ 
violable fecrecy. What confirmed me in my notion 
was^ that when we were on the utmoft point of our 
mountains fouthward, looking over the defarts^ I 
could perceive fomething like clouds or fog« hanging 
always towards one part. I i magined them to be fogs 
covering the tops ot fome great mountai»s> whia» 
S muft. 
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mufl have habitable vales. Being refolved to ma^e 
a trial, we provided all things accordingly, and fet 
out from the furtheft part of the kingdom fouth^ 
wards, taking only five tjerfons in our company, 
fleering our courfe direaly towards that point of 
the horizon where I obierved the thick Ait always 
hanging towards one place. We took provifion and 
water but for ten Jays, leaving word, that they 
fliould not trouble themfelves about us, unlefs we 
made a confiderable ftay, becaufe, in cafe we found 
mountains, we fhould always find fprings and fruits 
to fubfift on, while we made a further fearch into 
the country ; otherwife, if we faw no hopes at the 
five days end, we fhould return the other five, and 
take new mcafures. The third day of our voyage, 
we found the deferts nothing fo barren as we ex- 
pe^ed; the ground grew pretty hard, and the fourth 
day, difcovered fome tufts of mofs and fhrubs, by 
-which we conjectured, we fhould foon come to firm 
land; the evening of that day we difcovered the tops 
of the hills, but further off than we thought on, lb 
that though we travelled at a great rate all that 
night and moft of the next day, we could only arrive 
at the foot of them the fifth day at niglrt. After 
fome little fearch, we came to a fine fpring, but, to 
our comfort, no figns of inhabitants ; if we had, we 
fhould have returned immediately to take further 
advice. The next morning we got up to the top of 
the highefl hill to difcover the country, but found 
it to be only the point of a vafl mountainous coun- 
try, like the wortt part of our Alps, though there 
were fome fertile vales and woods, but no footfteps 
•of its ever having been inhabited, as we believed, 
fince the creation. Seeing we could make good 
provifion for our return, we were in no great pain 
about time. We wandered from place to place, 
viewing and obferving every way. We went on 
thus along thofe craggy hills an^ precipices for five 

days ; 
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cfays; they began to leffen towards our, right, but 
feemed rather to encreafe the other way. At length 
in the moil difmal and horrid part of the hillbrow, 
one of our joung men thought he fpied fomething 
lite the figure of a man fitting by a little fpring, 
under a craggy rock juft below us ; we fent three of 
our people round another way to keep him from 
Tunnmg into the wood, while the Pophar and my- 
ifelf Hole quietly over the rock where he was. As 
foon as he faw us, he whips up a broken chink in 
the rock and difappeared immefiiately. We were 
fure he could not get from us, fo we clofed and 
fearched till we found a little cave in the windings 
of the rock, where was his retiring place. His bed 
was made of mofs and leaves, with little heaps of 
dried fruits, of different forts, for his fuftenance. 
When he faw us, he was furprifcd ; he rulhed at 
us like a lion, thinking to make his way through U5, 
but being all live at the mouth of the cave, he flood 
ready to defend himfelf again our attemps. View- 
— inghim a little nigher, we faw he had fame remains 
of an old tattered coat, and part of a pair of breeche?^ 
with a ragged fafh or girdle round his waill, by 
which, to our great furprife, we found he v/as an 
European. The Pophar fpoke to him in Lingua 
Franca, and afked him who or what he was ; he 
Ihook his head as if he did not underftand us. I 
fpoke to him in French, Italian and Latin, but he 
was a flranger to thofe languages. At length he 
cried out, Inglis, Inglis. I had learned fomething 
of that language when I was a ftudent at Paris. 
Knowing my father had a mind I fhould learn a» 
many languages as I could, I had made an acquaint- 
ance with ieveral Englifh and Scotch fludents in 
that tiniverfity, particularly with one F. Johnfon^ an 
Englifh benediaine, and could fpeak it pretty well 
for a foreigner, but had almofl forgot it for want 
of ufe. I bid him take courage and fear nothing, 
S a for 
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for we would do him no harm. Asfoon as ever he 
heard me fpeak Englifh, he fell down on his tnees, 
and begged us to take pity on him, and carry him 
to fome habitable country, where he might' poflibly 
get an opportunity of returning home again, or at 
ieaft of living like a human creature. Upon this 
he came out to us, but looked more like a wild beaft 
thai! a man •, his hair, beard, and nails, were grown 
to a great length, and his mein was as haggard as 
if he had been a great while in that wild place ; 
though he was a ftout well-built man, and inewed 
fomething above the common rank. 

We went down to the fountain together, where 
he made us to underftand, that his father was anEaH 
India merchant, and his mother a Dutch woman of 
Eatavia ; that he had great part of h*s education in 
London, but being very extravagant, his father^ 
whofe natural fcn ne was, had turned him off, and 
fent him toBatavia to his mother's friends-, that by 
his courage and induftry, he was in a way of ooaak* 
ing his fortune, being advanced to be a lieutenant 
in the Dutch guards at Eatavia, but was unhappily 
call away on the coafl of Africa, where they had 
been on a particular adventure ; that he and his 
companions, four in number, wandering up in the 
country to feek provilions, were taken by fpme 
ilrange barbarians, who carried them a vaft, un- 
known way into the continent,defigning to eat them 
or facrifice them to their inhuman gods, as they had 
done his companions ; but, being hale and fat at the 
time of his taking, they referved him for fome par- 
ticular feaft ; that as they were carrying him tnro* 
the woods, another party of barbarians, enemies to 
the former, met them, and fell a fighting for their 
booty ; which he perceiving, knowing he was to be 
eaten if he flayed, flunk away in the fcuffleinto the 
ihickell woods, hiding himfclf by day and marchinr 
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all night, he did not tnow where, but as he conjec- 
tured, ftill higher into the country. 

Thus he wandered from hill to hill, and wood to 
wood, till he came to a defart of fands, which he 
was refolved to try to pafs over, not daring to return 
back, for fear of falling into the hands of thofe mcr- 
cilefs devourers. He paffed two days and two nights 
without water, living oh the fruits he carried with 
him, as many as he could^ till he came to this mount 
tainous part of the country, which he. found unin- 
habited *, taking up his abode in that rock, where 
he never had any hopes of feeing a human creatufe 
again ; neither did he know himfelf where he was, 
or which way to go back. In fine, he told us he 
had lived in that miferable place now upwards o£ 
Eve years. 

After we had comforted him as well as we ccmld, 
I aiked him, which way the main fea lay, as near as 
he could guefs, and how far he thought it was to it. 
He pointed with his hand towards the fouth, a little 

. turning toward* the eaft, and faid, he believed it 
might be thirty or forty days journey, but advifed 
us never to go that way, for we fhould certainly be 

, devoured by the barbarians. I afked him, whether 
the country v/as habitable from that place down to 
the fea. He told me, yes ; except that defart we 
had paiTed ; but whether it was broader in other 
places, he could not tell. 

All the time he was fpeaking, the Pophar eyed' 
him from top to toe •, and calling me afide, ** what 
moniler" fays he " have we got here ? There is 
a whole legion of wild beafts in that man ; I fee the- 
lion, the goat, the wolf e. and the fox in that one por- 
fon. I could not forbear fmiling at the Pophar's 
flcill in phyiiognomy, and told him, we fhould take 
care he fhould do no harm. Then I turned to the 
man and afked him, if he would conform himfelf to 
tlxe.law& and rites of the country if we carried him 
S a. among 
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among men again,where he fhould want for nothing. 
He embraced my knees, and faid, he would conform 
to any laws or any religion if I would but let him^ 
fee a habitable country again. I flared at the man, 
and began to think there was fome truth in the Po- 
phar's fcience. However, I told'him, if he would 
but behave like a rationar creature, he fhould go 
along with us; but he mufl fufFer himfelf to be 
"blindfolded till he came to the place. He flartled a 
little, and feemed to be prodigioufly fufpicious, left 
we fhould deceive him. But on my afiuring him» 
on the faith of a human creature that he fhould 
come to no harm, he confented. 

After we had refrefhed ourfelves, being both glac^ 
and concerned for the information we had received" 
of the nature of the country, which was the end oF 
our journey, in order to guard againfl all inconveni- 
cncies, we covered his ejQS very clofe, and condud^ed 
him back along with us, Tometimes on foot, fome- 
times on one of the fpare dromedaries, till we arrived 
fafe from whence we fet out : then we let him fee- 
where he was, and what a glorious coimtry he was 
come into. We cloathed him like ourfelves, that, 
is in our travelling drefs, to fhew he was not an en- 
tire ftranger to our racew He feemed lofl in admi- 
ration of what he faw. He ecrfbraced me with all 
the figns of gratitude imaginable ; he conformed to 
all our cuftoms, arid made no fcruple of aHifling at 
all their idolatrous ceremonies, rs if he had been as 
good a heathen as the befl of them ; which I feeing*, 
without declaring Hiyfelf, to be a chriftian, I told 
him, that I had been informed, the people of the 
country where he was educated were chriltians, and 
wondered to f§e him join in adoring the fun* 
" Pugh \'^ fays he ** fome biggotted peopk make a 
fcruple, but mofl of our men of fenfe think one re- 
ligion is as good as another" By this I perceived 
our favage was of a nev/ fet of peopb, \yhich I had 

heard. 
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lieard of before I left Italy, called politici* who are 
a fort of aiheiUs in mafquerade. The Pophar, out 
of his great fkill in phyliognomy, would have no con- 
ver/ation with him \ and commanded me to have a 
ilridt e/e over him. 

However, the information he had given us of the 
poffibib'ty of invading the kingdom the way he came, 
anfwered the intent of our voyage, and my former 
conjedures; about which there was a grand council 
held, and orders given to fecure the foot of our out- 
ermoft mountain fouthwards, which ran a great way 
iato the defart; fo that it was fufficient to guard . 
againfl any of thofe barbarous invaders of the con- 
tinent. But to return to our European favage, for 
he may be juftly called fo, being more dangerous m 
a comnionwealth,that theveryHicifoesthemfelvesj 
though he was a perlbn who had a tolerable civi- 
lized education, bating the want of all fenfe of re- 
ligion, which he fucked in from his perpetual con- 
vcrfation with libertines. He had a fmattering of 
moft kinds of polite learning, but without a bottom 
in any refp^^. 

After he had been with us fbmetime, his princi- 
ples began toihew themfelves in his praAice. Firll> 
he began to be rude with our women, married or 
lingle it was all alike to him ; and by an unaccount- 
able fpirit of novelty or contradiction, our women 
feemed inclined to be very fond of him ; fo that 
"we were at our wits ends about him. Then he be- 
gan to find fault with our government, defpifing and 
condemning all our ceremonies and regulations : but 
his great aim was to pervert our youth, enticing 
them to all manner of liberties, and endeavouring ta 
make them believe, that there was no fuch thing a& 

jnorai 



♦ The politicl Were fore'rnnncrs oFonr modern rree-thinker», 
whofc principles tend to the deftruaion of ail human focietyya* 
«ur author (hews iocomporablj well by and bj* 



d by Google 



i88 Tai M^EMOIRS cnr 

moral evil in nature ; tHat there was no harm in the 
greateft crime*, if they could but evade the laws and 
puniihments attending them. 

As I had endeavoured to create a confidence in 
him, he came to me one day, and faid, that fince I 
was an European as well as himfelf, we might make 
ourfelves men for ever, if I would join with him : 
" you fee" fays he *' thefe men cannot fight ; nay-, 
will rather be killed themfelves than kill any one 
elfe ; can't you fliew me the way out of this coun- 
try, "where we will get a troop of flout fellows well 
armed, and come and plunder all the country ; we 
' fhall get immenfe riches, and make ourfelves^lords 
and mailers of all.. I heard him with a great deal 
of attention, and anfwered him, that I thought the- 
projefl might eafily take, only for the horrid wick- 
ednefs of the fad: ; efpecially for us two, who had 
received fuch favours from the Pophar and his peo- 
ple ; he, for his being delivered from the greatefl 
mifery ; and myfelf, who had been freed from flavery 
and made one of the head men of the kingdom ; that 
the adion would deferve to be branded with eternal 
infamy, and the blackefl ingratitude •, befide, the in- 
finite villainies, injuflices, crimes, and deaths of in- 
nocent perfons, who mull perifb in the attempt ; 
which would always Hare us in the face, and torment* 
us with never-ceafing flings . of confcience till our 
death. "Confcience!" fays he •' that is ajefl; a 
mere engine of prieHcraft : all right is founded in 
power ; let us once get that, and who will difpute 
our right ? As for the injuflice of it, that is a mere 
notion,^diftin<5lion of crimes, mere bigotry, and the 
•fFecft of education, ufhered in under the cloak of 
Teligion. Let us but be fuccefsful, and I will an- 
fwer fox your fcruples." I told him, it was a mat- 
ter not to be refolved on, on a fudden ; that I would 
confider on it ; but I bid him be fure keep his mat- 
ters to himfelf* 

Lwent 
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I went immediately to the Pophar, and gave an 
account of what had paffed. He was ftruck with 
horror at the recital, not fo much for the confe- 
quences, as that hu«ian nature could be brought to 
fuch a monftrous deformity. " If your Europeans 
are men of fuch principles, who would not fly to 
the furthefl comer of the earth to avoid their foci- 
ety ? Or rather, who can be fure of his life among 
fuch people ? Whoever thinks it no more in itfelf 
to kill me than to kill a fly, will certainly do it if 
I fland in his way. If it were lawful" continued 
he " by our conftitutions to kill this man, he de- 
ferves a thoufand deaths ^o makes it Igwful to de- 
stroy all the world befides." I anfwered, that all 
the Europeans were pot men of his principles, nor 
even thole of his nation, who were generally the 
molt companionate, and bell natured men in the 
world •, but that he was of a new fet of wretched 
people who called themfelves deijis ; and interiorly 
laughed at all religion and morality, looing upon 
them as mere eng:r.c; '»f i*olicy and prIe/rcv;»Ct. " Ja- 
teriorJy I" fays he. Yes, and would cut any man's 
throat exteriorly and anally if it were not for fear 
of the gallows. " Shut him up" cried he, " from all 
commerce of men, left his breath ibould infeft the 
whole world ; or rather, let us lend him back to his 
cave to live like a wild beall ; where, if he is de- 
voured by the favages,they do him no injury, by his 
own principles." I reprefented to him that we were 
juft on our journey back to Grand Cairo, where we 
would carry hioi blind fold,* that he fhould not know 
our way over the fands, and give him his liberty ; 
but that we ihould fhut him up till then. This was 
agreed on ; fo I took a fufficient number of men to 
feize him ; and to do it without any mifchief, for 
he was as 11 out as a lion, we contrived to come upon 
.Jiim in his bed, where we caught him with one of 
x}ur young v/omen. Three of them fell upon him 
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at once, and kept him down while the reft lied his 
hands and legs, and carried him into a flrong hold^ 
whence it was impoflible for him to efcape. The 
woman was fhut up apart, according to our laws. 

When he found himfelf taken, he called me b^- 
the moft cruel names he coujd think on, as, the moft 
wicked and treacherous villain that ever was, thus to 
betray him, and the truft he had put in me. Yes^ 
fays I, it is a crime to difcover your fecrets, and no 
crime in you to fubvert the government, and fet all 
mankind a cutting one another's throats by your 
monftrous principles ; fo I left him for the prefent- 

Some time after I we»t to him and told him, our 
council hacf decreed, he fliould be carried back from 
whence he came, and be delivered over to the favaees 
either to be devoured by thenf, or to defend himlelf 
by his principles as well as he could.. He cried out, 
fure we would not be guilty of fuch a horrid bar- 
barity. Barbarity ! faid I, that is a mere jeft ! they 
will do you no injury ; if your fiefh is a rarity to 
themj Vherithev haveyou in th^^c^^cy, li^X 't^'^fii 
full right to mfl^e ule of It. He begged by all thatr 
was dear, we would not feiyl him to the lavages, but 
rather kill him on the fpot. Why, fay I, you are 
worfe than thegreateft cannibals, becaufe they fpar^ 
their friends, and only hate their enemies ; whereas 
your principles fpar-e no body, and acknowledge no 
tie in nature. At length he owned himfelf in a 
jmiftake, and leemed to renounce his errors. Whea 
I told him, if he would engage his moft folemn pro- 
mife to fuffer himfelf to be blind- folded, and be- 
have peaceably, we would carry him to a place where 
he might find an opportunity to return to his own 
country. But, fays I, what lignifies promifes and 
engagements in a man who laughs at all obligations, 
and looks upon it as juft and lawful to break them 
as to make them. No, he curfed himfelf with the 
i»oft dreadful imprecations,, if he were pot tra<5lable 

ia. 
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in all things we ihould command him. But, fays 
he again', won't you deliver me back to the favages ; 
I anfwered in the fame tone, ihould we do you any 
wrong if we did ? At length to appeafe him I pro- 
mifed him faithfully we would put him in a way to 
return into his own country ; but bid him coniider, 
if there was no fuch thing as right and wrong, what 
would become of the world, or what fecurity could 
there be in human life ? 

In a few weeks the tin^e drew on for our great 
journey to Grand Cairo, where I was in hopes of 
feeing my native country once more. All things 
were now as good as ready ; the Pophar and myfelf 
had bther defigns than ufual, and were in fome pain 
to think of leaving that once fo happy a country. 
Though, as I faid, all things that could make me 
happy, were buried with my dear Jfiphena* The 
Pophar had fotne ferious thoughts of turning chrif- 
tian. The evidences of our religion were foon per- 
ceived by a perfon of his deep penetration *, though 
perfons of little learning and great vices pretend 
they do not fee them. But, like a wife man, he was 
refolved to examine into it,* in the places where it 
was exercifed in the greateft fplendor. 

We provided a good quantity of jewels, and as 
much gold as we could well carry, for our preient 
expenfes to Grand Cairo and elfewhere, and future 
exigencies. I went to my deift in his grotto, and 
threw him in as much gold and jewels as were fuf* 
ficent to glut his avarice, and make him happy in 
his brutal way of thinking. But I would not truft 
ijiyfelf with him alone, for all his promifes, as he, 
on his fide, expreffed flill a diffidence of trufting any 
body, I fuppofe from the conicioufnefs of his own 
vile principles. Then I threw him a blinding-cap 
which we nad made for him, that he fhould not fee 
our way over the defarts. This cap was made like 
a head-piece, with breathing places for his mouth 
• and 
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and nofe, as well as to take in nouriihment, openings 
at the back part, and clafping with a fpring behind, 
that being once locked, he could not open it himfelf. 
He put it on his head two or three times before he 
durlt venture to clofe it. At length he clafped it, 
and he was as blind as a beetle. We went to hini 
and tied his hands, which he let us do quietly enough, 
and,flill begged us, that we would not betray him to 
the favages. I bid him think once more, that now 
his own interior fenfe told him, that to betray him 
would be a crime ; by confequence there was fuck 
a thing as evil. » - . 

All things being in readinefs, we mounted our 
dromedaries. The Pophar and all the reft kifled 
the ground as ufual ; I did the fame^out of refpeft 
to the place, which contained the remains of my 
never too much lamented.5^/z^tf,the alhes of whole 
heart are in the hollow of the flone whereon is her 
pi<5lure. Not to mention the ceremonies of our 
taking leave, we were condu(fled in a mournful man^ 
ner over the bridge, and launched once more over 
the ocean of the fands and defarts, which were be- 
fore us. Our favagenvas on a dromedary, which 
would follow the reft, but led by a cord faftened 
to one of the reft for fecurity. It ftumbled v;ith 
him twice or thrice, and threw him off once, but 
without any great hurt.' But the fear of breaking 
his neck, put him in fuch an agony, that though he 
was as bold as a lion on other occafions,he was pro- 
digioufly ftartled at the thoughts of death. 

We arrived at Grand Cairo at the ufual period 
of time, without any particular difafter. As foon 
as we were fettled, the Pophar ordered lile to fend 
the deift packing as foon as we could. " This brut^, 
race" fays he " next to the cannibals, are the jfittefli 
company for him." I unlocked the blinding hel- 
met, and told him we had now fulfilled our promife; 
that he was at Grand Cairo, where he might fin^ 
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foftic way Of other to remm into Europe ; laai. t» 
cofiTiiics hifn, carried him to feme Ectropeaii mdt^ 
chants who ailbred him of the fame, dioiTeriBf tk^ 
him his gold and jewels. I beeged him to reflet 
Dn his <&ligation8 to us, aad the grateful acknow- 
ledgmems due to our memory on that account. We 
had taken him from diat mHerabie foUtude ^^eie 
he Hved more like a wild beaft diat a man ; wheie 
he was in danger of being found and devoured \xf 
the ciinnibals. We had brought him into one <tf 
i!he happieft countries in the world, if hew^ould bnt 
hare conformed to our laws ; and now fed given 
him his liberty to go whare he pieafed, with xiiAm 
Aifficient to make him eafy, and bendits to mafce 
him grateful all his fife ; fo I todc my leave of hkn. 
But to our forrow we9iad not done with him yet. 

As foon as the Pophar and the reB. had perfbniwd 
the ceremony of vi£ting the tombs of &eir m^t£* 
tors, or rather the places where the tonobs had bee!D». 
the^ood old man and myfelf began to think of our 
meafuiies for our journey into Italy. During ihe 
time we hlid to^ay, he ordered his people to ftay 
there till the next annual caravan ; or in cafe he did. 
]ftot return by that time, they were to return, and-^e 
woxiid take the opportunity of the next cariavtn af- 
terwards, beeau& ne was up6n bufinefs that ne«i^ 
<!<incern^ him. 

' We l^ad agreied with a mafter of a ihip to canjr 
us to Venice^ which, asl hadtheyhoinQr toitcquaint 
your reverencfcs before, was a Trench ihip, com^ 
manded hj Mikjiiur€^tttt> We had£xea the iayr 
t0^ aboard, when, bdiold oitr lavage at die head 
^^4}tud of turlui 4:ame and'&ized tverj one of us 
hi the nanie^f the great fiaifa. S^^^reatr^od Iot'^ 
ttfre while I ft aid at Gratfd Cairo, iii^ the great- 
ful c«rio£ty to infarm myielf what was becom^ of 
the ff^^er BsSk*$ daughter we ieft there £ve and 
twei^ty yearsMOt TJie pcc^ told me, the ^daugh- 
T * ter 
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War was manied to the grand Sultan, and was now 
Tdltaoeft mother to the prefent fultan, and regent 
of the empire ; adding, that her brother was their « 
prefent great Bafla. This luck/ information faved 
all our lives or liberties. We were carried prifoner s 
before the great Bafla, the* faithlefs farage accuEng 
«s of crimes againft the ftate; that we were im- 
menfelj rich, axrime of itfelf fufficient to condemn 
Its, and might make a difcovery of a country of raft 
advantoge to the grand Signor. To be ihort^ we 
had all been put to the torture had not I begged 
leave to ^ak a word or two in private to the great 
BaiTa. There I told him who i was ; that I was 
the oeribn whohad &ved his filler's, (the now em-* 
preis) life ; and to convince him, told lum all the 
circutnftances except that of her love» though he. 
Bad heard fomething of that too ; I fiiewed him the 
ring &e had given me for a remembrance, which he 
aUb remembered ; adding, that we were innoceiit 
men, who lived honefily, according to our own laws, 
coming there to traffick like other merchants, and 
had been traduced by oae of the greateft villains 
upon earth. In a word, thisnot only got us off and 
procured us an amp}e pafsport from the great Baffa 
TOr our further voyage, but he alfo ordered the in- 
forming wretch to be fuzed and fent to the gallies 
for life. He offered to turn turk if they woi^ld fpare 
him i bt3t they being apprhed of his principles, faid 
he would be a difgrace to their reHgioUt and order- 
ed him away immediately.: upon which, feeing there 
was no mercy, before they could feise his hands^ 
being grown mad with rage and defp^r, he (b%w 
out a pftol and ihot himself through the head, not 
being able to find a worfe hand thaaci his own* The 
Pophar, good man, bore tbofemisfdrtutieswith won- 
demd patience, -chough he afli^ ed me his greatefl 
^def wsS) to iee human nature fo far corrupted, as 
it was in that impious wn:tch, who coM think the 

moil 
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moft horrid crimes wer« not worth the niotke of the 
Aipreme «>vemor of the univerle. " But we lee'* 
fays he " Uiat providcAce can male the wicked them- 
felves the inuruments of its juft vengeance. For 
can anj thing be fo great a blot upon human nature, 
as to be its own deftroyer, when the very brutes will 
fbruggle for life till the laft gafp ?" 

However, he was uneaf/ till he .had left that 
fateful place : befides, there was fooie £gns of the 
plague breaking out ; fo we went dow» to Alcx^in- 
dria as faft as we could ; and to encourage Morfisupf 
Godartj he made him a prefent before hand of a di- 
amond of confiderable value. 

We fet fail f^v CsLndy, ythaie Alofij^nr GoJart 
was to touch, the i6th day of Auguft, Anno 171 2. 
But alas ! whether thefe troubles, or not being ufed 
to the fea,. or fome infcdlion of the plague he had 
caught at Grand Cairo, or altogether, is uncertain, 
but that great good man fellfo dangeroufly ill, that 
we thought We could fcarce get him to Candy. H2 
aifured me by the knowledge he had of himfelf and 
nature, that hJs time was come. We put in at the 
firft creek, where the land air a little refrelhed him;^ 
but It was a fallacious crifis, for in a few days all o£ 
us faw his end draw near. Then he told me, he 
was rcfolved to be baptized, and die in the chriftian 
faitji. I got him inHrufled by a reverend prieft,be- 
looging to Mofifieur Godarty his name was Morfieun 
la Gr*//(p,whcm I had formerly known when he was 
a iludent in the college for foreign miffions ; and 
what was the only comfort I had now left, 1 faw 
him baptized, and yield up the ghoft with a courag« 
becoming the greateft hero and the beft of men. — 
This was the greateft affliftion I ever had in myr 
whole life, after the death of his daughter. He left 
me all his effe<5l5, which were fufficient to make me 
ha^y in this life; if riches can procure happinefs. 
; We had fomc days to ftay h^hx^Movfi^ur Godar^ 
T a could. 
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could »«]ie dn eii4 of Km concerns. I was waKIoi^ 
]« a melancholy poflure alpag the fea ihpre^ and re^ 
fleeing on the aoYentures of mj paft life, occafion- 
ed by tnofc very waters whereon I was looking,wh^ 
I caaie, or rather nay feet carried me» to a hai^iiig 
jrock on the fide of the iiland, jqft on the edge of the 
fea, and where there was juft room enough for twi(^ 
or three peffons to Hand privately under covert^ 
very diiBcult to be difcemed ; where, going to fii 
down and indulge my melancholy thoughts,.! efpied 
a turk and two women, as if concealed under the 
zock» My own troubles not allowing me the cu- 
riofity to pry into other peoples concerns, made m^ 
tufnlhort'back again ^ but the elder of the two 
women, who was miilrefs of the other, feeing by mj 
dreis, that I was a flranger and a chrifUan (beiiig 
now in that habit) came running to me, and hUing 
on her knees, laid hold of mine, and begged me to 
take pity on a diilrefled woman, who expefted every 
moment to be butchered by one of the moft inhu- 
man villains living, from whofe violence they had 
Hed, and hid themfelves in that place in expectation 
of finding a boat to convey them off. I lifted her 
up, and thought I faw fomething in that face I had 
feen before, though much altered by years andtroit* 
blcs. She did tW fame by my-, and at length cried 
out, "O heavens! it can*i be the naan I hopei'^ 
X remembered confufedly fomething of the voice, sls 
well as the face ; and after a deal of ailoniihment, 
found it was the Curdi^flbi lady who had faved my hf& 
from^the pirate Hamits. '^ Oh I" fays ihe " I have 
juft time enough to tell you, that we expe(ft to b« 
purfued by that inhuman wretch, unlefsyov can, 
mnd a boat to carry us off before he finds us, other-r 
wife: we muft fall a ficrifice to his cruelty." I xjeva^ 
ftaycd to confider confcquences, but anfwer^ 
precipitately, that 1 would do my beft, and fori^ 
Wktp the«ihjp. a9 faft.aa J cQuld^aQdiwitil^ the h^p 
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of t&e fitfl Qian, brought the boat to the rock. ,1 
wn jizil getting out to take hold of her hand, when*' 
we heard fome men comiBg rufliing in behind u$, 
and one of theiii cried, ^' Hold, yillain, that wicked 
woman ihall not efcape fv, and Erea ^ plik>U which 
milling the lad/, ihot the man attending her into 
the bellj, fo that he fell down prefentl/, though not 
ouite dead. I had provided myfelf with a Turkiflt 
icymitar and a cafe of piftols under my falh, for my 
defence on Ihipboardv I faw there was no time to 
deliberate, fo I iired dire^ly at them,,for they were 
three, and had the good luci: to drop one of them. 
But /£»w^/^, as I fotmd afierwarda,- minding nothin*? 
but his revenge on the womao, fired again, and mif* 
finEg the lady. a. fecond time, ihot her maid through 
the arm, and was drawing hisfcymitar to cleave hec 
do'wn,.4i^hen I llcpt in between the lady, but flioot- 
ktgwith too. much precipitancy, the biillets paflc t 
i^ar l^is anii^aj^ lodged in thi bcrfy t)f his fecond ; 
he flarted back at the fire fo near him, which gav?| 
me time to draw Wy fcymftar. ~ Being tiow- u^on 
equal tkitna^ h^Tecired cwo-or three paces, and cried^ 
** -wto:tirt ihou tKaf veirttirefi tfhy iift fo ^oWly fo? 
this wicked woman }**.- I knew, his voice perfeAlj 
Weil, neither was he fb miieh altered as the lady. I 
am the man^ ,faid.X,,A;^hofe life A^JUiWouldefi ha^v? 
taken^ilt ihife jndjiliawei it, wh^feicaufec I ih^llnow 
tevettgc, as JweUcaEjny -owji.Mid .my d^ar broth^jt'?* 
^c madenoaaanrfwroifd^vJnit" fell toii whh pur fey* 
aaitafs wiih:aE fiuif miglttr; iifrlfeiiv^a brnv^^o^t 
«tH4 ^andloftm^fte-Uhoiild hai^e-^oik en<iugh to 
h«w*him*dow5.^ 'After fever«l attacks h& gave mi 
• confi^erab^wiound on' nnyaa mi and I cut him 4- 
crcfsJtteciedBJ^tpreujr krgcrg2i|!^b«jact to cn-^ 
ganger hii.life#r, ( Atltn^hj tt^iuftice oJ^ofiy fi^^^ 
w«uld:f lUve .4ti' -^ifo Aisifci^iijfbif this.turbal& '^% oh^. 
ilrofc*,xaBd jie^hrRiioAeri fj4lih^>ep hSi bwrecfea^L 
^c;Bt*hie» ^uke i^to t&e.bftlinj, thi^ fpis^4,)rf: ^h^m 
; " T i , fpurtfd, 

"^ ' ' Digitized by Google 



2$$ ^Ht MtuaiSiS 0^ 

fpurced on m^fcymitar. ' He fdl down.as I tlioughtt 
quite deadi but after ibme time he ^Te a grcMm^ 
and utttred thefe weTdi« ** Afithoma^ thoa art ju(1b, 
I killed this woman^s ku&andt and fine hat been Aa 
occafion of po^ deatL" With thele words he gare 
up the ghoft. 

By this time the lady^^ "attendant was dead, fo £ 
took the lady aiMi her woman wi^iout ft^ying, fo^ 
fear of further diffieulties, and putting; them into the 
boat) condu6led them to the ihip. Nhifjkur GodMrP 
wss extremely trouHed at the accidaitr faying, we^ 
ifaould have all the ifland upon ust and made great? 
difficulty to receive the lady ; butupon a juft repre^ 
. fentation of the cafe, and an !d>undaiidrfeompei^ 
for his effeifls \eh behind, we got hinf to take ixes^ 
in, an^ hoift fail for Venice tit faft at we cottki 

The \kAy had now time to thank me for her &- 
livery, and I to conj^ratulate my hap|^ fortune i« 
beit^g able to^ msdcea return for htr iaring of myr 
Kfe. : , :-. 

' IXirin jf our piaiTage; I beggedrher to gifve utr liat 
hiftory of her fortunw fiace fWt her^which I prog-^ 
fioRicated then could not be very happy, confidcring 
the han^ ihe wat fallen into. 

•* Tou remember** fayt ihe •• I made a promift to 
HmmeU th^t I would marry him on condition h^ 
Would fave yoUr lile^?'^ Yet, ma^tai, iaid 1, and ana 
ready to venture m^ own once lAore tA retnrs for 
€q great a ben^. *** You^ have done enough" hjk 
fhe, and with that acquainted ui, that when 1 wa» 
fold off m t^e ftrange merchant, Hatntat carried he* 
ttf Al^erv a.nd cl^^ed her pwwnife. •* J wat^^ 
ti^ly Ignorant" iajt^ihe ** of his having ahand ia 
the death of my nft^f dear kird ; h^u ospthe contrary^ 
the villain had contrtvM'hiliwicleedneft fo dunmngfi^ 
ly; that I thought he h^ generoto% venturetihiifownr 
life to fave hid, and^iig, a^TOtt Jcnowv ^ ^^^ hindh* 
feme man, of i^ Very in^itox* radk, ut4 crpreffinf 
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tjii^ moft: suKient bve for iii|r perfoOt and I having no 
Hopes of returning into qcij own country, fuliiilect 
my promiie made on jour account^ and inariried Urn, 
WeHv'd comentecUyenPueK together for fome years 
baiting that we ha^ ^ cnildren, till his confia.nt 
comj^aniony wbo iwaf the man attending m^ at the 
rock, and'wat killed by. that villain, fol out abou^ 
a fair flave which 0#wr,fo he was caUedjhad boi^ght 
QT taken prifoner in fmne of their piracies. Hamffs^ 
as well as hey fell in lovje with her, an4 would ha^^ 
taken H^r for hbconcpbine, butthieo^er cqneeal- 
td her from him. TJicy had like to h^ve fought 
^boutit. //tfmr/s YjOwed reirenge. The other, whot 
was th^ honeifter man of the two^ was adyife4 to be 
tj^on his guard, and to deliver the womaa to him, 
which he never would confeAt to^ but^as refolved 
to rUn all rifques rather than the young lady thoula 
^^r any dJiihonor. In the m<:an time, her friendsr 
who were rich people ofCircaffia, hearing where the- 
was, made intereil to have her rasfoxned, and taken 
trom both ojF then), by the authority of the Pey ojT 
Algiers, who was otherwife no friend to JfamOim 
This lait had been infofmed that Om^t becaiife he 
conid not exijoy her himfelf, contrived to have her 
ranfomed hqm hu rival, and J myfelf had a h?n<i 
in the affair, for which he threatened revenge ook 
both of uf ; and being alfo difgujfied with the Pejr 
he gave orders to have his ibins read? to move, mc^ 
fpllow his trade of piracy. l.hen Omar informed^ 
Hie how Ham$ts ind mtirdered my iirft bufband, 
having hired theArabiaBs to do it, while I^ pretend- 
ed to defend him to avoid my fufpicions \ ^hh. fucH 
circumflances of the FRSi^ tJiat 1 Jaw the truth was 
tfm dear. It is not to be citpreited the horror and 
dcteftationlwasin, both agaiDll//j^^fj,and3gainft 
ipyfelf for marrying fuch a monfler. Omsr addedj 
that he was certainly informed^ that as fo^n as lie 
bad usoHt at fea^ he'wc^^t^d tnakt; aw:^/ with uq both ; 

and 
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and told me, if I would trull myfelf witK hiih, he 
-would undertake to carry me off in a boat» and con- ' 
du<5l me into my own country. 

I wa« refolved to fly to the fartheft end of tfe 
earth to avoid his loathed fight ; fo refolded to^ack 
up our mod precious things; and'gO aiong with aim. 
He procured* boat to meet m, at a Iktle creek oT 
the iHand, by a<plcrfon he thought he could confide 
in ; but who betrayed the whcSe affair to ffameti ^ 
ci which aifo wc had timely notice to remove from 
the ftatioa where we expefled the boat, and flyings 
along the coaH as privately as we could', Md our— 
f elves under the r6ck where yon found iw, expeA-^ 
fng' either to find fome favourable occafion to be 
carried off, or to die by the hand of Hamets^ which 
ue certainly had done, had he not met with hfs jnfl 
death by yours. 

^ The lady had fcarce given us this fhort account of 
hef misfortunef, and we were not only congratulat- 
ing her for her deliverance, but flood in admiratioii 
at the Juftice of providence, wliich reached over this* 
villain^ both to. bring him to condign puniftmeiSt 
for the murder of the innocent CUrd, and making 
him die by my hand; five and:twenty years aftef ho 
had robbed'ahd killed mj brothcrjWitn allhi^crev^, 
fbld me for a flave, and would have killed me alfc, 
had not the' flringe lady faved my life ; f fay, w^ 
^eiie making fuch like reflexions oft thi* ftrang« 
accident,,\ihen they told us from above, that two 
vefiels itemed to come full fail tipon rr»i as if they 
w^rc purfuing U5 with all iheir might. We made 
all the fall we could, l?utoufr fliip being pretty hea- ' 
vily load^.^; we few we Auft be overtaien. ' 

Some of us were refolved to fight it out to thfe 
l^ft in cafe they were enemies. But Morfievr Go- 



dart would ftot coi^fent to it, faying, the BalTa's 
paffpoit would fecure us, or by yielding peaceablr, 

up to us in 
ibci 
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vte might be ncfcmed. They tsaceup to us in a- 

ibcrt. 



ihott time, and f^ujted us with a volley of fhot to 

flic;/ -wliat we were to truft to. We flruck our fails 

and let tliem boar4 us without^ai^j refifiance. Moji- 

Ji^ir Godarfj a s 1 1 hought,witli too mean a fpirit, told 

jheni, with cap in hand, that he wouldgive them zny 

fati^fadion ; and affured them, he would not wil- 

ViTk^Y fdl out with the fubje^s of |he grand Signor. 

The/ lei zed ever/ man of us, and fp/mg the lady 

and m/felf, *' there they are»" faid tney " the aduf- 

trefs and her lover» with the ijpoils of her murdered 

Jiulband/* Which word9> ihewing they were turls 

purfuing us from Candy, ftruck Monfieur Godtori all 

of ^eap a( c^ce^ ax^i made me imagine I ibould 

.have much ado to fiad any quarter. They haulefd 

us upon deck, making ihew as if they were going u> 

cut off pay head. 1 never thought myfell fo nca^ 

death before ; hut had the prefence of mind to cry 

out before the whole crew, that we were fervants 

of the grand Sultanefs, and produced the pafTport 

.of the great BafTa, her brother, charging them on 

th^ir peril not to touch us. This flopt their fury 

a little ; fome cried out, " hold, have a care what 

,you. do." • Others cried, " kill them all for robbers 

and murderers; theSulunefs will never protect fi^K 

, villains as theie." 

.When the hurly-burly v/as fomewhat appeafed, 
^trifieur Godart reafoned the cafe with them, and 
told them, if they murdered us, they could nevcar 
conceal it,; iince all the crew of the three fhips heard 
our appeal to the Sultanefs-Mother,, the paifport 
fetting forth an^ong othec thingSf that I had faved 
the life of the^rand Sultaneis. This brought theofi 
to a demur. 1 he chiefs of them began to coafuU 
among theinjelv^s what wsis beft to be done. Whei^ 
X begged leave to ij^eak, tjol4 them». if they would 
carry us to Co.nlUntinople, we would willingly fub< 
mit our lives and all th^t belonged to u|^ in cafe the 
Sult ;ap) g |& 4i4 uotQv^ tl)e h&^^AX9i^^ H^ iut<j her 
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proteftion. Tlhtt in cafe thtj puf us to d^ath,f6me 
one or btlier, in fuch a number^ wopid certainly in- 
jfbrm againft thcnr, ^he confequences of which the/ 
knew very well. I touched alfo, but tenderly, oa» 
the death of Hanuts, and our innocence. The firil 
part of my fpeech. made them pafs over the others 
They demurred again, and at length refolved to 
carry us to Conf^antinople, and proceed againft us^ 
by way of jtiftice, not dbubting to maie good prize - 
of us on account of our beings chriilians. Thusr 
was our journey toVcnice Interrupted for, fome time.- 
by this accident. 

When we came to the port, Mdnfieur G^ifarf 'got 
leave to fend our cafe 'to Mmfitut Savigni^ the 
French Refident ; who 'found means to reprefec^ 
to the Sultanefs^Mother, that there was a flranger 
in chains, who pretended to Be the pcrfon who had^^ 
faved her life when ihe was at Grand Cairo, and* 
Would give her proofs of it if he could be admitted 
to her highnefs's prefence. I would not fend the- 
ring ihc gave me for fear of accidents. The Sul- 
tanefV gave ordfers immediately, I ihould be brought 
to her preience ; ; faying, flae fhouid eafiJy kno^wR- 
the perfon, for all it was fodong ago. I put on the 
fame kind of drefs I was in when ihe firft faw me, 
which, if your reverences remember, was the tra- 
velling dVefe of the Mezoranians. When I was\ 
brought into her prefence, I fcare knew her, being 
advanced to a middle age, and in the attire of the 
grand Sultanefs ; ihe looked at me with a great deal 
of emotion, and bid me approach nigher. I im- 
mediate!/ fell on my knees, and holding the ring in 
niy hand, which Ihe gave me at parting, ai if I were 
makibg^a prefent of it, madam, laid I, behold a flave 
who had the honour to fave your highnefs's life, and 
now begs his own and that of his companions ; and 
moft humbly requefts your highne6 to accept of this 
jewel as a token'of our laft diftrefi. la^eid of an> 
ferering fli?, which put me in great pain, almofl 

dooimng;^ 
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4cmbting ivhether I was right at not, fke tamed t(^ 
her nij^efl attendaQt8,and cried in a prettj foft ve&e, 
". It i« he, I know him by his voice as well as drefs.** 
suod Fifing off her feat, came and took the ring her- 
ikU', and looking attentively at it, " Yes, fir," ftid 
!£he ^ I town t^e rin^ and bearer ; and acknowledge 
XOM to be the perfon who foved my life •, for which 
reafon I give you yours, and all that belongs to you, 
forbidding all under pain of deaths to give you the 
leaft trouble,*' and wiihal ordered a prodigious rich 
Turkiib robe to be thrown over my ihoulders, as a 
iign of her favour. Immediate orders were feat to 
the port to fet Monfieur Godart and all his crew at 
liberty, and to feaj& us as particular friends of the 
grand Sultanefs. 

The company being difmifled, ihe made a fign 
for me to Hay, having further bufinefs with me.— 
"When all were gone, but two of her chief favourite 
women, Ihe came to me without any ceremony, and 
taking me in her arms, as if I had been her brother, 
ihe embraced me with a great deal of tcndemefs ; 
her joy to fee me, making her lay afide her gran- 
deur, and yieid to the traniport of undifguifeo na- 
ture. She led me by the hand into a moft magnifi- 
cent apartment, fayine, " come, Signor Qaudentio^ 
for fo I think you are called, after you have refreihed 
yourfelf, you ihall tell me your adventures." She 
Made no fcruple to lit down with me, ieing now not 
only miftrefs of herfelf, but of the whole Ottoman 
empire, as well as fure of her attendants We had 
a refreihment of all the rarities of the ead, with the 
richeft wines for me, though fhe drank none herfeif. 
" I long to hear your adventures" continued ihe ** of 
fo many years abfence/' Sol told her in fhort,howI 
was carried by that ftrange merchant into an un- 
l^nown country,witiiiput telling her the way we went 
thither; where I hadij^anied il^eKegent'sdaughter^ 
Sht bluihed a little at that part, andfhcwcd the re- 
mains 
^ '. 

Digitized by LjOO^ IC 



«b4 Thx MEMOlRlS \>* 

tkkltth of all kef fortnet bea^jr. But k put me lii 
mind of my own iftdlfcretioti co touch on lb nice a 
point. She pa (Ted it olF with a great deal of good- 
ncfs ; and recovering m/felf, I continued to acquaint 
her of the reafons of my return, as well as howl was 
tal^en hj Ilofnets the firft time, which ftkh had nbt 
been acquainted with before ; and laftlj, how I met 
with the fame tlamefs a^in, killed him, and by that 
means came into that misfortune. I called it then 
a misfortune, but look upon now h> be one of my 
greateft happinelTes, fince, by that otcaiion, 1 have 
the honor or feeing your highnefs in that di|ni^, 
of which you are the moft worthy of any one m ill 
the Ottoman empire. She feemed to be in admira- 
tion at the courfe of my life, and afked me, " I think 
flgnor," faid fhe " you faid you were married ; i» 
your fpoufe with you ?** No, madam, faid I, alas ! 
fhe is dead, and all my children, and I am going to 
retire and lead a private life in my native country. 

With thefe and other difcouries we pafled the 
great^ft part of the day, when fhe bid me go back 
to the fhip in public, attentled with all the marks of 
her hij[h lavours ; but faid, fhe would fend for me 
privately in the evening, " for" faid jfhe " I have 
a ihoufand other things to aflc you." 

Accordinjrly I was introduced privately into the 
f^raglio ; which Ihe, being Sultanefe Regent, could 
eafily have donfe. .There &e entirely laid afide her 
grandeur. We talked all former pafiages over again, 
with the freedom of friends and old acquaintances; 
where, in our converfation, I found fhe was a wo- 
man of prodigious depth and judgment, as inde^^d 
l^er wading through fo many dificulties, attending 
the inconftancy of the Ottoman court, particularly 
ihe regency, gave evident proof. I madt: bold to 
aik herj how ihe arrived at thatdigaity, though (he 
was the only perfon in the world that defcrved it ; 
and took the liberty to fay, in a familiar way, that 

I believed 
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Ybelieved hef highnefs wa> now fenfible of tke fer- 
Vice I did her, ii^ refu£ng to comply with her for- 
met demands, fince the fates had referved her to be 
the greateft emprefs of the world, not the confort 
lof a wandering (lave. Had I not been entirely af- 
fured of her goodnefs, I ihould not iiave dared to 
have touched .on that head., She blufhed with a 
' little confufion at firft, but putting it off with a 
grave air, £he fa id " grandeur does not always make 
pe*opl6 happy. Ten thoufand cares attend a crown *, 
but the indifference I had for all things, made mine 
iit eafier than it might have done otherwife. It is 
true" faid flie " that young people,very feldom fee 
tieir own good, and oftentimes run into fuch errors^ 
by the violence of their paffions, which not only 
deprives them of greater bleffings, but renders their 
misfortunes irretrievable. Some time after you were 
gone" continued fhe " my father, the grand BaiTa, 
>/as accufed by feme underhalid enemies gf male-ad* 
miniftration, a thing too frequent in our court, and 
privately condemned to be llrangled ; but having 
lome trufty friends of the port, he had notice of it 
before the orders came. He immediately departed 
fromOrandCairo, and took a round-about way to- 
wards Conflantinoplej to prevent, as the way is, the 
execution of them. He fent me before to prepare 
matters, and to intercede with the young Sultan, my 
late deceafed lord, for his life ; leaving word wher« 
I might let hirti know of the fuccefs of my intercef- 
. lion. I pref^nted myfelf before the Sultan, witli 
that modeft affurajice which my innocence, my youthi 
Jtnd grief foi* my father^s danger gave me. I fell 
down on my knees, and with a flood of tears begged 
. my father's life. The Sultan looked at me with 
feme amazement, and v;hatever he faw in my face, 
, not only granted tny requeii, and confirmed my fa- 
ther in his former pcH, but maie a prof^ffion of 
lovfe to my, perfon ; and even continued it wiih uiore 
V _ cao|laticyi 
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conftancy than I thought a grand StiltSan capable 
of, having fo many exquifite beauties to divert kim, 
as they generally have. I confented, to fave niy fa- 
ther's life ; and whether the indifference I had for 
all men made him more eager, I cannot tell ; but I 
found t was the chief in his favour. He had fome 
other miftrefles now and then, of whom he was very 
fond ; but I never teizing him, nor fretting myfelif 
tthovit it, ealily found I continued to have the folid 
part of his friendihip ; and bringing him the fir& 
male child, the prefent emperor, I became the chfef 
Sullanefs; and by his death and the minority of my 
fon, am now Regent ; by which I am capable of 
rendering you all the fervice the Ottoman empire 
«ftin perform, which I efleem one of the happieft 
events of ray life." 

I returned her the mofl profound bow and hum^ 
bfc thanks a heart full of the moft lively fenfe of 
gratitude could poffefs. She offered me the firft 
^joft of the Ottoman empire, if I would but become 
9 muffulman, or only fo in appearancq. ** Or if/' 
faid flbe ** you had rather be nigh me, you ftiall be 
the chief officer of my houlhold. Though" faid 
flie ** I have had aiTurance enough that neither your 
incliiiations nor principles can be fore 'd, neither will 
I endeavour to do it, but leave you as much at yoUr 
orwckliberty, as your generous mafter did when be 
' bought you of Hanttfs." I expreffed all the grate- 
ful acknowledgments poilible for fo generous an 
offer, but alTured her with an air that even expref- 
fed forrow for the refufal, that I lay under religious 
obligations, which bound me indifpenfably to return 
into my own country. 

She was become now as mirch miftrefs of her. in- 
clinations, as (he had acquired prudence and expc 
rience by the long command flie had over heir huf- 
band's hear^ and the whole Ottoman empire. So, 
after a month's flay fiie let me go, with all the 
marks of honor her dignity would fuffcr her to ex- 

prefi. 
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prcfs. She would have pimHhed the perfons that 
took U8» but I interceded for them. Mfrnjieur Go- 
dart^ who was well rewarded for the lofs of his 
time and confinement, can teftify the truth of this^ 
hiilory. The laft words Ihe faid to me, were 
to bid me remember, that a turfe and a woman were 
capable of generous gratitude and honor as well as 
chriilians. So we fet fail for Venice. 

Secretary. — Here6ne of the CKquiiitors came 
in with a gold medal in his hand, and turning to tlie 
examinant, faid, ** Signor Gnudentio^ I believe you 
have found a relation in Italy as well as in Africa, 
and one of the fame nation with your mother. It 
is the' Peifian lady you brought Avith you, whom 
we fecured the fame time we did you, but would 
not let you know it till v/e could procure intelli- 
gence from Venice, and a perfon who could fpeak 
the Perfian language. We own we find her in the 
fame flory with you, and nothing material againifc 
you from Venice* Upon the examining her efreifls, 
we found this medal of the fame make with yours, by 
which ycu knew who your mother v.'ss. Sh.t fays 
it was about her neck when fhe was fold to the Per- 
fian merchant. But fince we fhall give you both 
j«ttF liberties in a fhort time, fhe fhall be brought 
into you, and we give you leave to fay what yoAi 
will ^gi her, with tne interpreter by. Upon this, 
the lady was introduced with her maid and the in- 
terpreter. As fbon as fhe faw our examinant in good 
health, and feemingly at liberty, a joyful ferenity 
fpread itfelf over her countenance, fuch as we had 
not feen before. Our examinant afked her, to be 
pleafed to give an account of her life, fo far as fhe 
thotlght proper, and how fhe came by that medal. 

Lady — ^" All I know of myfelf," faid fhe "is- 

that the nc^le Curd who bought me of a Perfian 

inerchant, for a compa «ion for his only daughter, 

libout my own age, whom he thought I refembled 

U 2 v^rjp 
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y^ry much, often declared to me, that thte merchant 
bought me of a Turkiih woman, -who left that me- 
dal about my neck, fuppofing it to be fome charm 
or prefervative againft diflempers, or becaufe a fif- 
ter of mine had the fame faitened about her neck 
■with a gold chain, which could not be taken off 
without breaking; but who, or where the filler was> 
I never knew. 

The noble Curdilh lord, who bought me, grew 
prodigious fond of me, and bred me up as another 
daughter •, and not only fo, but having an only fon» 
fomething older than myfelf, he connived at a grow- 
ing love he perceived between his fon and myfelf; 
which, after fome difficulties on both fides, at length 
came to a marriage, though it colt my generous be- 
nefadlor and father-in-lavir his life ; for, another 
young lord of Curdiftan, falling in love with me, 
often challenged prince Cali^ that was my dear huf- 
band's name, to decide their pretenfions by the fword, 
which I had always forbid him to do ; faying, that 
man Ihould never be my hulband who expofed my re- 
putation by a dti«lv Jipce the world would never be*^ 
lieve,that any man would expofe hisBfe for a v/cmaiiJ 
ujilefs there had been fome encouragement given on 
both fides ; whereas I never gave the leail to any but 
prince Calu However, the other met Jiim one day, 
and attacked him fb fuiiouily, that prince Call was 
forced to kill him in his own defence, making a thou- 
land pj-oteflations that he hadaimoil: lufFeredhimfeif; 
to be killed rather than to difobey my orders. But 
the father of the. prince, who was flain with a com* 
pany of affafiins, laid an ambufcadc for prince Call 
and his father, in which this latter' was killed- and 
moil of his train ; but by the valour of his fon ani 
two of his companions, the chief afiaflins v/ere laid 
.dead on the fpot and the reft put to iiighu But^ 
prince Cair, after the deat*i of his father, fearing 
further treachery of that nature, prefently after we . 
Ayexe married, ren^oved to another pan of the king- 
dom. 
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d^om, from: whence he being fent on a commiflion 
by his king, he was inhumanly murdered by the bat- 
' barous Hamets. 

This is the fum of my unfortunate life, till I had 
• the good fortune to fave yours." 

SiCRiTARY.— We permitted the nephew and the 
^nt (for fo they were found to be by the meftal) 
to embrace one another. Stgnor Gaicdent.io af- 
furing her, that by all appearance, he was the fon 
of her filler, and the mother's filler that was lofl, 
and both of them preferved to fave each other's lives. 
The lady then delared, fhe would turn chriftian, 
fince her misfortunes were come to that period. She' 
was refolved to leave the world arid retire into fome 
of our monafleries. We put her among the nuns of 
our order, where fhe promifes to be a fignal exam- 
ple of virtue and piety. 

The inquifitors ordered the examinant to ^iv^ 
them the remaining part of his life, which, in aU 
appearance, if they found his flory to agree with 
their informations, might purchafe him his liberty. 

Gaudentio.— I was telling your reverences that 
at length v/e fet fail from the port, and fleered our 
courfe diredlly for Venice, where we happily ar- 
rived without any confiderable accident, the i6th 
of December, Ann. Dom. 1712 I do not quelliort 
but your reverences are already informed, that fuch 
perfons did arrive at Veaice about that time. Mon-- 
Jihur Godart is well known to feveral merchant? and 
fome of the fenanors of that famous city, whom he 
informed of what he faw with his own eyes. But 
there v/er^ fome particular paftages unknown to- 
your reverences, wherein I had like to have made 
fhipwreck of my life after fo many dangers, as I did 
here of vo^ liberty ; though Ido not complain, but 
only reprefefit my hard- fortune to your reverenr^G 
confideration* It happened to be the carnival tims 
^ring our llay at Venice. Curioiity Ted ir.c, z.i \\ eii 
U 3 a.v 
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as a »eat many odier flrangers of the firft rank,,tD 
fee the nature of ic. I put 09 mj Mezoranian ha?- 
bit, fpangled with funs of gold, and the fillet-crown. 

♦ on my head, adorned with feveral jewels of very great 
▼alue, which I believe was the raoft remartable 

, afnd m^gniticent drcfs of any there- I went unmaf- 
qucd, being aflured my face and pcrfon was unknown 
to all that world. Every one's eyes were upon m«« 
Se' eral of thrmafqueraders came up to me and talk- 
ed to me, particularly the ladies. They fpokc-to me 
in feveral languages, as Latin, French, Italian, Spa.- 
niih. High- Dutch, ^c, I anfwered them all in the 
Meioranian language, which feemed as ftrange to 
them, as my drefs. Some of them fpoke to me in the 
Turkifh and Perfian language, in Lingua Fi'ancav 
and fome in. an Indian language I really did not un- 
derftand- I anfwered them flill in the Mezoranian, 
of whichnpobody knev/ one word. Two ladies par- 
ticularly, very richly drelTed, followed me wherever 
I wenc. The one, as it proved afterwards, was Fa.' 
wHa^ the celebrated courtefan, in.- the richeft drefs 
of all the company ; the other was the lady who 
was with me when I was taken up, and was 
the occafion of my fettling at Bologna. I mean the 
true leafon, for I will conceal nothing frOm your 
reverences. NotwJthftanding their. diligence, I got 
away unknown at that time. The next time I came 
1 appeared in the fame drefs, but with richer jewels. 
I had more eyes upon me then, than I had before. 
The courtefan purfued me again in a different but 
T^her drefs than the. former. At length fhe get 
me by myftlf, and pulling off her mafqae, ihewed 
me a wonderful pretty face, only there wj^ too fierce 
an affurance in it. She cried in Italian, ** O fignor, 
you are not fo ignorant of our language as you would 
fteem to be I You can fpeak Italian and French too. 
Though we don't know who you are, we have 
learned you are a man of honor. If you would not 

underiland 
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«lnderftan(l <Hir words, jr^u may underftand a f^ce, 
'which very rreat per fon ages have been glad to look 
at," and with that put on one of the moftenfnar- 
ing airs I ever faw. I don't doubt but your re- 
verences have heard of tJiat famous courtefan, and 
how the grei^teft man in Venice was once her flave. 
I was jull going to anfwer her when the other lady 
eame up, and pi^ng ofF her mafque alfo, faid 
almoft the fame things, but with a modefly more 
graceful than her beauty, which was moft exquifite^. 
and the likeft the incomparable Jfiphma I ever faw. 
I made them both a moil refpedful bow, and told 
them^ that it had been much fafer for me if I had 
kept myfelf Hill unknown, and never feen fuch dan- 
gerous charms. I pronounced thefe words with an 
air, that fhewed I was more pleafed with the mo- 
, defty of the laft lady, than the commanding affur- 
ance of the firft. The courtefan^. though a little 
settled at the preference fhe thought I gave the other, 
put OB a more ferious air, and faid, fhe had been in- 
formed there was fomething very extraordinary in 
my charader, and ihould be glad to hear more of it- 
by herfelf •, that her name was.i5>W//tf, and that fhe 
lived in fuch a ftreet, where I Ihould find her houfe 
remarkable enough. The Bolognian lady, whom 
your reverences knew very weii^ and who^as then 
at Venice on account of the death of her uncle, one 
of the fenators, who had left her all his eifedls, faid 
modeftly, if I ihould favour her with a vifit, as Ihe 
had been informed that I was a learned man, and a 
virtuofo, fhe being inclined that way herfelf, fhe 
ihould be glad of an hour's converfation with me 
on that fubjedl ; telling me her name and where fhe 
lived ; adding, if I would inform myfelf of her cha- 
Tadler, I need not be afhamed of her acquaintance ; 
** nor I hope of mine, madam," fays the other, think- 
ing fhe had been r^fledted on by that word. It was 
Mo7ffi$ur Godart who, with a levity peculiar to his 

nation. 
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nation, had made the difcovery who I was, diougM 
he knew nothing of me but what paffed fince I came 
from Grand Cairo. I was going to reply to the 
ladies, when company came up and broke off the 
difcourfe. I was refolv^d to fee neither of them, 
and would go no more to the affcmbly, though al^ 
moft unavoidably I faw both afterwards. I enquired 
into Faviliai chara<fler, though I fcarce doubted of 
it by what I faw and heard ; and was informed, that 
fhe was an imperious courtefan, who had enfJavecT 
feveral perfons of the firft rank, of different nations^ 
and enriched herfelf by their fpoils ; fo 1 was- fully 
refolved not to fee her ; but as Mj^fitur Godart and- 
myfelf were walking to fee the town, h* brought 
me either ind'uftrioufly or accidentally by her door ; 
fte was fitting at the window of one of the moft 
magnificent palaces in Venice, fuch fpoils had fhe 
reaped from her bewitched lovers. As foon as fhe 
fpied me, fhe fent a fervant to tell me, that that lady 
would fpeak with- me. I made fome dif&culty, but 
Monjienr Godart told roe, a man erf honor could not 
refufe fuch a favour as that ; fo I went in and Mon^ 
Jieur Godart with me. The lady received- me with 
a mofl charming agreeable air, much dilferent from 
her former aflurance, and condu(fled n>e into a moH 
magnificent apartment, leaving Monjieur Godart en- 
tertaining a very pretty lady, her companion. Not 
to detain your rerverences too long,^whcn I would 
not underfland what fhe meant, fhe offered me mar- 
riage, with the inheritance of all her efFe<51s ; P was 
put to the iafl nonplus. I afTured' her with a mofl 
profound bow, that though I v/as- not worthy of 
luch a happinefs, I had an indifpenfable obligation 
on me never to marry. All the blood fhe had came 
in- her face. I don't know what fhe was going' to 
do, but finding Iver in thtttiJtforden I madfe another 
bow, faying, I woukl'coafid&rfurcher on 'her pro- 
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pofal, and walked diredlj out of the houfe, defign- 
ing to leave Venice as foon as ever my affairs would 
give me leave. 

Some time after Mmfieur Godart came to me 
and told me, he was forced to do as I did; that 
the lady was in fuch an. outrageous fury he did not 
know what might be the confequence. Three nights 
after SLsMonjieurGodarty and a young kinfman of his 
and myfelf, were going towards the Rialto in the 
dufk of the evening, four ruffians attacked us una- 
wares •, two of them fet upon me, the other two at- 
tacked MonfieuT Godart and his kinfman j the poor 
young gentleman was run through the body the iirfl 
pufe ; I made fhift to difable one of my adverfaries, 
but in doing it, the other run me through the ribs, 
but the fword took only part of my body, and mif- 
fing my entrails, the point went out on the fide of 
my back. Movjieur Godart^ who to give him hi» 
due, behaved himfeif with a great deal of courage 
and bravicry, had killed one of his men and wounded 
the other ; but the ruffians feeing us now two to 
two„ thought fit to march, off as well as they could^ 
I was forced Aio be led to- my lodging, not doubting 
but the wound was mortal, though it proved not to 
be lb. The affair miide a §reat noife about 
town. We very rationally filppofed it was FaviU» 
who had fet the affaffins on, but we knew her to be 
fo pouierful with the fenators, that there was nou 
hopes of juflice. 

While I was recovering, I was told there was a. 
lady, with two waiting wotn^ajdsfired to fee me on- 
very eameft bufinefs, if it would not be incommo*^ 
dious to me. (Monjieur Godart v»'0uld not ftir from 
my bed-fide for fear of accidents) Who fhould this 
be but Favilla^ who came all in mourning for my 
misfortune. I pretended to be a dying man, and 
took the liberty of telling her of her way of living ; 
to what a diimal pafc her paifions had brought her ; 
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in fine, I laid fo mucli» and begged her hy all thaf 
was dear to her to confider her Kate, that burfting 
into a flood of tears, fhe promifed me if I died, ihe 
Avould become a penitent nun. I eflFeded Co much 
hy letters afterwards, that though I recovered, {iie. 
performed her promife. 

TheBelognian lady had heard of mf misfortune^ 
and hy a goodnefs peculiar to the tender fex, particu- 
larly with ref ard to ftrangers.ihe fent often to know 
how I did, with prefents of the richeft cordials that 
could be got in Venice. Finding my illnefs con- 
tinued longer than was expe<5led, ihe fent me word, 
that though it was not fo decent for her to make the 
firll vifit, fhe had heard fo much of my adventures, 
as vtry much raifed her curiofity to hear them from 
my own mouth, when I was capable of converfation 
without doing me any prejudice. I had informed 
myfelf of her character from very good hands, fa 
th It I was very curious to converfe with a perlbn 
of fo incomparable talents as I heard ihe was mif^- 
tfcfs of. She was the only woman next to Ijibheni^k 
and the great Baffa's daughter I ever much liiced in 
my life. To fum up ail in fhort, fhe came feveral 
times to fee me, infomuch, that we contra<5led tH«r 
moil yir^uoiip fricadfhip by our mutual incUifatioa. - 
to learning, and the lympathy of our tempers, ^» 
ever paffed between two periSans of different fexes. 
It was on her account I relolved to fettle at Bologna ; 
and having feme knowledge in nature and phyfic,^ 
I took on me that charadler, to be the oftner in her 
fioipTjany without fcswdaK We were neither of us 
inclined to marry. She is one of the mofl virtuous 
women living ; and myfelf being advanced in years, 
as we were entirely mailers of ourfelves, we thought 
our innocent friendfhip could be offenfive to no one. 
What has fince paffed fince I came to this town, I 
do not doubt but your reverences are apprifed of. 
This is a true and full account of my life hitherto, 

Whatevu" 
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Whatever is blameable in it,I hope your reverences 
will pardon, as I fubmit it entirely to your judg- 
ments. 

Secretary.— As I had the honor to inform you 
before, we enquired *into all thefe fads, which 
he faid hapifened to bJm i^ tl^ company of MoTt/xeur 
Godart, wnicff finding to be tr3e> we judged the reft 
might be fo. We aflced him if he would condu<5l 
fome of our mrffionaries to that ftrange country he 
mentioned ; he told us he would, h^t not to truft 
him entirely, as not knowing what he might do 
with them when he had them in unknown countries. 
We thought fit to give him his liberty, firft to go 
where he would, even out of Italy, with afiurances 
if he came back of his- own accord, we would fend 
mifiionaries along with him. He went to Venice 
and Genoa about his concerns, and is now come 
back and with us, fo that we believe the man to be 
really what he profeffes himfelf to be. 
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